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ZvgvK g„Zz¨ NUvq| ZvgvK Dbœqb‡K evavMÖ¯Í K‡i| Ges 

Gm‡ei g~j †nvZv ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb| ivóªmg~nI GB 

`vqfvi Gov‡Z cv‡ibv| Rb¯^v¯’¨ myiÿv Ges cÖe„w×i 

cÖwZeÜKZvmg~n `~i K‡i Dbœqb‡K myiÿv †`qv iv‡óªi 

Ab¨Zg cÖavb †gŠwjK KvR| GKvi‡YB we‡k¦i miKvi-

mg~n Zvgv‡Ki ÿqÿwZ †_‡K RbMY‡K myiÿv w`‡Z 

GdwmwUwm cÖYqb K‡i‡Q Ges AwZm¤úªwZ Dbœqb I 

Rb¯^v¯’¨ Dfq‡K myiÿv w`‡Z ¯^vÿi K‡i‡Q GmwWwR| 

GdwmwUwm GLb GmwWwRi Ask| ZvgvK wbqš¿Y ev 

GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb e¨wZ‡i‡K †UKmB Dbœqb AR©b Kiv 

KwVb GB Dcjwä †_‡KB GdwmwUwm‡K GmwWwRi 

AšÍf©y³ Kiv n‡q‡Q| Z‡e evsjv‡`‡ki b¨vq Dbœqbkxj 

†`‡k GmwWwR AR©‡b GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb c~e©kZ© ej‡j 

AZy¨w³ n‡ebv| evsjv‡`‡k GdwmwUwmi Kvh©Ki ev¯Íevqb 

†gvUv`v‡M `y‡Uv Kvi‡Y AZ¨šÍ Riæwi| GK: GdwmwUwm 

ev¯Íevqb e¨wZ‡i‡K GmwWwRÕi Z…Zxq jÿ¨gvÎv 

Ô¯^v¯’¨m¤§Z Rxebgvb wbwðZKiY Ges me eq‡mi 

mK‡ji Rb¨ my¯^v¯’¨ wbwðZ KivÕ AR©b m¤¢e bq| `yB: 

GmwWwRÕi Ab¨vb¨ jÿ¨gvÎv AR©‡bI ZvgvK GKUv eo 

ai‡bi evav, hv GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevq‡bi gva¨‡gB 

AcmviY Ki‡Z n‡e|

evsjv‡`k BwZg‡a¨ GdwmwUwmÕi Av‡jv‡K ZvgvK wbqš¿Y 

AvBb cÖYq‡b D‡jøL¨‡hvM¨ mvdj¨ AR©b Ki‡jI AvBb 

ev¯Íevq‡b †Zgb GKUv AMÖMwZ AR©b Ki‡Z cv‡iwb| G 

my‡hv‡M ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv bvbv K~U‡KŠk‡j AvBb 

j•N‡bi gvÎv e¨vcKfv‡e evwo‡q w`‡q‡Q| d‡j AvBb 

†_‡KI AvB‡bi cy‡iv mydj cv‡”Qbv RbMY| GQvov 

mvwe©Kfv‡e ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Yi Rb¨ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© †ek wKQz  

bxwZ (ZvgvKPvl wbqš¿Y bxwZ, ZvgvK-Ki bxwZ, RvZxq 

ZvgvK wbqš¿Y bxwZ) GL‡bv Kvh©Ki Kiv m¤¢e nqwb| 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv Gme NvUwZ Kv‡R jvwM‡q 

GKw`‡K †hgb ZvgvK e¨emv evov‡”Q, Ab¨w`‡K Gme 

bxwZ †hb cvk bv nq †mRb¨ gwiqv n‡q D‡V‡Q|  

miKvi 2030 mv‡ji g‡a¨ †UKmB Dbœqb jÿ¨gvÎv 

AR©‡b A½xKvie×| G‡ÿ‡Î GdwmwUi m‡šÍvlRbK 

ev¯Íevqb AZ¨šÍ Riæwi| ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb me©`v Zrci 

_vK‡e GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb †hb KLbB miKv‡ii 

AMÖvwaKvi ZvwjKvq bv Av‡m| Zvgv‡Ki ÿwZKi gybvdvi 

dvu‡` †d‡j mswkøó miKvwignj‡K bvbvfv‡e cÖfvweZ 

Ki‡Z PvB‡e Zviv| Gÿ‡Î miKvi‡KB P~ovšÍ wm×všÍ 

wb‡Z n‡e, ZvgvK bv †UKmB Dbœqb|

Tobacco causes death and impedes development; 
and tobacco companies are the key culprits. 
Governments as well cannot avoid the 
responsibility. Core functions of a government 
include, among others, protecting public health 
and ensuring growth by removing the obstacles. 
Accordingly, different countries have joined the 
World Health Organization Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) to 
protect people from tobacco related damages, and 
have signed the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) for ensuring both growth and public 
health. Now, FCTC is a part of the SDGs. 
Realization about difficulty in achieving 
sustainable development without tobacco control 
or FCTC implementation has played a great role 
to include FCTC into SDGs. Implementation of 
FCTC is a precondition for a country like 
Bangladesh to reach the SDGs. The effective 
implementation of FCTC is mainly important for 
two reasons. First, the third goal of SDGs, 
‘Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for 
all at all ages,’ seems impossible to be achieved 
without implementation of FCTC. And second, 
tobacco is an obstruction on reaching the other 
SDGs, which could be removed by FCTC 
implementation. 

Though Bangladesh has achieved notable success 
on formulating tobacco control law based on 
FCTC, it is still lagging behind implementation of 
the same. Exploiting the opportunities, tobacco 
companies have been widely violating the law. 
Consequently, people are not getting the true 
benefits from the law. Besides, some other 
important policies, for instance, tobacco farming 
control policy, tobacco tax policy and national 
tobacco control policy, have not been 
implemented yet. Hence, tobacco companies are 
expanding business by taking advantages of the 
loopholes and are desperate to restrict launching 
of the policies and laws.
 
The government of Bangladesh is committed to 
achieve the SDGs by 2030. To achieve so, a 
satisfactory implementation of FCTC is a 
prerequisite. It is assumed that tobacco companies 
would desire that the implementation of FCTC 
never becomes a priority of the government; thus, 
it is expected that the companies would try to 
manipulate the government officials by showing 
the unrealistic profits from tobacco industry. 
Now, it is the government to decide either 
tobacco or sustainable development.   
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cÖMwZi Rb¨ Ávb GB `k©b‡K mvg‡b †i‡LB cÖÁvi hvÎv 

ïiæ| Áv‡bi mv‡_ AwfÁZvi †h m¤ú~iY, Avgv‡`i Kv‡Q 

Zv-B ÔcÖÁvÕ| GKwU AjvfRbK GW‡fv‡Kwm I M‡elYv 

cÖwZôvb wn‡m‡e cÖÁvÕi hvÎv ïiæ 2008 mv‡ji Rvbyqvwi 

gv‡m| cÖwZôvb wn‡m‡e AwfÁZvq bexb n‡jI GK`j 

ZiæY Kg©xi D™¢vebx ÿgZv Avi AdzišÍ Kg©¯ú„nv cÖÁv‡K 

mg„× Ki‡Q cÖwZwbqZ| GW‡fv‡Kwm, M‡elYv Ges 

mÿgZv e„w×i bvbv cÖwkÿY cÖÁvi Kg© cwiwai cÖavb 

RvqMv| cÖÁv wek¦vm K‡i wbweo M‡elYvjä Áv‡bi ev¯Íe 

cÖ‡qv‡M, bxwZwba©viYx gn‡ji `„wó AvKl©‡Y GW‡fv‡Kwm 

Kg©Kv‡Ði weKí †bB| Z‡e †mB GW‡fv‡Kwm Kvh©µg 

n‡Z n‡e ev¯Íeag©x, hy‡MvchyMx Ges m‡e©vcwi D™¢vebx- 

g~jK| cÖÁv G‡ÿ‡Î eiveiB cÖvavb¨ w`‡q G‡m‡Q 

evsjv‡`‡ki MYgva¨g‡K| Avgv‡`i wek¦vm MYgva¨gB 

n‡Z cv‡i Rb¯^v_© myiÿvi me‡P‡q Kvh©Ki nvwZqvi| 

cÖÁvi Ggwb GK D‡`¨vM ÔZvgvK wbqš¿‡Y MYgva¨gÕ| 

K¨v‡¤úBb di †Uve¨v‡Kv wd« wKW&m Gi mn‡hvwMZvq 

evsjv‡`‡ki mKj gvbyl‡K Zvgv‡Ki fqvenZv †_‡K 

iÿvq Rbm‡PZbZv m„wó I bxwZwba©viYx gn‡j ZvgvK 

wbqš¿Y wel‡q gb‡hvM AvKl©‡Y MYgva¨‡gi f~wgKv 

†Rviv‡jv Ki‡ZB cÖÁvi GB cÖqvm|  2010 mv‡ji 

ïiæ‡Z cÖÁv (cÖMwZi Rb¨ Ávb) Ges evsjv‡`k †cÖm 

Bwbw÷wUDU (wcAvBwe) †hŠ_fv‡e evsjv‡`‡k MYgva¨g 

Kgx©‡`i Rb¨ ZvgvK wbqš¿Y cÖwkÿY Kg©kvjv ïiæ K‡i| 

Kg©kvjv¸‡jv‡Z AskMÖnYKvix‡`i civgk© Abymv‡i 

ZvgvK wbqš¿Y Kg©Kv‡Ð mgwš^Zfv‡e KvR Kivi j‡ÿ¨ 

GKwU wgwWqv †bUIqvK© MVb Kiv nq| Anti Tobacco 
Media Alliance (ATMA)- AvZ¥v bv‡g ïiæ nq GB 

†bUIqv‡K©i c_Pjv| ÔwgwWqv di †Uve¨v‡Kv K‡›Uªvj Bb 

evsjv‡`kÕ kxl©K Kg©kvjvq AskMÖnYKvix mvsevw`KivB 

g~jZ: GB †bUIqv‡K©i m`m¨| GQvovI mvsevw`KZv 

†ckvq RwoZ Ges G wel‡q D‡jøL‡hvM¨ KvR K‡i‡Qb 

Ggb †h †Kvb e¨vw³ GB †bUIqv‡K©i m`m¨ wnmv‡e 

AšÍfz©³ n‡Z cvi‡eb| ZvgvKgy³ evsjv‡`k M‡o †Zvjvi 

D‡Ï‡k¨ MYgva¨‡gi Kvh©Ki f~wgKv wbwðZ KivB AvZ¥vÕi 

cÖavb jÿ¨| XvKvq †K›`ªxq AvZ¥v QvovI ivRkvnx, 

PÆMÖvg, Lyjbv, wm‡jU, ewikvj Ges iscyi GB QqwU 

AvÂwjK P¨vÞvi wgwj‡q AvZ¥vÕi Pvi kZvwaK m`m¨ 

i‡q‡Q| cÖÁv (cÖMwZi Rb¨ Ávb) GB †bUIqv‡K©i 

†K›`ªxq mwPevjq wnmv‡e KvR Ki‡Q| 
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cÖÁv PROGGA

PROGGA started journey with the idea of 
‘Knowledge for Progress’. To us ‘Progga’ is the 
blend of knowledge and experience. As a 
non-profit advocacy and research organization, 
PROGGA started journey in January 2008. 
Being a young organization in terms of 
experience, the innovative capacity and endless 
motivation for work of a group of young 
activists continues to enrich PROGGA. The 
core activities of PROGGA are advocacy, 
research, and different capacity building 
trainings. PROGGA believes that there is no 
alternative to advocacy for successful 
application of research-based knowledge and 
attracting attention of the policymakers. Of 
course, the advocacy has to be realistic, timely, 
and above all, innovative. PROGGA has always 
prioritized mass media of Bangladesh on the 
issue. We believe that mass media can be one of 
the best vehicles to protect public interest. 
‘Media for Tobacco Control’ is such an 
initiative of PROGGA. The initiative, with 
support from the Campaign for Tobacco Free 
Kids, aims at strengthening the role of mass 
media in creating public awareness to protect 
Bangladeshi citizens from the damages of 
tobacco and inviting attention of the policy 
makers to do the needful. In 2010, PROGGA 
and the Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB) 
jointly started tobacco control training 
workshops for journalists. Based on 
recommendations from workshop participants, 
Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA) was 
formed as a media network. Basically, the 
participant journalists of ‘Media for Tobacco 
Control in Bangladesh’ are the members of the 
network. Besides, people involved in 
journalism or have significant contributions on 
the sector may get membership of the network. 
ATMA primarily aims at ensuring effective role 
of media in building a tobacco-free Bangladesh. 
There are around 400 ATMA members in 
different chapters like Rajshahi, Chittagong, 
Sylhet, Khulna, Barisal and Rangpur in line 
with the central ATMA in Dhaka. PROGGA 
has been working as the secretariat of ATMA.





evsjv‡`k c„w_exi me‡P‡q †ewk ZvgvK e¨enviKvix 

†`k¸‡jvi Ab¨Zg| Global Adult Tobacco Survey 
(GATS)  2009

1

 Abymv‡i, evsjv‡`‡ki 43 kZvsk A_©vr 4 

†KvwU 13 jÿ cÖvßeq¯‹ gvbyl wmMv‡iU, wewo Ges †avuqvwenxb 

ZvgvK †meb K‡ib| G‡`‡ki 58 kZvsk cyiæl Ges 29 

kZvsk bvix †avuqvhy³ A_ev †avuqvwenxb ZvgvK †meb K‡ib| 

a~gcv‡bi nvi bvix‡`i g‡a¨ mxwgZ n‡jI †avuqvwenxb ZvgvK 

†me‡b nvi cyiæ‡li Zzjbvq †ewk| 28 kZvsk bvix (1 †KvwU 

34 jÿ) Ges 26 kZvsk cyiæl (1 †KvwU 25 jÿ) †avuqvwenxb 

ZvgvK e¨envi K‡ib| evsjv‡`‡k 23 kZvsk ev 2 †KvwU 19 

jÿ cÖvßeq¯‹ gvbyl a~gcv‡bi gva¨‡g ZvgvK e¨envi K‡ib| 

Gig‡a¨ 2 †KvwU 12 jÿ cyiæl Ges 7 jÿ bvix |  Z‡e 

cyiæ‡li a~gcv‡bi d‡j bvix‡`i c‡ivÿ a~gcv‡bi wkKvi nevi 

nvi A‡bK †ewk|  evsjv‡`‡ki 30 kZvsk cÖvßeq¯‹ bvix 

Kg©¯’‡j Ges 21 kZvsk bvix RbmgvMg¯’‡j c‡ivÿ a~gcv‡bi 

wkKvi n‡”Qb| A_©vr a~gcvb bv K‡iI c‡ivÿ a~gcv‡bi 

wkKvi evsjv‡`‡ki cÖvq 1 †KvwU bvix| Global Youth 
Tobacco Survey (GYTS) 2013

2

 Abyhvqx, evsjv‡`‡k 

13-15 eQi eqmx we`¨vjqMvgx †Q‡j‡g‡q‡`i 6.9 kZvsk 

ZvgvK e¨envi K‡i (†Q‡j 9.2%, †g‡q 2.8%) hv AZ¨šÍ 

D‡ØMRbK| evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvK e¨enviRwbZ ÿq-ÿwZi 

wPÎI fqven| cÖwZ eQi, ZvgvK e¨enviRwbZ Amy‡L 

95,000 gvbyl g„Zz¨ eiY K‡ib|

3

 evsjv‡`‡k ü`‡iv‡M 

AvµvšÍ g„Zz¨i 30%, K¨vÝviRwbZ g„Zz¨i 38%, dzmdz‡m 

hÿvi Kvi‡Y g„Zz¨i 35%, Ges Ab¨vb¨ k¦vmZš¿RwbZ †iv‡M 

g„Zz¨i 24 kZvs‡ki Rb¨ `vqx a~gcvb|

4

 ZvgvK Ges 

wewo-wmMv‡i‡Ui †auvqvq 4 nvRv‡ii †ekx ¶wZKi ivmvqwbK 

c`v_© i‡q‡Q| hvi g‡a¨ 43wU ¶wZKi ivmvqwbK c`v_© 

mivmwi K¨vÝvi m„wó‡Z m¶g| GQvov Zvgv‡Ki Avw_©K ÿwZI 

e¨vcK| ZvgvKLvZ †_‡K miKvi †h cwigvY ivR¯^ cvq 

Bangladesh is one of the largest tobacco consuming 
countries. According to Global Adult Tobacco 
Survey (GATS) 20091, 43% of adults in Bangladesh 
(4.13 crores people) consume cigarettes, bidi and 
smokeless tobacco. Around 58% males and 29% 
females use tobacco products including smokeless 
tobacco. Though the smoking rate is low among 
women, the rate of using smokeless tobacco is more 
than that among men. Around 28% women (1.34 
crores) and 26% men (1.25 crores) use smokeless 
tobacco. In Bangladesh, 23% or 2.19 crores adult 
people use tobacco by smoking and among them 
2.12 crores are men and 700,000 of them are women. 
However, women become victims of passive 
smoking hugely due to men’s smoking. In 
Bangladesh, 30% women are exposed to passive 
smoking at workplaces and 21% of them are 
exposed at public places. It refers that around 10 
million women of Bangladesh become victim of 
passive smoking without having a puff on cigarette/ 
bidi. The Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GYTS) 
20132 data reveals,  6.9 % of the school-going 
Bangladeshi children aged between 13-15 consume 
tobacco (boys 9.2% and girls 2.8%) which is really 
alarming. The extent of tobacco related damages in 
Bangladesh is also horrific. Annually 95,000 people 
die of tobacco-related diseases3. In Bangladesh, 
smoking is responsible for 30% of heart disease 
related death, 38% of cancer caused death , 35%  of 
lung TB caused death and 24% of other respiratory
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ZvgvK e¨env‡ii Kvi‡Y Amy¯’ †ivMxi wPwKrmvq miKvi‡K 

¯^v¯’¨Lv‡Z Zvi wØ¸Y e¨q Ki‡Z nq| M‡elYvq †`Lv †M‡Q, 

2004 mv‡j evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvK e¨env‡ii Avw_©K ÿwZi 

cwigvY wQj wRwWwci 3 kZvs‡ki †ewk|

5

ZvgvKcY¨ wn‡m‡e evsjv‡`‡k g~jZ wewo, wmMv‡iU, R`©v, ¸j 

I mv`vcvZv e¨eüZ n‡q _v‡K| c‡Y¨i bv‡g Gme wel wewµ 

K‡i ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv cÖwZeQi nvRvi nvRvi †KvwU UvKv 

gybvdv jyU Ki‡Q| GKvi‡Y GKw`‡K †hgb Rb¯^v¯’¨ gvivZ¥K 

ûgwKi gy‡L co‡Q †Zgwb †`‡ki A_©bxwZI `xN©‡gqvw` ÿwZi 

Ave‡©Z AvUKv co‡Q| ZvgvK Rb¯^v¯’¨ I A_©bxwZi Rb¨ 

GZeo ûgwK nIqv m‡Ë¡I Zv bxwZ-wba©viK‡`i g‡bv‡hvM 

AvKl©‡Y e¨_© n‡”Q| Gmy‡hv‡M ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbMy‡jv e¨emv 

m¤úªmvi‡Yi gva¨‡g †`k‡K `ªæZ ZvgvK gnvgvwii w`‡K †V‡j 

w`‡”Q|

6

evsjv‡`k miKvi 2003 mv‡j wek¦ ¯^v¯’¨ ms¯’vi D‡`¨v‡M 

M„nxZ Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC)- G ¯^v¶i Ges Gi Av‡jv‡K 2005 

mv‡j ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb cÖYqb K‡i| cieZ©x‡Z 2013 

mv‡j ms‡kvwaZ ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb cvk Ges 2015 mv‡j G 

msµvšÍ wewagvjv Kvh©Ki Kiv nq| ms‡kvwaZ AvBbwU c~‡e©i 

AvB‡bi (2005) Zzjbvq DbœZ n‡jI h‡_ó kw³kvjx bq| 

GdwmwUwmÕi A‡bK ¸iæZ¡c~Y© wb‡`©kbv AvB‡b cÖwZdwjZ 

nqwb| †hgb Zvgv‡Ki Pvwn`v wbqš¿‡Y †Kej `vg ewnf©~Z wKQz 

c`‡ÿc (Non-price measure) AvB‡bi AvIZvfy³ Kiv 

n‡q‡Q| Ki c`‡ÿ‡ci b¨q kw³kvjx `vg msµvšÍ c`‡ÿc 

(Price measure) AvB‡bi AvIZvfy³ nqwb| GKBfv‡e 

Zvgv‡Ki †hvMvb wbqš¿‡Y (ZvgvKPvl wbiærmvwnZKiY) 

ev¯Íevqb‡hvM¨ †Kvb c`‡ÿc MÖnY Kiv nqwb| Ab¨w`‡K

we`¨gvb AvBb ev¯Íevq‡bI Kvw•ÿZ AMÖMwZ †Pv‡L co‡Q bv| 

ms‡kvwaZ ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi me‡P‡q ¸iæZ¡c~Y© AR©b 

Qwehy³ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx GLb ch©šÍ Kvw•ÿZ ch©v‡q ev¯Íevqb

diseases related death4. The smoke emitted from bidi 
and cigarette tobacco contains over 4000 toxic 
chemicals and among them, 43 can directly cause 
cancer. Besides, the financial cost for tobacco use is 
also wide. The government is to spend twice the 
amount it receives as revenue from tobacco for 
treatment of the tobacco-related patients. Studies 
have revealed that the financial damages caused for 
tobacco use was over 3% of the GDP5 in 2004.

In Bangladesh, bidi, cigarette, zarda, gul, sada pata 
etc. are commonly used as tobacco products. The 
tobacco companies are earning profits worth 
thousands of crores by selling these toxics as 
products. It is threatening the public health and 
simultaneously the nation is getting entrapped by a 
long-term economic loss. Tobacco, despite being a 
great threat, is unable to attract attention of the 
policymakers. Consequently, the tobacco companies 
are easily expanding their business and just leading 
the country to a tobacco epidemic6.  

The government of Bangladesh has signed on the 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) 
in 2003, and consequently has formulated the 
Smoking and Tobacco Products Usage (Control) Act 
in 2005. Subsequently, the tobacco control law got 
amendment in 2013 and the Rules for implementing 
the law has also been enacted in 2015. Though the 
amended law is improved, it is not strong enough and 
many of the important FCTC directives have not 
been reflected in the law, such as some of the 
non-price measures have been included in the law to 
control tobacco demands. Strong price measure like 
taxation has not been included in the law, and by the 
same time, to control tobacco supply (discouraging 
tobacco farming) any implementable steps have not 
been taken yet. Moreover, the implementation status 
of the existing law is also poor. The most important 
achievement of the amended law is about the 
implementation of the pictorial health warning which 
has not been implementing properly and also there 
are no significant progresses over the execution of 
other parts of the TC law. As a result, legal 
incompleteness and the partial and ineffective 
implementation of the law have been lagging 
Bangladesh to achieve the FCTC objectives. It is 
now a questionable issue that why Bangladesh is 
lagging in FCTC implementation despites it has 
achieved significant successes in many other 
contemporary agendas like MDGs. In this case, it is 
important to evaluate the government viewpoints and 
promises over the issues. The government has always   
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evsjv‡`k Ges GdwmwUwm

7

  I GmwWwR

8

Bangladesh and FCTC7 and SDGs8



Kiv m¤¢e nqwb| AvB‡bi Ab¨vb¨ weavbvejx ev¯Íevq‡bI †Kvb 

D‡jøL‡hvM¨ mvdj¨ †bB| d‡j AvBwb Am¤ú~Y©Zv Ges we`¨gvb 

AvB‡bi AvswkK I AKvh©Ki ev¯Íevqb evsjv‡`k‡K 

GdwmwUwmi jÿ¨ AR©‡b A‡bK wcwQ‡q †i‡L‡Q| cÖkœ Avm‡Z 

cv‡i mgmvgwqK Ab¨vb¨ A‡bK welq †hgb GgwWwR ev¯Íevq‡b 

evsjv‡`k m‡šÍvlRbK mvdj¨ †c‡jI GdwmwUwmi ev¯Íevq‡b 

AMÖMwZ GZ Kg †Kb| G‡ÿ‡Î welq `ywUi cÖwZ miKv‡ii 

`„wóf½x I cÖwZkÖæwZi ZviZg¨ g~j¨vqb Riæwi| GdwmwUwm‡K 

miKvi eiveiB wek¦¯^v¯’¨ ms¯’vi GKwU KvR ev `wjj wn‡m‡e 

g~j¨vqb K‡i‡Q, wbR¯^ Dbœqb fvebvi mv‡_ welqwU‡K KLbB 

m¤ú„³ Ki‡Z Pvqwb| Rb¯^v¯’¨ I A_©bxwZi Rb¨ GZeo GKUv 

SzuwK †gvKv‡ejvq miKvi cÖvmw½K mKj gš¿K‡K AšÍf©y³ bv 

K‡i †Kej ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq‡K AšÍf©y³ K‡i‡Q| ev¯ÍeZv n‡jv 

¯^v¯’¨ gš¿YvjqI GUv‡K Zv‡`i AMÖvwaKvi ZvwjKvq bv †i‡L 

AwZwi³ KvR wn‡m‡e ev¯Íevqb Kivi †Póv Ki‡Q| Ab¨w`‡K 

GgwWwR AR©‡b miKvi †MvUv ivóªhš¿‡K e¨envi K‡i‡Q| Z‡e 

welqwU †h ïay  evsjv‡`‡ki †ÿ‡ÎB N‡U‡Q Zv ejv hv‡ebv| 

GdwmwUwmfy³ A‡bK †`kB ZvgvK wbqš¿Y‡K Zv‡`i g~j 

Dbœqb fvebvi wbwi‡L wePvi-we‡kølY Ki‡Z cv‡iwb| e„nr 

cwim‡i †`L‡j RvwZmsN I Zvi wewfbœ A½msMVb Ges 

`vZvms¯’v¸‡jv ˆewk¦K Dbœq‡bi Rb¨ Ghver †hme LÐ LÐ 

Dbœqb c`‡ÿc MÖnY K‡i‡Q †m¸‡jvi ev¯Íevqb AMÖMwZ I 

cÖfve wek¦‡bZv‡`i bZzb Dbœqb fvebvi Rb¥ w`‡q‡Q| 

GgwWwRi mvdj¨ GB fvebvi wfZ wewbg©vY I †UKmB Dbœqb 

jÿ¨gvÎv MÖn‡Y AbycÖvwYZ K‡i‡Q| wek¦‡bZviv GLb bZzb 

†Kvb Dbœqb c`‡ÿc‡K wew”Qbœfv‡e †`L‡Z bvivR, mvgwMÖK 

Dbœqb `k©b Z_v g~j Dbœqb †mªvZavivi wbwi‡L we‡kølY Kivi 

c‡ÿ Zviv| Zv‡`i hyw³, †h‡nZz GKUv we‡kl †ÿ‡Î M„nxZ 

Dbœqb c`‡ÿc Ab¨ GKUv Dbœqb‡K Z¡ivwš^Z ev evavMÖ¯Í `yBB 

Ki‡Z cv‡i †m‡nZz mKj Dbœqb fvebv‡K GKUv mvgwMÖK 

Dbœqb iƒc‡iLvi AvIZvq †`Lv Riæwi| †UKmB Dbœqb 

jÿ¨gvÎv †mw`K †_‡K GhveZ wek¦e¨vcx M„nxZ me‡P‡q c~Y©v½ 

ev mvgwMÖK Dbœqb fvebv| KviY †UKmB Dbœqb jÿ¨gvÎv 

GKBmv‡_ we`¨gvb Ab¨vb¨ Dbœqb fvebv‡K GK‡Î mwbœ‡ewkZ 

K‡i‡Q Ges †m¸‡jv‡K A_©‰bwZK, mvgvwRK I cwi‡ekMZ 

w`K †_‡K g~j¨vq‡bi wb‡`©kbv cÖ`vb K‡i‡Q|

considered FCTC as the document of World Health 
Organization (WHO) and has never integrated the 
issue with its mainstream development agendas. To 
prevent the huge risk for public health and economy, 
the government has involved the Health Ministry 
alone whereas it was supposed to involve all the 
relevant ministries to work together. It is true that the 
Health Ministry has tried implementing the issue 
considering it as an additional responsibility instead 
of prioritization. Conversely, the government has 
used the entire state machinery to achieve the 
MDGs. However, the same results have been 
observed in other countries as well. In fact, many of 
the FCTC signatory countries have failed to consider 
tobacco control in line with their key development 
initiative. In a larger extent, the implementation 
process and advancement of various disjointed 
development initiatives taken so far by the UN, its 
wings and other donor agencies for global 
development has made the global leaders to think 
differently. The MDGs’ success has built the base of 
SDGs and inspired them to adopt it for further 
development. The global leaders want to make all 
the development initiatives united and they are also 
on the view to analyze those initiatives based on the 
overall development philosophy and mainstream 
development process. They argued that since a 
specific development endeavor can hamper or 
benefit the other development initiatives, thus it is 
important that all the development plans should be 
brought under an overall development map. SDGs 
are the complete development roadmap considering 
the ground in the current global context because 
SDGs have accumulated all the other development 
plans and instructed to evaluate them on economic, 
social and environmental perspectives.
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†UKmB Dbœqb j¶¨gvÎv, ˆewk¦K Dbœq‡bi GK bZzb 

c_wb‡`©wkKv| c„w_ex I c„w_exe¨vcx gvbyl‡K Kvh©Ki Dbœqb 

myiÿv cÖ`vb Ki‡Z m`¨ mgvß mnmÖvã Dbœqb jÿgvÎvi 

(GgwWwR) cUf~wgKvq †UKmB Dbœqb j¶¨gvÎv (GmwWwR) 

wbg©vY Kiv n‡q‡Q| m¤úªwZ RvwZms‡Ni 70Zg mvaviY 

m‡¤§j‡b wek¦‡bZviv 2030 mv‡ji g‡a¨ GmwWwRi 17wU 

jÿ¨gvÎv AR©‡b 169wU cÖwZkÖæwZ c~i‡Yi Rb¨ A½xKvie× 

n‡q‡Q, hvi g‡a¨ GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb Ab¨Zg| 

ZvgvKwe‡ivax‡`i Rb¨ GUv weivU mvdj¨| GdwmwUwm 

ev¯Íevqb GLb Avi wew”Qbœ †Kvb welq bq| Dbœq‡bi gyj 

†mªvZavivi mv‡_ m¤ú„³| GmwWwR AR©b Ki‡Z PvB‡j 

miKvi‡K GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb Ki‡Z n‡e|

evsjv‡`‡ki b¨vq Dbœqbkxj †`‡k †UKmB Dbœqb jÿ¨gvÎv 

AR©‡b GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb c~e©kZ© ej‡j AZy¨w³ n‡ebv| 

evsjv‡`‡k GdwmwUwmi Kvh©Ki ev¯Íevqb †gvUv`v‡M `y‡Uv 

Kvi‡Y AZ¨šÍ Riæwi| GK: GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb e¨wZ‡i‡K 

GmwWwRÕi Z…Zxq jÿ¨gvÎv Ô¯^v¯’¨m¤§Z Rxebgvb wbwðZKiY 

Ges me eq‡mi mK‡ji Rb¨ my¯^v¯’¨ wbwðZ KivÕ AR©b m¤¢e 

bq| `yB: GmwWwRÕi Ab¨vb¨ jÿ¨gvÎv AR©‡bI ZvgvK GKUv 

eo ai‡bi evav, hv GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevq‡bi gva¨‡gB AcmviY 

Ki‡Z n‡e| evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvKRwbZ g„Zz¨ I ÿqÿwZi wPÎ 

fqven| wek¦ ¯^v¯’¨ ms¯’vi 2004 mv‡ji Z_¨ Abyhvqx, 

evsjv‡`‡k cÖwZeQi ZvgvKRwbZ †iv‡M gviv hvq 57 nvRvi 

gvbyl, c½yZ¡ eiY K‡i AviI 3 jÿ 82 nvRvi gvbyl|

9

 

eZ©gv‡b wbtm‡›`‡n GB msL¨v AviI e„w× †c‡q‡Q| 

ZvgvKRwbZ GB g„Zz¨ I ÿqÿwZ †gvKv‡ejv Ki‡Z bv cvi‡j 

GmwWwRÕi Z…Zxq jÿ¨gvÎv AR©b m¤¢e bq| c„w_exi meRvqMv 

†_‡K meai‡bi `vwi`ª¨ wbg~©j Kivi cÖZ¨q e¨³ Kiv n‡q‡Q 

†UKmB Dbœqb jÿ¨gvÎv- 1 G| wek¦¯^v¯’¨ ms¯’vi wn‡me 

Abyhvqx evsjv‡`‡k GKwU cwiev‡ii gvwmK Li‡Pi 5 fvM e¨q 

nq Zvgv‡K, hv Ab¨vb¨ `vwi`ª¨`~ixKiY Kv‡R e¨q Kiv hvq| 

GKBmv‡_ ZvgvKRwbZ Amy‡L cÖwZwU cwievi‡K Zv‡`i gvwmK 

Li‡Pi 10fvM e¨q Ki‡Z nq, hv Avq`vwi`ª¨ I gvbe 

`vwi`ª¨‡K Z¡ivwš^Z K‡i|

10

 GQvov c‡ivÿfv‡e A_©vr 

ZvgvKRwbZ g„Zz¨ I c½y‡Z¡i d‡j eQ‡i Av‡iv 652.86 

wgwjqb Wjvi Avq ÿwZ nq|

11

 A_©vr evsjv‡`‡ki 

`vwi`ª¨`~ixKi‡Y ZvgvK kw³kvjx evav| µgea©gvb ZvgvKPvl 

evsjv‡`‡ki Lv`¨wbivcËvq cÖwZwbqZ SuywK m„wó Ki‡Q| 

eZ©gv‡b ZvgvKPv‡li AvIZvfy³ Rwgi cwigvY cÖvq 1 jÿ 8 

nvRvi †n±i|

12

 ZvgvKPvl gvwUi ¯^v‡¯’¨i Rb¨ LyeB ÿwZKi| 

ZvQvov Zvgv‡Ki Rwg‡Z Lv`¨RvZxq dm‡ji Drcv`bkxjZv 

µgk n«vm cvq, hv Lv`¨ wbivcËv I †UKmB K…wli Rb¨ 

ûgwK¯^iƒc (jÿ¨gvÎv 2- ÿzavgyw³, Lv`¨wbivcËv AR©b, DbœZ 

cywó I †UKmB K…wl e¨e¯’v AR©b)| wkÿv gvby‡li †gŠwjK 

AwaKvi| mevi Rb¨ gvbm¤§Z wkÿvi e¨e¯’v bv Kiv †M‡j 

†UKmB Dbœqb m¤¢e bq| A_P evsjv‡`‡ki wewo KviLvbvi 

kÖwgK‡`i A‡a©KB wkïkÖwgK, hviv wkÿvewÂZ Ges Pig 

`vwi‡`ª¨i wkKvi|

13

 ZvgvKPvl I ZvgvKwewµi mv‡_I GKUv 

D‡jøL‡hvM¨ msL¨K wkïkÖwgK RwoZ i‡q‡Q, hviv wkÿvjv‡fi 

my‡hvM †_‡K ewÂZ (jÿ¨gvÎv 4- Rxebe¨vcx mve©Rbxb I 

¸YMZ wkÿv)|

14

 evsjv‡`‡ki RbmsL¨vi cÖvq A‡a©K bvix| 

GB wecyj msL¨K Rb‡Mvôx‡K ˆel‡g¨ †i‡L †UKmB Dbœqb

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are the new 
guidelines for global development. The SDGs have 
been formulated based on the recently ended 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to protect 
the earth and the humans. Recently, at the 70th UN 
General Assembly, the global leaders have pledged 
to reach 17 goals with 169 promises by 2030 and the 
implementation of the FCTC is a notable one among 
the other goals. This is a great achievement indeed 
for the anti-tobacco platforms. The implementation 
of the FCTC is not a minor issue now, in fact, it is 
connected with the mainstream development as 
well. The government has to implement the FCTC if 
it wants to achieve the SDGs within the budgeted 
time.

It should not sound exaggerated that implementation 
of the FCTC to reach the SDGs is a pre-condition for 
a developing country like Bangladesh. It is mostly 
important for two specific reasons. Firstly: without 
FCTC implementation reaching the third goal of 
SDG - ‘Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being 
for all at all ages’ is impossible. Secondly: tobacco is 
also a great hindrance to reach the other SDGs which 
should be removed by FCTC implementation. 
Bangladesh has a shocking number of 
tobacco-related deaths. According to World Health 
Organization (WHO), annually 57,000 people die in 
Bangladesh and 382,000 people turn cripple9, and it 
is estimated unofficially that the number in the 
present days might have increased greatly. Unless 
the tobacco-related deaths are not prevented, the 
third goal of SDG would not be achieved. The 
number 1 of the SDG is about ending poverty in all 
its existing forms everywhere. Following the WHO 
statistics, 5% of the family income is spent for 
tobacco use which could be used for poverty 
reduction activities. By the same time, each of the 
families has to spend 10 percent of their monthly 
expense for tobacco related diseases which 
accelerates the income poverty and human poverty10. 
Besides, indirectly the damages caused due to 
tobacco related deaths and disabilities are worth 
652.86 million dollars11 which refers that tobacco is 
a strong obstacle for Bangladesh to eradicate 
poverty. Rapid expansion of tobacco farming is a 
continuous threat for the food security of 
Bangladesh. At this time tobacco is being grown on 
the enlisted land of around 108,000 hectares12. 
Tobacco farming is highly risky for the soil and the 
lands growing tobacco lose the productivity to 
produce food crops which is a threat for the food

10

ZvgvK bv †UKmB Dbœqb TOBACCO OR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

GmwWwR AR©‡b GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevq‡bi cÖvmw½KZv

Relevancies to implement FCTC to achieve SDGs



KLbB m¤¢e bq| GATS, 2009 Abyhvqx, evsjv‡`‡ki 1 

†KvwUiI †ewk bvix c‡ivÿ a~gcv‡bi wkKvi|

15

 ZvgvK e¨envi 

bv K‡iI Zvgv‡Ki mKj ¯^v¯’¨ ÿwZi ûgwK‡Z i‡q‡Q GB 

bvixiv| GdwmwUwm‡Z c‡ivÿ a~gcv‡bi ÿwZ †_‡K iÿvq 

mKj cvewjK †cøm I cwienb‡K m¤ú~Y© a~gcvbgy³ ivLvi 

wb‡`©kbv cÖ`vb Kiv n‡q‡Q hvi ev¯Íevq‡bi gva¨‡gB Gai‡bi 

‰elg¨ (jÿ¨gvÎv 5- wj½ mgZv) `~i Kiv m¤¢e| my›`i Ges 

my¯’ Kg©cwi‡ek gvby‡li Kg©ÿgZv evovq, w¯’wZkxj A_©‰bwZK 

cÖe„w× AR©b‡K Z¡ivwš^Z K‡i (jÿ¨gvÎv 8- †UKmB A_©‰bwZK 

DbœwZ I my›`i Kg©cwi‡ek)| evsjv‡`‡k 63 fvM Kg©Rxex 

gvbyl Kg©‡ÿ‡Î c‡ivÿ a~gcv‡bi wkKvi nb|

16

 GQvovI 

ZvgvK e¨env‡ii Kvi‡Y Kg©ÿg gvby‡li weivU Ask AKvj 

g„Zz¨ I c½y‡Z¡i wkKvi nb hv †`‡ki †UKmB A_©‰bwZK 

cÖe„w×‡K evavMÖ¯Í K‡i| ˆewk¦K Ges Avf¨šÍixY ˆelg¨ n«vm 

(jÿ¨gvÎv 10) e¨ZxZ †UKmB Dbœqb AR©b m¤¢eci bq| wek¦ 

¯^v¯’¨ ms¯’vi cÖwZ‡e`b Abyhvqx AvMvgx 2030 mvj bvMv` 

ZvgvK e¨enviRwbZ g„Zz¨i cwigvY eQ‡i 80 jvL Qvwo‡q 

hv‡e Ges GB g„Zz¨ †Uvj-Gi 80 fvMB enb Ki‡Z 

n‡e evsjv‡`‡ki gZ Z„Zxq we‡k¦i †`k¸‡jv‡K|

17

 Ab¨w`‡K 

†avuqvwenxb ZvgvK e¨enviKvixi msL¨v kn‡ii Zzjbvq 

evsjv‡`‡ki MÖvgxY mgv‡R 6 kZvsk †ewk|

18

 GdwmwUwmÕi 

ev¯Íevq‡bi gva¨‡g GB ˆelg¨  n«vm Kiv m¤¢e| Ab¨w`‡K 

evsjv‡`‡k kn‡i emevmiZ cÖvßeq¯‹ Rb‡Mvôxi 46.6 

kZvsk cvewjK †cømmg~‡n c‡ivÿ a~gcv‡bi wkKvi Ges GB 

nvi MÖv‡gi Zzjbvq †ewk|

19

 KviY kn‡ii Ave× ¯’v‡b evqy 

`yl‡Yi Ab¨Zg cÖavb KviY a~gcvb| myZivs mKj cvewjK 

†cømmg~n GdwmwUwmÕi Av‡jv‡K kZfvM a~gcvbgy³ Kivi 

gva¨‡g Gi ÿwZ †_‡K gvby‡li Rxeb evuPv‡bv m¤¢e| hv 

†UKmB kni I Zvi Awaevmx‡`i wbivc` ivL‡Z ¸iæZ¡c~Y© 

Ae`vb ivL‡e (jÿ¨gvÎv 11)| Rjevqy cwieZ©b mviv c„w_exi 

Rb¨ GK weivU ûgwK| Z…Zxq we‡k¦i †`k¸‡jv‡Z GB SuywKi 

gvÎv AviI †ewk| Rjevqy cwieZ©‡bi Ab¨Zg KviY eb 

DRvo| ZvgvK Pvl mviv c„w_exi 2-4 kZvsk ebDRv‡oi Rb¨ 

`vqx|

20

 evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvK cÖwµqvRvZKi‡Y eQ‡i †cvov‡bv 

nq 29 jÿ 32 nvRvi MvQ|

21

 myZivs ZvgvKPvl Ges

security and sustainable agriculture (Goal 2- End 
hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture). 
Education is a basic need for all. Unless everyone 
gets a standard education, sustainable development 
is impossible. However, in Bangladesh half of the 
bidi factory workers are child and experiencing 
hardcore poverty13. A notable portion is also related 
with tobacco farming and tobacco selling who are 
deprived of their basic education (Goal 4 - Ensure 
inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning for all)14. Almost half of 
the population of Bangladesh is women. Sustainable 
development is not possible by discriminating with 
this huge population. Global Adult Tobacco Survey 
– GATS 2009 has found that over 10 million women 
become victimized by passive smoking15. They are 
receiving unwanted health damage without 
participation in tobacco use. The FCTC has 
suggested making all the public places and public 
transports smoke free and by implementing the 
directives such discriminations (Goal 5 - Achieve 
gender equality and empower all women and girls) 
could be removed. A sound and healthy working 
environment helps to increase productivity and 
accelerates a stable economic growth 
simultaneously (Goal 8: Promote sustained, 
inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 
productive employment and decent work for all). 
Around 63 percent working people are affected with 
different level of passive smoking at their respective 
workplaces16. Besides, a large number of people die 
a premature death and turn cripple which hampers 
the sustainable economic progress of the country. 
Sustainable development is impossible until the global
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Gi e¨envi n«v‡mi gva¨‡g Rjevqy cwieZ©‡bi SzuwK I cÖfve 

†gvKv‡ejv (jÿ¨gvÎv 13) mnRZi n‡e| RjR m¤ú` 

msiÿY bv Kiv n‡j cwi‡e‡ki Kvw•ÿZ fvimvg¨ iÿv cÖvq 

Am¤¢e| A_P 2013 mv‡j B›Uvib¨vkbvj †Kv÷vj wK¬b-Avc 

evsjv‡`kmn 92wU †`‡ki mvMi †_‡K †h eR©¨ msMÖn K‡i Zvi 

g‡a¨ 1g ̄ ’v‡b i‡q‡Q wmMv‡iU wdëvi|

22

 wmMv‡iU wdëvi c‡P 

wg‡k †h‡Z 12 eQi ch©šÍ mgq †bq| d‡j Zv `xN© mgq a‡i 

mvM‡i `~lY m„wó K‡i| hv †UKmB mvMi, gnvmvMi I mvgyw`ªK 

m¤ú` msiÿY e¨e¯’vi (jÿ¨gvÎv 14) Ab¨Zg AšÍivq| 

Ab¨w`‡K ¯’jfv‡Mi m¤ú` Z_v Rxe‰ewPÎ¨ iÿv, eb msiÿY 

Ges f‚wgÿq †iva (jÿ¨gvÎv 15) e¨ZxZ †UKmB Dbœqb AR©b 

m¤¢e bq| GLv‡bI i‡q‡Q Zvgv‡Ki weiƒc cÖfve| ZvgvK 

Pv‡li d‡j gvwUi e¨vcK ÿwZ nq| av‡bi †P‡q ZvgvK Pv‡l 

3 ¸Y †ewk BDwiqv mvi Ges KxUbvkK e¨envi Ki‡Z nq| 

ZviciI †`‡k ZvgvKPv‡l Rwgi cwigvY eQi eQi †e‡oB 

P‡j‡Q| 2011 mv‡ji Zzjbvq eZ©gv‡b ZvgvKPv‡li Rwg 3 

¸Y e„w× †c‡q‡Q| Ab¨w`‡K ZvgvK †cvov‡bvi d‡j 

evsjv‡`‡k 30% eb DRvo n‡q _v‡K|

23

 myZivs ZvgvKcY¨ 

Drcv`b, wecYb I e¨enviRwbZ ÿqÿwZ cÖf…wZ mvwe©Kfv‡e 

g~j¨vqb Ki‡j †`Lv hv‡e †m¸‡jvi meB GmwWwRÕi cÖwZwU 

jÿ¨gvÎv AR©‡bi AšÍivq wn‡m‡e KvR Ki‡e| A_©vr 

GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb bv Ki‡Z cvi‡j ZvgvK †`‡ki 

A_©‰bwZK, mvgvwRK I cwi‡ekMZ wfZ `ye©j K‡i †dj‡e 

Ges Gi d‡j †UKmB Dbœqb AR©b evavMÖ¯Í n‡e|

and domestic discriminations are reduced (Goal 10: 
Reduce inequality within and among countries). 
Following the WHO, tobacco related deaths will 
cross 80 lakh by 2030 and the third world countries 
like Bangladesh will bear about 80 percent of the 
entire death toll17. On the other side, in the rural 
areas, the rate of smokeless tobacco users is 6 
percent more comparing to the cities18. By 
implementing the FCTC, the discrimination could 
be reduced. Further, 46.6 percent people living in the 
cities of Bangladesh are exposed to passive smoking 
at the public places (GATS, 2009) and the rate is 
more comparing to the rural areas as smoking is the 
key cause of air pollution in the covered areas of the 
cities19. Thereby, the losses could be reduced and 
lives could be saved only by making the smoking 
free public places following the FCTC guidelines 
which will help building a sustainable city and keep 
its citizens safe (Goal 11: Make cities inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable). Climate change is an 
important issue in the current days and the third 
world countries are under higher risks of it for 
several reasons. Deforestation is one of the key 
causes of climate change. Tobacco farming is 
responsible for 2-4 percent of the entire 
deforestation process in the world20. In Bangladesh, 
around 29 lakh 32 thousand trees are burnt to 
process tobacco leaves21. Therefore, by reducing 
tobacco farming and its use, it will be easier to battle 
the climate change and its impacts (Goal 13: Take 
urgent action to combat climate change and its 
impacts). Unless the marine resources are preserved, 
the environmental balance will be impossible. The 
International Coastal Clean UP 2013 has collected 
wastes from seas belonging to 92 countries where 
cigarette filters were on the first position in the list of 
waste materials22. Cigarette filters take about 12 
years to rot and get mixed, and thus it keeps 
polluting sea water for a longer time which hampers 
the sustainable sea, ocean and marine resource (Goal 
14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 
and marine resources for sustainable development) 
protection. On the other side, sustainable 
development is impossible without protecting the 
land resources like wildlife, combating 
desertification and land prevention of the 
degradation (Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote 
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 
manage forests, combat desertification, halt and 
reverse land degradation, halt biodiversity loss). 
Tobacco farming has negative impacts here as well. 
Tobacco farming damages the soil and the farming 
requires more fertilizers (about three times more 
than the food crops) and other insecticides than 
paddy farming. But the amount of land for growing 
tobacco is increasing in Bangladesh. The tobacco 
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GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevq‡b A_©ms¯’vb GKwU AZ¨šÍ m½Z I 

cÖvmw½K wRÁvmv| evsjv‡`‡ki gZ Dbœqbkxj A_©bxwZ‡Z 

Dbœqb cwiKíbv ev¯Íevq‡b h_vh_ A_©vqb eiveiB GKUv 

P¨v‡jÄ| Z‡e GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevq‡bi †ÿ‡Î welqwU D‡ëv, 

miKvi eis GLvb †_‡K eo AvKv‡ii ivR¯^ AvniY Ki‡Z 

cv‡i| GdwmwUwmi Ki c`‡ÿc ev¯Íevqb A_©vr ZvgvKc‡Y¨ 

Kvh©Ki I ewa©Znv‡i Kiv‡iv‡ci gva¨‡g miKvi GB ivR¯^ 

Avq AR©b Ki‡Z cv‡i| ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Yi w`K †_‡KI 

A_©vq‡bi GB DrmwU AZ¨šÍ ¸iæZ¡c~Y©, †Kbbv GwU mwVKfv‡e 

ev¯Íevqb Kiv †M‡j Zvgv‡Ki e¨envi e¨vcKfv‡e n«vm cvq|  

evsjv‡`k miKvi ZvgvK LvZ †_‡K eZ©gv‡b 14 nvRvi †KvwU 

UvKvi †ewk Ki eve` cvq Ges ¯^v¯’¨ Dbœqb mviPvR© eve` 

Av‡iv  cvq Av‡iv cÖvq 2 kZ †KvwU UvKv|

24

 Kvh©Ki ZvgvK 

Ki Av‡iv‡ci gva¨‡g miKvi GB Lv‡Zi Avq Av‡iv 

K‡qK-¸Y evov‡Z cv‡i, hv GKBmv‡_ Zvgv‡Ki e¨envi 

n«v‡m Zvrch©c~Y© Ae`vb ivL‡e| 1993 †_‡K 2009 mg‡q 

`wÿY Avwd«Kv Zvgv‡Ki LyPiv g~‡j¨i Dci Kinvi e„w× K‡i 

32% †_‡K 52% G DbœxZ Kivq †mLv‡b wmMv‡i‡Ui e¨envi 

A‡a©‡K †b‡g Av‡m Ges GKBmv‡_ Gmg‡q ZvgvKivR¯^ e„w× 

cvq 9 ¸Y|

25

 Ab¨w`‡K evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvKc‡Y¨i Kiv‡ivc 

welqK Z_¨ we‡kølY Ki‡j †`Lv hvq Kvh©Ki Kiv‡iv‡ci 

Afv‡e GLv‡b ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖK…Z g~j¨ e„w× cvqwb| D‡ëv 

mviv we‡k¦i g‡a¨ evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvK c‡Y¨i `vg m¯Ív †_‡K 

AviI AwaK m¯Ív n‡q‡Q| Gi cÖZ¨ÿ dj wn‡m‡e ZvgvK 

e¨enviKvixi nvi 2004 mvj †_‡K 2009 GB 5 eQ‡ii 

e¨eav‡b 37% †_‡K 43% A_©vr 6 kZvsk †e‡o‡Q|

26

 

eZ©gv‡b †`‡k ZvgvK e¨enviKvixi msL¨v 4 †KvwUi †ewk| 

mgx¶vq †`Lv †M‡Q, Kiv‡iv‡ci d‡j cÖK…Z g~j¨ kZKiv 10 

fvM e„w× †c‡j wbgœ I gvSvwi Av‡qi †jvKR‡bi g‡a¨ 

a~gcv‡bi Af¨vm kZKiv 8 fvM n«vm cvq, hv Rb¯^v‡¯’¨i 

wbwi‡L cÖksmbxq m~PK wn‡m‡e we‡ewPZ|

27

 GQvov ewa©Z

farming lands have increased three times in the 
current days comparing to 2011. Further, about 30 
percent deforestation occurs for baking tobacco 
leaves23. So, if we estimate the overall damages 
caused for tobacco production marketing and 
tobacco use, we will see that all of them are blocking 
the ways to reach every sustainable development 
goal. If we fail to implement FCTC effectively, 
tobacco will weaken the country’s economy, social 
and environmental pillars and consequently the 
achievement of sustainable development goals will 
be hampered to its greatest extent. 

Financing on the FCTC implementation is consistent 
and relevant question now. Financing to implement 
a development initiative is a great challenge for a 
developing economy especially for Bangladesh. But 
the scenario is just the opposite for implementing the 
FCTC as the government has the potential to earn a 
large sum of revenue. By implementing the FCTC 
provided taxation system, the government could 
gather the extra revenue. The issue is also important 
considering the tobacco control because if it is 
implemented, the use of tobacco will also be reduced 
to a great extent. Currently, the Bangladesh 
government receives over Tk 14 thousand crores as 
tobacco tax and also receives over Tk 200 crores as 
health development surcharge24. By implementing 
an effective tobacco taxation policy, the government 
could increase the amount several times more which 
will also be helpful in reducing tobacco use. In South 
Africa, between 1993 and 2009, total taxes on 
cigarettes were increased from 32 percent to 52 
percent of the retail price. This contributed to having 
tobacco consumption from about four cigarettes per 
adult per day to two cigarettes per day over a decade, 
and generated a nine-fold increase in government 
tobacco tax revenue25. On the other side, analysis of 
tobacco taxation data in Bangladesh shows that the 
real price of tobacco products has not been increased 
due to the lack of effective tobacco taxation rather 
the prices of tobacco has been cheaper here 
comparing to the other neighboring countries. As a 
direct result the rate of tobacco users has increased 
from 37 percent to 43 percent (increased by 6 
percent) by the difference of four years, from 2005 
to 200926. Currently the number of tobacco users is 
over 4 crores and studies have found that if the real 
price of tobacco increases by 10 percent, it helps to 
cut smoking by 8 percent among the lower and 
middle income people which is considered as an 
adorable public health indicator27. Besides, the higher 
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GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevq‡b A_©vqb I AMÖvwaKvi

Financing in FCTC implementation and Prioritization



ZvgvKg~j¨ bZzb‡`i ZvgvK ïiæi fvebv‡K e¨vcKfv‡e 

wbiærmvwnZ K‡i| G cÖm‡½ gvB‡µvmdU Gi cÖwZôvZv wej 

†MUm e‡jb ÔivR¯^ Avni‡Yi cÖ¯Ívebv¸‡jvi g‡a¨ Avgvi Kv‡Q 

ZvgvK Ki me‡P‡q AvKl©Yxq KviY G‡Z GKBmv‡_ Zvgv‡Ki 

e¨envi K‡g Ges D‡jø‡hvM¨ cwigv‡Y ivR¯^ AvnwiZ nq| 

Rb¯^v‡¯’¨i Rb¨ GwU Dfq w`K †_‡KB jvfRbK 

(win-win)|Õ

28 

m¤úªwZ RvwZms‡Ni ÔDbœq‡bi Rb¨ A_©vqbÕ 

kxl©K AvwÏm Avevev ˆeV‡K we‡k¦i miKvimg~n Dbœqb Kg©KvÐ 

cwiPvjbvq ZvgvK Ki‡K ivR¯^ Avni‡Yi GKwU Kvh©Ki I 

m¤¢vebvgq Drm wn‡m‡e ¯^xK…wZ w`‡q‡Q|

29

 Kv‡RB evsjv‡`k 

miKviI ZvgvKc‡Y¨ Kvh©Ki I ewa©Znv‡i Kiv‡iv‡ci gva¨‡g 

ivR¯^ Pvwn`v c~iY I GdwmwUwmÕi c~Y©v½ ev¯Íevqb Z_v 

GmwWwR AR©‡b mdjZv †`Lv‡Z cv‡i| Z‡e G‡ÿ‡Î 

AMÖvwaKvi wba©viY Riæwi| ZvgvK Ki †_‡K AwR©Z ivR¯^ wK 

meai‡bi Dbœqb Kv‡R e¨q n‡e bv †Kej AmsµvgK †ivM 

†gvKv‡ejvq e¨envi n‡e, bvwK ïayB GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb ev 

ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Y e¨envi Kiv n‡e Zv wba©viY Ki‡Z n‡e| 

†m‡ÿ‡Î cÖ_‡gB ZvgvK wbqš¿Y ev GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevq‡b 

Avgv‡`i eZ©gvb Ae¯’vb g~j¨vqb Kiv `iKvi| ZvgvKPvl 

wbqš¿Y I ZvgvK Ki welqK bxwZgvjv, Qwehy³ ¯^v¯’¨ 

mZK©evYx (ch©vqµ‡g †cøBb c¨v‡KwRs Pvjy) ev¯Íevqb, 

LyPiv/kjvKv wmMv‡iU wewµ wbwl×, a~gcv‡bi Rb¨ wbw`©ó ¯’vb 

bv ivLvi weavb, Zvgv‡Ki A‰ea evwYR¨ I ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi 

n¯Í‡ÿc wbqš¿‡Y bxwZgvjvmn GdwmwUwmÕi A‡bK MyiæZ¡c~Y© 

wb‡`©kbv‡K evsjv‡`k GLb ch©šÍ AvBwb iƒc w`‡Z cv‡iwb| †h 

Kvi‡Y eZ©gvb AvBb Øviv GdwmwUwmÕi c~Y©v½ ev¯Íevqb m¤¢e 

bq| AvBb hZ Am¤ú~Y© nq ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc ZZ 

Zxeª I AvMÖvmx nq Ges †m‡ÿ‡Î AvB‡bi Kvw•ÿZ mydj 

cvIqv hvqbv| Kv‡RB GdwmwUwmÕi c~Y©v½ ev¯Íevqb Ki‡Z 

n‡j cÖ_‡gB GdwmwUwmi Av‡jv‡K GKwU c~Y©v½ ZvgvK wbqš¿Y 

AvBb cÖYqb Ki‡Z n‡e| myZivs cÖv_wgK ch©v‡q DwPZ n‡e 

ZvgvK †_‡K AwR©Z ivR¯^ GdwmwUwmÕi wb‡`©kbv Abyhvqx 

AvBb cÖYqb I ev¯Íevq‡b e¨q Kiv| GdwmwUwm ev¯Íevqb 

Kvw•ÿZ ch©v‡q DbœxZ n‡j ZvgvK †_‡K AwR©Z ivR¯^ Avq 

ch©vqµ‡g AmsµvgK †ivM †gvKv‡ejv I Ab¨vb¨ Dbœqbg~jK 

Kv‡R e¨envi Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i|
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prices also discourage 
youths from staring to 
tobacco. Bill Gates, 
founder of Microsoft and 
philanthropist said, 
“Among the revenue 
proposal I have 
examined, tobacco 
taxations are especially 
attractive because they 
encourage smoker to quit 
and discourage people 
from starting to smoke, 
as well as generate 
significant revenue. It’s a 
win-win for global 
health.”28 Recently, the 
UN’s conference in 
Addis Ababa titled 
‘Financing for 

Development’ has also endorsed tobacco taxation as 
an effective and potential revenue source for 
financing development activities29. Thereby, the 
Bangladesh Government could earn huge revenue 
and could show the successful implementation of 
FCTC directives or could show the success of SDGs 
by imposing effective and increased taxes on all 
tobacco products. But prioritizing of the issues is a 
must in this case. It should be set first whether the 
revenue from tobacco taxation should be used for 
implementing the FCTC/ tobacco control or battling 
the non-communicable diseases. In that case, we 
have to evaluate the existing status of our tobacco 
control or FCTC implementation. Bangladesh have 
failed to legalize many of the FCTC directives 
including tobacco farming control and taxation 
policies, pictorial health warning (gradually plain 
packaging) implementation, banning retail cigarette 
sale, discarding the smoking zones, formulating 
policies over controlling tobacco company 
interference and illicit tobacco trade etc. As a result, 
the implementation of the FCTC is not possible with 
the existing law. It is evident that tobacco 
companies’ aggressions turn stronger when the law 
is weaker and in that case the law could not bring the 
desired outcome. So, if we want to implement the 
FCTC, a comprehensive law in line with the FCTC 
should be formulated. Therefore, initially the earned 
revenue from the tobacco taxation should be spent to 
formulate and implement an FCTC based tobacco 
control laws and regulations. When the 
implementation of FCTC is on a desired level, the 
revenue from the tobacco tax could be used for 
preventing non-communicable diseases and other 
development initiatives.



miKvi 2030 mv‡ji g‡a¨ †UKmB Dbœqb jÿ¨gvÎv AR©‡b 

A½xKvie×| RvZxq AMÖvwaKv‡ii wfwË‡Z miKvi ch©vqµ‡g 

Gme jÿ¨mg~n c~iY Ki‡e| g‡b ivL‡Z n‡e ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb 

me©`v Zrci _vK‡e GdwmwUwm †hb KLbB miKv‡ii 

AMÖvwaKvi ZvwjKvq bv Av‡m| ZvgvKwe‡ivax‡`i `vwqZ¡ 

GdwmwUwmÕi ev¯Íevqb‡K RvZxq AMÖvwaKvi ZvwjKvq wb‡q 

Avmvi Rb¨ wbiwew”Qbœ fv‡e KvR Kiv Ges miKv‡i‡K GKwU 

`xN©‡gqvw` RvZxq ZvgvK wbqš¿Y Kg©m~wP cÖYqb I ev¯Íevq‡b 

mnvqZv Kiv| GB Kg©m~wPi jÿ¨ n‡e 2030 mv‡ji g‡a¨ 

Zvgv‡Ki e¨envi I ZvgvKRwbZ ÿqÿwZ Kvw•ÿZ ch©v‡q 

bvwg‡q Avbv| †m‡ÿ‡Î we`¨gvb AvBb ev¯Íevqb I AvBwb 

NvUwZ c~i‡Y (GdwmwUwmi Av‡jv‡K) eQiwfwËK cÖwZkÖæwZ 

wba©viY I ch©vqµ‡g Zvi ev¯Íevqb wbwðZ Ki‡Z n‡e|

The government is committed to reach the SDGs by 
2030 and therefore the goals should be implemented 
based on national priority. It should be kept in mind 
that tobacco companies will always remain active so 
that the FCTC implementation should not be placed 
on Government’s priority list. The anti-tobacco 
platforms should continuously work to bring the 
FCTC implementation issue on the national priority 
list and formulate a perspective national tobacco 
control programme which should aim at reducing 
the damages caused for tobacco use by 2030 to a 
desired level. Consequently, following the FCTC, to 
implement the existing law and filling up the 
loopholes of the law, annual targets should be set 
and their gradual implementation should be ensured.
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†kl K_v Conclusion

Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and 
promote well-being for all at all ages

3.a Strengthen the implementation of the World 
Health Organization Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control in all countries, as appropriate 
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2q  Aa¨vq

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc

Chapter  2
Tobacco Company Interference



ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv GKwU †`‡ki ¯^v¯’¨bxwZ cÖYqb I 

ev¯Íevqb cÖwµqv‡K evavMÖ¯Í ev `ye©j Kivi wKsev wb‡R‡`i 

evwYwR¨K ¯^v_© mgybœZ iv‡L Ggb me bxwZ ev Ae¯’vb‡K 

DrmvwnZ Kivi j‡ÿ¨ †hme Kg©KvÐ cwiPvjbv K‡i ev 

†KŠk‡ji Avkªq †bq †m¸‡jvB ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi Ôn¯Í‡ÿcÕ 

wn‡m‡e cwiwPZ|

30

  GB Ôn¯Í‡ÿ‡cÕi Ask wn‡m‡e ZvgvK 

wbqš¿‡Yi D‡`¨vMmg~n‡K e¨nZ Ki‡Z ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb 

cÖwZwbqZ Ae¯’v‡f‡` cÖKv‡k¨ A_ev †Mvc‡b bvbvwea 

c`‡ÿc MÖnY K‡i Ges GmKj c`‡ÿc ev¯Íevq‡b 

cÖ‡qvRbxq A_© e¨q K‡i|

GwU g‡b ivLv Riæwi †h, ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi GKgvÎ jÿ¨ 

e¨emvwqK gybvdv e„w× Kiv Ges GRb¨ kw³kvjx ZvgvK 

wbqš¿Y bxwZgvjv cÖYqb I ev¯Íevq‡b evavi m„wó Kiv| 

Ab¨w`‡K miKv‡ii `vwqZ¡ Rb¯^v¯’¨ iÿvq kw³kvjx ZvgvK 

wbqš¿Y bxwZgvjv cÖYqb I Gi ev¯Íevqb wbwðZ Kiv| 

myZivs Rb¯^v‡¯’¨i `„wó‡KvY †_‡K ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb Ges 

miKv‡ii jÿ¨ m¤ú~Y© Avjv`v| ZvB ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb KLbI 

ZvgvK wbqš¿Y welqK bxwZ cÖYqb cÖwµqvq †÷K‡nvìvi 

n‡Z cv‡i bv|

31

Zvgv‡Ki wel gvby‡li g„Zy¨i Ab¨Zg KviY e‡j cÖgvwYZ| 

ZviciI Zvgv‡Ki e¨emv I wewµ  DfqB AvBbMZfv‡e ˆea| 

cvkvcvwk wek¦ Rb‡Mvôxi GKwU D‡jøL‡hvM¨ Ask GB c‡Y¨i 

†µZv I †fv³v nIqvq ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv mgMÖ 

c„w_exe¨vcx A_©‰bwZK I ivR‰bwZKfv‡e `viæY cÖfvekvjx| 

GB cÖfve‡K Kv‡R jvwM‡q ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv miKv‡ii 

weiæ‡× gvgjv-gKvÏgv, miKvi ev bxwZ-wba©viK‡`i cÖfvweZ 

Kiv, AvB‡bi ev Z‡_¨i Ace¨vL¨v Ges we`¨gvb AvB‡bi 

duvK‡dvKi ev `ye©jZv Lyu‡R †ei K‡i Kv‡R jvMv‡bvi ga¨ 

Tobacco company interference is the bunch of 
actions that the tobacco industry takes in order to 
obstruct the design  and implementation of a health 
policy or promote policies or positions that uphold it 
commercial interests30.  As part of the interference 
activities, the tobacco companies globally always try 
to drain the tobacco control initiatives both in covert 
and overt manner and spend required funds to 
implement the conspiracies.
 
It should be remembered that tobacco companies 
always aim at increasing profit by any means, and 
try to obstruct tobacco control policies in order to 
continue and expand their business smoothly. On the 
other side, the government is responsible to design 
and implement a stout tobacco control law that 
should protect the public health. Hence, the goals of 
the government and tobacco industry from public 
health point of view are conflicting; and thus the 
tobacco companies should never be considered as a 
stakeholder of any tobacco control policy, 
programme or initiative31.

Tobacco is the only legal product that kills people. 
Tobacco companies across the globe are stronger in 
terms of economy and politics because a vast quarter 
of the world populations are tobacco consumers. 
Using the economic and political powers, the 
tobacco companies interfere and run their business 
internationally using various tactics including legal 

17

ZvgvK bv †UKmB Dbœqb TOBACCO OR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc wK? What is Tobacco company interference? 



w`‡q mvivwe‡k¦ GKBmv‡_ Zv‡`i n¯Í‡ÿc I e¨emv 

myPZzifv‡e Pvwj‡q hv‡”Q|

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv g„Zz¨i mI`vMi nIqv m‡Ë¡I 

c„w_exe¨vcx Zviv GKwU ÔcwRwUf K‡c©v‡iU B‡gRÕ Gi 

myweav Dc‡fvM K‡i _v‡K| GB B‡gR ˆZwii Ab¨Zg GKwU 

gva¨g Zv‡`i ÔmvgvwRK `vqe×ZvÕ ev wmGmAvi welqK 

Kg©KvÐ| ÔmvgvwRK Kg©m~wPiÕ bv‡g ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv †h 

bvbvfv‡e Zv‡`i n¯Í‡ÿc Ae¨vnZ iv‡L Zvi cÖgvY †g‡j 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbiB wfZiKvi wewfbœ Z_¨- 

DcvË-cÖwZ‡e`‡b, hv B‡Zvg‡a¨ Rbm¤§y‡L D‡b¥vwPZ 

n‡q‡Q|

32

 GB n¯Í‡ÿcg~jK Kg©KvÐ m¤ú©‡K Z_¨-cÖgvYvw` 

cÖKvk Kivi gva¨‡g wewfbœ RvZxq I AvšÍR©vwZK msMVb 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc wbim‡b c„w_exe¨vcx 

miKvimg~‡ni Dci Pvc cÖ‡qvM Ae¨vnZ †i‡L‡Q| cvkvcvwk 

Zviv ZvgvK wbqš¿Y Kg©x‡`i ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi mvgvwRK 

`vqe×Zv, mvgvwRK m‡PZbZvi B‡gR †f‡½ w`‡Z KvR K‡i 

hvIqvi Rb¨ Drmvn hywM‡q Pj‡Q|

eûRvwZK †Kv¤úvwb wn‡m‡e ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv Zv‡`i 

evwYwR¨K ¯^v_© wUwK‡q ivLvi Rb¨ ZvgvK wbqš¿Y welqK 

c`‡ÿcmg~n MÖnY I ev¯Íevqb evavMÖ¯Í Ki‡Z GKB ai‡bi 

†KŠkj Ae¨vnZfv‡e e¨envi K‡i _v‡K|

33

 c„w_exi wewfbœ 

†`‡k ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿ‡ci D‡jøL‡hvM¨ wKQz †KŠkj 

GLv‡b Zz‡j aiv n‡jv (wewfbœ Z_¨m~Î

34,35,36

 I evsjv‡`‡ki 

ev¯Íe AwfÁZvi wfwË‡Z Dc¯’vwcZ):

battle against the governments, influencing the 
lawmakers or high government officials, distorting 
information, finding loopholes of existing laws and 
using those and many more.

Although tobacco companies are the death 
merchants, they enjoy a 'positive corporate image' 
worldwide for their so called social responsibilities 
or CSR activities. Using the CSR label, tobacco 
companies continue their interference activities that 
is also proven by different internal documents of the 
tobacco companies that already have been made 
public32. Anti-tobacco bodies across the world are 
pressing the governments to eliminate tobacco 
company interference using the revealed documents. 
At the same time, they encourage the tobacco 
control advocates to expose the false images of 
social responsibilities of the tobacco companies.

As multinational companies, they repeat the same 
strategy internationally to impede planning and 
implementation of the tobacco control initiatives in 
order for upholding their business interest33. The 
following section represents the notable interference 
initiatives of the tobacco companies in different 
parts of the world (based on different information 
sources34,35,36 and practical experiences from Bangladesh):

18

ZvgvK bv †UKmB Dbœqb TOBACCO OR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

OVERT COVERT

Litigation

Submit
Policies

Research/
Propaganda

CSR

Tobacco industry’s ploy to undermine tobacco control

Lobbying

In�uence
media

Mobilizing
front

groups

Bribing
Politicians

Undermining
Tobacco Control



19

ZvgvK bv †UKmB Dbœqb TOBACCO OR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Submit
Policies

eyw×Rxex I mykxjmgv‡Ri cÖwZwbwa‡`i GKwÎKiY

     cÖwZcÿ Ges mgv‡Ri Pjgvb aviv ch©‡eÿ‡Yi j‡ÿ¨ eyw×Rxex 

     I mykxj mgv‡Ri cÖwZwbwa‡`i wb‡q mfv-†mwgbvi Av‡qvRb

     fwel¨Z P¨v‡jÄ †gvKv‡ejvq bZzb Kg©‡KŠkj wba©viY

jwes

     bxwZ cÖYqb cÖwµqvq n¯Í‡ÿc

     ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi e¨emv mnvqK bxwZi c‡ÿ cÖPviYv

     AvBb ms‡kvab wel‡q cÖ¯Ívebv cÖ`vb

     AKvh©Ki AvBb cÖYq‡b DrmvwnZ Kiv

ivR‰bwZK Pvc cÖ‡qvM

     wbe©vPbx cÖPvi-cÖPviYvq A_©vqb

     ZvgvK wbqš¿Y bxwZgvjv P¨v‡jÄ Kivi nvwZqvi wn‡m‡e wewfbœ 

     AvšÍR©vwZK evwYwR¨K Pzw³ I Ab¨vb¨ `wjjvw` e¨envi

     miKvwi Kg©KZ©v‡`i mnvqZv AR©‡bi Rb¨ miKv‡ii wewfbœ 

     Kvh©µ‡g A_©vqb

     Kvh©Ki ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi cwie‡Z© miKv‡ii mv‡_ 

     ¯^ZcÖ‡Yvw`Z Pzw³‡K cÖvavb¨ †`Iqv

M‡elYvq A_©vqb, ˆeÁvwbK civgk©K wb‡qvM

     Zvgv‡Ki c‡ÿ Z_¨-DcvË ˆZwi‡Z A_©vqb (†hgb: M‡elK, 

     M‡elYv cÖwZôvb GgbwK wek¦we`¨vj‡q)

     cÿcvZg~jK M‡elYv Z_¨ djvI K‡i cÖPvi

     Zvgv‡Ki ÿwZKi cÖfve I ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Yi A_©‰bwZK cÖfve 

     welqK Z_¨ weK…Zfv‡e Dc¯’vcb

Z_¨ weK…Z Kiv

     ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Y miKv‡ii †bIqv c`‡ÿcmg~n‡K P¨v‡jÄ Kiv

     ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Y miKv‡ii c`‡ÿc †bIqv‡K wbiærmvwnZ 

     Ki‡Z bvbviKg AwZiwÄZ Z_¨ cÖPv‡ii cvkvcvwk Rbmg‡ÿ 

     ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi c‡ÿi hyw³ Zz‡j aiv

¯^v_© nvwm‡ji Rb¨ wewfbœ d«›U MÖæc ˆZwi I e¨envi

     wewfbœ Lv‡Zi †jvK‡`i wb‡q Gjv‡qÝ ev d«›U MÖæc ˆZwi †hgb: 

     †nv‡Uj-‡i‡¯Ívivu kÖwgK, LyPiv we‡µZv, cÖPviYv ms¯’v, a~gcvqxi

     AwaKvi msiÿY welqK msMVb, ZvgvK Pvlx

     ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Y M„nxZ c`‡ÿcmg~‡ni (†hgb: AvBb cÖYqb, 

     ZvgvKc‡Y¨ Kiv‡ivc, BZ¨vw`) we‡ivwaZv Kivi †ÿ‡Î Gme 

     MÖæc‡K gyLcvÎ wn‡m‡e e¨envi

gvgjv-gKÏgv

     ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Y M„nxZ c`‡ÿcmg~n `ye©jKi‡Y AvBwb jovB

     Pvjv‡bv

Gather civil society members and scholars

     Arrange seminars and meetings with civil society 
     members and scholars to observe the opposition and 
     prevailing society trends

     Plan future actions to fight challenges ahead

Lobbying

     Interfere on policy making process

     Promote pro-tobacco policies

     Place law amendment proposals

     Encourage formulation of ineffective law

Creat Political pressure

     Fund electoral campaigns

     Use international treaties and documents as tools to
     challenge tobacco control policies

     Sponsor government activities to derive help from 
     government officials

     Prioritize voluntary agreement with government in 
     place of effective tobacco control law

Fund research and hire scientific consultants 

     Fund creation of pro-tobacco facts (sponsor
     researchers, organizations or universities)

     Publicize biased research findings

     Twist data on detrimental effects of tobacco on 
     health and economy

Distort information 

     Challenge the government steps on tobacco control

     Discourage government's initiatives on tobacco 
control by filtered information and defending Tobacco 
industry in public

Create and utilize Front groups 

     Use people of different sectors including restaurant
     workers, retailers, advertising agencies, smokers’ 
     rights associations, tobacco farmers and other such
     groups as front groups

     Utilize these groups as spokespersons to oppose
     tobacco control measures like tobacco control law 
      formulation and taxation

Lawsuit

      Lodging court cases in order to weaken tobacco
      control initiatives
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ûgwK cÖ`vb

     ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Yi †bZ…e„›` I ivR‰bwZK bxwZ cÖ‡YZv‡`i 

     e¨w³MZfv‡e AvµgY I ûgwK w`‡q Zv‡`i Kg©KvÐ‡K 

     Aeg~j¨vqb I Rbg‡b weåvwšÍ m„wó Kiv

Rb‡mev I †Kv¤úvwbi mvgvwRK `vqe×Zv Kg©m~wP

     MÖnY‡hvM¨Zv ev Av¯’v AR©‡bi j‡ÿ¨ wkí-Kjv, †Ljva~jv, 

     mvs¯‹…wZK I Rb‡mevg~jK Kvh©µ‡g mnvqZv Ges Gme 

     Kvh©µ‡g bxwZ-wba©viK‡`i m¤ú„³ Kiv

     ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi ÔmvgvwRK `vwqZ¡‡ev‡aiÕ B‡gR Zz‡j aivi 

     j‡ÿ¨ ZvgvK Drcv`bKvix GjvKv‡Z wewfbœ cÖK‡í A_©vqb

     wgwWqv‡Z mvgvwRK `vqe×Zv Kg©m~wPi AvIZvaxb cÖK‡íi 

     weÁvcb cÖPvi

Rbms‡hvM, MYgva¨g‡K e¨envi

     Rbmvavi‡Yi gZvgZ A_ev AvKv•¶v weK…Zfv‡e Dc¯’vcb

 

     †Kv¤úvwbi c‡ÿ Ae¯’vb ˆZwi‡Z wewfbœ myweav cÖ`v‡bi gva¨‡g 

     MYgva¨g‡K e¨envi (†hgb: †MUwKcvi, GwWUi‡`i cÖ‡gv`

     ågY, Dcnvi, MYgva¨g cyi¯‹vi, c„ô‡cvlKZv BZ¨vw`)

     ¯̂v¯’¨bxwZ‡K †nq K‡i wewfbœ weåvwšÍKi aviYv MYgva¨‡g cÖPvi 

     Kiv (†hgb: ÔcvewjK †cømÕ bv e‡j ÔcÖKv‡k¨Õ a~gcvb wbwl× 

     ejv, ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi †ewkifvM avivB ev¯Íevqb‡hvM¨ 

     bq BZ¨vw`)

†PvivPvjvb

     KibxwZ I evRvi wbqš¿‡Yi cÖ¯Ívebvmg~n Aeg~j¨vqb A_ev 

     `ye©jKi‡Yi j‡ÿ¨ Kvh©µg MÖnY

AvB‡bi aviv Agvb¨ ev f½ Kiv, `ye©jZv Kv‡R jvMv‡bv

     AvB‡bi duvK-‡dvKi Kv‡R jvMv‡bvi j‡ÿ¨ AvBb ev¯Íevqb 

     evavMÖ¯Í Kivi Kvh©µg MÖnY

     ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv Ae¨vnZ ivL‡Z AvB‡bi wewfbœ aviv  

     weK…Zfv‡e Dc¯’vcb I e¨envi

Threatening

     Assault and threat tobacco control community and 
     policymaking leaders in person to undermine their 
     activities and create false impression about their work

Social services and CSR

     Assists in arts, culture and social services and involve 
     policymakers in those activities only to be trustworthy

     Provide funds on different welfare projects to create a 
     'socially responsible' image

     Extensively promote CSR projects in mass media

Public relation and using mass media

     Distort public opinion
 
     Offering perks (such as pleasure trips for the  
     gatekeepers, editors, media award etc.) to media  
      people for creating pro-tobacco environment 

     Airing/ publishing misleading ideas to undermine 
     health policies (such as altering the meaning of 
    `public place’ with ‘open space’, saying that most of 
     the sections of tobacco control law are not 
     implementable etc.)

Smuggling

     Undertake programs to weaken policies on taxation 
     policies

Law violation, exploiting loopholes

     Undertake programs to utilize the loopholes of 
     obacco control law for obstructing its
     implementation process

     Falsify articles of tobacco control law for continuing 
     tobacco promotion

Source: http://sdhammika.blogspot.com/2012/01/wolves-in-sheeps-clothing.html



ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBbmn Ab¨vb¨ ZvgvK wbqš¿Y Kg©Kv‡Ð 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc †gvKvwejvq GdwmwUwm‡Z 5.3 

aviv AšÍf©y³ Kiv nq| GB avivq Pzw³fy³ †`kmg~n ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbi e¨emvwqK I Ab¨vb¨ ¯^v_© n‡Z ZvgvK wbqš¿Y 

bxwZgvjv I c`‡ÿcmg~n msiÿY Ki‡e g‡g© D‡jøL _vK‡jI 

AwaKvsk †ÿ‡ÎB miKvimg~‡ni D`vwmbZvi Kvi‡Y ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbi GmsµvšÍ AcZrciZv †gvKvwejv m¤¢e nqbv| 

D‡jøL¨, ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc †gvKv‡ejvq GdwmwUwm 

5.3 aviv cÖavbZg nvwZqvi n‡jI evsjv‡`k miKvi GB 

weav‡bi Av‡jv‡K GLb ch©šÍ †Kvb bxwZgvjv cÖbqY K‡iwb, hv 

AZ¨šÍ nZvkve¨ÄK|

The article 5.3 was included in the FCTC to combat 
tobacco company interference on tobacco control 
law and other tobacco control initiatives. The section 
orders the signatory parties to protect the tobacco 
control policies and measures from the business and 
other interest of the tobacco companies but many of 
the governments become unable to prevent the ill 
tactics of tobacco companies for their negligence. 
Notably, the article 5.3 of FCTC is one of the greatest 
tools to battle tobacco company interference but the 
government of Bangladesh is yet to formulate any 
policy based on this guideline which is frustrating indeed.
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ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc †gvKv‡ejvq

 GdwmwU aviv 5.3

FCTC Article 5.3 to combat tobacco company 
 interference

miKvi Ges ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi g‡a¨ †Kvb ai‡bi Askx`vwiZ¡ 

Ges eva¨evaKZvnxb ev Aev¯Íevqb‡hvM¨ Pzw³ bv Kiv

No partnerships, non-binding or non-enforceable 
agreements between tobacco industry and governments

AvBbMZfv‡e ev¯Íevqb‡hvM¨ c`‡ÿ‡ci weKí wn‡m‡e ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb Øviv cÖ¯ÍvweZ †Kvb AvBb ev bxwZ A_ev †Kv¤úvwb 

KZ…©K ¯^ZcÖ‡Yvw`Z †Kvb AvPiYwewa MÖnY bv Kiv

No tobacco industry-drafted legislation or policy, or 
voluntary codes as substitutes for legally enforceable 
measures

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb‡Z miKvi wKsev miKvi-mswkøó e¨w³eM© wKsev 

RbcÖwZwbwa KZ©„K †Kvb wewb‡qv‡Mi my‡hvM bv ivLv

No investments by governments or public officials in 
tobacco industry

miKv‡ii ZvgvK wbqš¿Y welqK cÖwZôvbmg~n Ges GdwmwUwm 

cÖwZwbwa `‡j ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi †Kvb cÖwZwbwaZ¡ bv _vKv

No tobacco industry representation on government 
tobacco control bodies or FCTC delegations

miKv‡ii †Kvb Kg©Kv‡Ð ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi †h‡Kvb ai‡bi `vb 

ev mn‡hvwMZv MÖnY bv Kiv

No contributions by tobacco industry to governments

GdwmwUwmi aviv 5.3 Gi K‡qKwU civgk© Some Recommendation of Article 5.3 of FCTC

BATB attempts 
manipulating 
High Court verdict 
on tax evasion by British 
High Commissioner in 
Bangladesh



ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb I Gi wewagvjv 2015 Abyhvqx 19 gvP© 

2016 ZvwiL †_‡K evsjv‡`‡k mKj ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i 

†gvo‡Ki Dcwifv‡Mi 50 kZvsk RvqMv Ry‡o mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ 

mZK©evYx gy`ªY eva¨Zvg~jK Kiv nq| wKš‘ GB AvBb‡K 

e„×v½ywj †`wL‡q ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi ̀ vwe Abyhvqx ZvgvK c‡Y¨i 

c¨v‡K‡Ui wb‡Pi As‡ki 50 kZvsk RvqMvq Qwemn ¯^v¯’¨ 

mZK©evYx †`qvi c‡¶ gZ †`q AvBb gš¿Yvjq| 13 gvP© 

2016 Zvwi‡L G msµvšÍ GKwU bw_ ¯^vÿi K‡i e¨w³MZ 

md‡i we‡`k P‡j hvb AvBbgš¿x, welqwU wb‡q †Kv‡bv K_v bv 

ejvi Rb¨B Zvi GB we‡`k mdi|

37

 Z‡e AvBbgš¿xi 

Aby‡gv`‡bi Av‡MB A_©vr, 12 gvP© 2016 Zvwi‡L evsjv‡`k 

wmMv‡iU g¨vbyd¨vKPvivm© G‡mvwm‡qkb (wewmGgG) I weªwUk 

Av‡gwiKvb †Uve¨v‡Kv evsjv‡`k (weGwUwe) KZ„©K gyw`ªZ 

†gvo‡Ki wb‡Pi 50 kZvs‡k mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx m¤^wjZ 

†cv÷vi ivRavbxmn †`‡ki wewfbœ AÂ‡j †`Lv hvq,

38

 hv 

AvBb gš¿Yvj‡qi mvgwMÖK Kg©KvÐ‡K cÖkœwe× K‡i| cvkvcvwk 

G‡ÿ‡Î RvZxq ivR¯^ †evW© GbweAvi cy‡iv mgq a‡i ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbi cÿvej¤^b K‡i| 

AvBb gš¿Yvjq Ges GbweAvi Gi mv‡_ ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi 

mL¨ bZzb wKQz bq| D‡jøL¨, ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi civgk© 

Abyhvqx bvbv hyw³, bvbv ARynv‡Z a~gcvb I ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ 

e¨envi (wbqš¿Y) AvBb 2005 (ms‡kvwaZ 2013) Gi 

wewagvjv P~ovšÍ Ki‡Z cÖvq `yB eQi mgq †bq AvBb 

gš¿Yvjq|

39

 2013 mv‡ji 31 A‡±vei Lmov wewagvjv ¯^v¯’¨ 

gš¿Yvj‡qi I‡qemvB‡U †`Iqvi ci

40

 evsjv‡`k wmMv‡iU 

g¨vbyd¨vKPvivm© G‡mvwm‡qkb (wewmGgG) Gi cÖwZwbwaiv 

¯^v¯’¨mwP‡ei mv‡_ ˆeVK K‡i Ges GKB eQ‡ii 12 b‡f¤^i 

GKwU wPwVi gva¨‡g ¯^v¯’¨ mwPe‡K wewagvjv wel‡q Zv‡`i 

DwØMœZv I G msµvšÍ wKQz cÖ¯Ívebv †ck K‡i msMVbwU |

41

 

cÖ¯Ívebvq mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx ev¯Íevq‡bi Rb¨ wewagvjv 

cv‡mi ci 18 gvm mgq cÖ`vb Ges mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx 

c¨v‡K‡Ui Dcwifv‡Mi cwie‡Z© wb‡P gy`ª‡Yi wel‡q wb‡`©kbv 

cÖ`v‡bi `vwe Rvbv‡bv nq| ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi 

`vwe AvswkK †g‡b wb‡q mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx ev¯Íevq‡bi 

mgq 6 gvm †_‡K evwo‡q 9 gvm K‡i Lmov wewagvjvwU 

†fwUs‡qi Rb¨ AvBb gš¿Yvj‡q †cÖiY K‡i| cieZ©x‡Z, 12

The tobacco control law and its rules (2015) made it 
mandatory to print the GHW covering upper 50% 
space of all the tobacco packets from March 19, 
2016. But ignoring the provision, the Ministry for 
Law has opined printing the GHW with health 
warning on lower 50% of the tobacco packets. The 
minister for law went in a foreign trip after signing 
the document over the issue on March 13, 2016 and 
the trip was planned to avoid consequences and 
commenting on GHW permission issue37. But before 
the approval from Law Minister, some posters were 
found across the country with the GHW and health 
warning on lower 50% space of the tobacco packets 
and the posters were printed by Bangladesh 
Cigarette Manufacturers’ Association (BCMA) and 
British American Tobacco Bangladesh (BATB)38 
which questions all the activities of the Law 
Ministry. Besides, the National Board of Revenue 
(NBR) – the government body for revenue 
collection, also was biased to the tobacco companies 
during the entire period. 

Intimacy among the Law Ministry, NBR and 
tobacco company is not surprising at all. It is 
important to mention that the Law Ministry took 
over two years to finalize the Rules for Smoking and 
Tobacco Products Usage (Control) Act 2005 
(Amended 2013) by showing different excuses with 
the recommendations of tobacco companies39. After 
submission of the draft Rules on Health Ministry 
website on October 31, 201340, the BCMA delegates 
had a meeting with the health Secretary and also 
expressed concerns on some clauses of the rules and 
provided their proposal to the Health Secretary by 
issuing a letter on November 12 of the same year41. 
On the proposal, the BCMA demanded to allow 18 
months to implement the GHW on tobacco packets
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Tobacco company interference on GHW implementation: Bangladesh perspective
mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx ev¯Íevq‡b ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc: evsjv‡`k †cÖwÿZ
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gvP© 2014 Zvwi‡L AvBb gš¿Yvj‡qi †jwRm‡jwUf mwPe 

Lmov wewagvjvi Dci Av‡jvPbvi Rb¨ ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq, RvZxq 

ZvgvK wbqš¿Y †mj Ges ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi cÖwZwbwa‡`i 

mgš^‡q GKwU ˆeVK Av‡qvRb K‡i|

42

 ˆeV‡K ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx ev¯Íevq‡b 18 gvm 

mg‡qi c‡ÿ Avev‡iv bvbv hyw³ Dc¯’vcb K‡i| Ges ˆeV‡Ki 

wm×všÍ Abyhvqx ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv‡K G wel‡q KvwiMwi 

hyw³mg~n wjwLZ AvKv‡i †jwRm‡jwUf mwPe eivei AvBb 

gš¿Yvj‡q †cÖiY Ki‡Z ejv nq| †m Abyhvqx wewmGgG 25 

gvP© 2014 Zvwi‡L †jwRm‡jwUf mwPe‡K GKwU wPwV †cÖiY 

K‡i| AvBb gš¿Yvjq ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi cÖ¯Íve mg_©b K‡i 

wewagvjv †fwUs bv K‡i mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx Kvh©K‡ii mgq 

18 gvm wba©viY Kivi mycvwikmn LmovwU ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvj‡q 

†diZ cvVvq|

43

 ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq GB cÖ¯Ív‡e mvov bv w`‡q 9 

gvm mgq envj †i‡L Lmov wewagvjv †fwUs‡qi Rb¨ 2014 

mv‡ji Ryb gv‡m cybivq AvBb gš¿Yvj‡q †cÖiY K‡i| g~jZ 

Gici †_‡KB ïiæ nq AvBb gš¿Yvj‡qi Ah_v Kvj‡ÿcY| 

wewagvjv †fwUs bv K‡i bvbv ARynv‡Z mgq cvi Ki‡Z _v‡K 

AvBb gš¿Yvjq| 23 RyjvB 2014 Zvwi‡L weªwUk Av‡gwiKvb 

†Uve¨v‡Kv evsjv‡`k-weGwUwe Gi D”P ch©v‡qi GKwU cÖwZwbwa 

`j ¯^v¯’¨gš¿xi mv‡_ mvÿvZ K‡i|

44

 ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx ev¯Íevqb 

cÖjw¤^Z KivB wQj H mvÿv‡Zi cÖavb D‡Ïk¨|

45

 cieZ©x‡Z 

wewfbœ mg‡q ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq Ges AvBb gš¿Yvj‡qi g‡a¨ 

wewagvjv P‚ovšÍKiY wel‡q GKvwaKevi bw_ PvjvPvwj n‡jI G 

wel‡q `yB gš¿Yvjq GKgZ n‡Z e¨_© nq| GK ch©v‡q AvBb 

gš¿Yvjq Lmov 

wewagvjvq Av‡iv wKQz 

cwieZ©b mycvwik K‡i 

¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvj‡q 

cybivq †diZ 

cvVvq|

46

 d‡j 

wewagvjv cvm wb‡q 

ˆZwi nq GK wekvj 

AwbðqZv| G Ae¯’v 

†_‡K DËi‡Yi Rb¨ 

¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq 02 

wW‡m¤^i 2014 Zwi‡L 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi 

cÖwZwbwa‡`i mv‡_ 

ˆeV‡K e‡m| ˆeV‡K 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi 

cÿ †_‡K Avev‡iv 

mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx 

ev¯Íevq‡bi Rb¨ 18 

gvm mgq `vwe Kiv 

nq|

47

 ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb Ges AvBb 

gš¿Yvj‡qi Pv‡c ̄ ^v¯’¨ 

gš¿Yvjq mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ 

mZK©evYx ev¯Íevq‡bi 

mgqmxgv 10 gvm 

Kivi cÖ¯Íve w`‡q 

Lmov wewagvjv AvBb 

gš¿Yvj‡q †cÖiY 

K‡i| Z‡e me‡kl 

AvBb gš¿Yvjq GB 

after passing the Rules and the images should be on 
the lower 50% of the packets. Partially 
acknowledging the demand, the Health Ministry 
extended time to implement the GHW on tobacco 
packs to nine months which was six months before 
and had sent the Rules to the Law Ministry for 
vetting. Later, the legislative secretary of the Law 
Ministry, on March 12, 2014, had arranged for a 
meeting over the issue with the participation of 
Health Ministry, National Tobacco Control Cell and 
tobacco company representatives42.  In the meeting, 
tobacco company representatives again argued on 
extending time to 18 months with some excuses and 
according to the meeting decision, the tobacco 
companies urged to send the excuses in written to the 
legislative secretary of the Law Ministry. 
Accordingly, the BCMA submitted a letter to the 
legislative secretary on March 25, 2014. The Law 
Ministry had sent the draft to the Health Ministry 
without vetting and recommending the GHW 
implementation time by 18 months43. But the Health 
Ministry, without responding on the proposal, sent the 
draft Rules for vetting to the Law Ministry again in 
June, 2014 after nine months. In fact, the Law 
Ministry started wasting time after this event. A 

delegation of 
BATB met the 
Health Minister on 
July 23, 201444. 
Actually, the 
represen ta t ives 
wanted to delay 
the GHW 
implementat ion 
through the 
meeting45. Later, 
both the Health 
and Law ministries 
e x c h a n g e d 
documents but 
failed to reach any 
mutual agreement. 
After a certain 
stage, the Law 
Ministry sent back 
the draft to the 
Health Ministry 
with further 
recommendations 
46. Consequently, 
an uncertain 
situation was 
created on passing 
the Rules. To 
resolve the 
situation, the Health

Tobacco Industry issued letter to 
Legislative Secretary on GHW 
when the Rules of Tobacco 
Control Act was underway.



mgq-mxgv AviI `yB gvm evwo‡q ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv‡K 

AvBb ev¯Íevq‡bi Rb¨ 12 gvm mgq †e‡a †`q|
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 Ae‡k‡l 

AvBb ms‡kva‡bi cÖvq `yB eQi ci 2015 mv‡ji 19 gvP© 

ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi wewagvjv †M‡RU AvKv‡i cÖKvwkZ 

nq| Gi gva¨‡g ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx 

ev¯Íevq‡bi Rb¨ 19 gvP© 2016 ch©šÍ mgq cvq| mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ 

mZK©evYx ev¯Íevq‡bi mgq 06 gvm evwK _vK‡ZB ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx ev¯Íevq‡bi mgq 

evov‡bvi Rb¨ Avev‡iv bvbvai‡bi K~U‡KŠkj Aej¤^b Ki‡Z 

_v‡K| wewmGgG 13 †m‡Þ¤^i 2015 Zvwi‡L ¯^v¯’¨ 

gš¿Yvjq‡K wPwV w`‡q Rvbvq, mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx 

ev¯Íevq‡bi Rb¨ Qwe P~ovšÍ nIqvi welqwU Zviv cwÎKv 

gvidZ (06 †m‡Þ¤^i 2015, `¨ d¨vBbvwÝqvj G·‡cÖm

49

) 

†R‡b‡Q| Z‡e Gme Qwei B‡j±ªwbK Kwc Zviv GLb ch©šÍ 

nv‡Z cvqwb| Kv‡RB, †hw`b Zviv Gmg¯Í B‡j±ªwbK dvBj 

nv‡Z cv‡e †mw`b †_‡K cybivq 12 gvm mgq cÖ`vb Ki‡Z 

n‡e| GKBmv‡_ g~mK AvBb 1991 (U¨v· ÷v¤ú I e¨vÛ‡ivj 

msµšÍ GmAviI) Abyhvqx wmMv‡i‡Ui c¨v‡K‡U e¨vÛ‡ivj 

jvMv‡bv wVK ivL‡Z c¨v‡K‡Ui wb‡Pi As‡k mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ 

mZK©evYx gy`ª‡Yi `vwe Rvbv‡bv nq|
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 Z‡e G‡ÿ‡Î MYgva¨g 

I ZvgvKwe‡ivax msMVb¸‡jvi ewjô f~wgKvi Kvi‡Y ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv Zv‡`i †KŠkj cwieZ©b K‡i| RvZxq ivR¯^ 

†ev‡W©i mv‡_ we`¨gvb m¤úK© e¨envi K‡i Zviv ivR¯^ cÖ`v‡bi 

hyw³‡K mvg‡b wb‡q Av‡m| RvZxq ivR¯^ †evW©I wmMv‡iU 
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Tobacco Industry 
sought permision 
issuing letter to 
Health Secretary 
to print GHW on 
lower side of 
tobacco packs.

Ministry had a meeting with the tobacco company 
representatives. In the meeting, tobacco company 
representatives again demanded 18 months to 
implement the GHW on tobacco packets47. With the 
pressure from Law Ministry and tobacco company, 
the Health ministry sent the draft again to Law 
Ministry recommending to implement the GHW by 
10 months. Finally, the Law Ministry set the law 
implementation deadline to 12 months for the 
tobacco companies48. At last, after two years of the 
law amendment, the Rules were published in Gazette 
on March 19, 2015. Now the tobacco companies got 
time to implement GHW by March 19, 2016. But 
before six months of the law implementation 
deadline, the tobacco companies started following ill 
tactics to extend the GHW implementation date. The 
BCMA issued a letter to the Health Ministry, on 
September 13, 2015, that it has come to know about 
the image finalization process on newspaper (The 
Financial Express on September 6, 201549) but they 
did not get the electronic copy of the images to be 
published. So, again they should be allowed 12 
months from the date they will get the images. By 
the same time, they demanded for printing the GHW
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†Kv¤úvwb‡K c¨v‡K‡Ui wb‡Pi 50 kZvsk RvqMvRy‡o mwPÎ 

¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx gy`ª‡Yi AbygwZ cÖ`v‡bi Rb¨ ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvj‡qi 

Kv‡Q `vwe Rvbvq| †Rviv‡jv I Ae¨vnZ Pvc m„wói j‡ÿ¨ Zviv 

¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq‡K GB wel‡q AviI 4wU wPwV cÖ`vb K‡i| 

GQvov RvZxq ivR¯^ †evW© 15 b‡f¤^i 2015 Zvwi‡L ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb I ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvj‡qi cÖwZwbwa‡`i wb‡q GKwU mfv 

Av‡qvRb K‡i| mfvq RvZxq ivR¯^ †evW© mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ 

mZK©evYx c¨v‡K‡Ui wb‡Pi As‡k gy`ªYmn ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb 

DÌvwcZ cÖwZwU `vwei c‡ÿ gZ cÖ`vb K‡i| ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv Zv‡`i `vwe AviI †Rviv‡jv Ki‡Z 23 wW‡m¤^i 

2015 Zvwi‡L †`‡ki GKRb cÖw_Zhkv AvBbRxexi mnvqZvq 

¯^v¯’¨ mwPe  eivei GKwU wPwV †cÖiY K‡i †hLv‡b welqwU 

myivnv Kivi Rb¨ AvBb gš¿Yvj‡qi gZvgZ MÖn‡Yi `vwe 

Rvbv‡bv nq| KviY ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb Rv‡b AvBb gš¿Yvj‡qi 

gZvgZ Zv‡`i c‡ÿB Avm‡e| ZvgvKwe‡ivax msMVb¸‡jv GB 

cy‡iv wel‡qi Dci Zv‡`i bRi`vwi I  cÖwZwµqv Ae¨vnZ 

iv‡L| GQvov B›Uvi cvj©v‡g›Uvwi BDwbqb (AvBwcBD) Gi 

†Pqvig¨vb Ges evsjv‡`k RvZxq msm‡`i cÖfvekvjx mvsm` 

mv‡ei †nv‡mb †PŠayix mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx ev¯Íevq‡b ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc wel‡q wb‡Ri DwØMœZv Ges mgm¨v 

mgvav‡b KiYxq (÷¨v¤ú I e¨vÛ‡ivj c¨v‡K‡Ui cvk¦©‡`‡k 

jvMv‡bv) D‡jøL K‡i ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿x eivei GKwU wPwV †cÖiY 

K‡ib|
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 ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿YvjqI ÷¨v¤ú/e¨vÛ‡ivj c¨v‡K‡Ui 

cvk¦©‡`‡k jvwM‡q mgm¨v mgvav‡bi c‡ÿ gZ w`‡q AvBb 

gš¿Yvj‡qi gZvg‡Zi Rb¨ bw_ †cÖiY K‡i| Z‡e AvBb 

gš¿Yvjq ¯^v¯’¨ 

gš¿Yvj‡qi gZvgZ 

Avg‡j bv wb‡q ivR¯^ 

Avni‡Yi †Lvuov hyw³‡K 

cÖvavb¨ w`‡q ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jvi `vwe 

Abyhvqx c¨v‡K‡Ui 

wb‡Pi As‡k mwPÎ 

¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx 

cÖ`v‡bi c‡ÿ gZ cÖ`vb 

K‡i| Gfv‡e 

evsjv‡`‡k mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ 

mZK©evYx msµvšÍ 

AvBb cÖYqb I 

ev¯Íevqb cÖwµqv 

evavMÖ¯Í Ki‡Z ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv Zv‡`i 

me©kw³ wb‡qvM K‡i| 

Z‡e evsjv‡`‡ki 

MYgva¨g I ZvgvK 

wbqš¿Y msMVb¸‡jvi 

AZ¨šÍ mvnmx 

c`‡ÿ‡ci Kvi‡Y 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv 

AvB‡bi wKQzUv e¨Z¨q 

NwU‡q n‡jI wba©vwiZ 

mg‡q A_©vr 19 gvP© 

2016 †_‡KB mwPÎ 

¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx gy`ªY 

Ki‡Z eva¨ nq|

on the lower part of the packets to comply with the 
VAT Act 1991 ((Tax Stamp and Band roll related 
SRO)50 so that the band roll is attached rightly with 
the packets. But the tobacco companies had to 
change their strategies for the stringent anti-tobacco 
roles of mass media and anti-tobacco activists. They 
started highlighting the revenue collection problem 
with the GHW on upper 50% of tobacco packs. The 
NBR also demanded to the Health Ministry to allow 
tobacco companies to print the GHW on lower 50% 
spaces. To create a strong and continuous pressure 
on the Health Ministry, they also submitted four 
more letters. Besides, the NBR arranged for a 
meeting with the representatives of tobacco 
company and Health Ministry on November 15, 
2015. At the meeting, the NBR provided biased 
opinion with the demand from tobacco company. To 
make the demands further stronger, the tobacco 
companies appointed a reputed lawyer, on 
December 23, 2015, to issue a letter to Health 
Secretary to solve the issue by admitting the 
opinions from the Law Ministry as the tobacco 
companies are aware that the Law Ministry opinion 
will favor them. Anti-tobacco platforms continued 
their reactions and monitored the entire events. 

Besides, the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) chairman and 
influential MP, Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury51 sent a letter to the 
Health Minister informing his 
concern over interference of 
tobacco company on the GHW 
implementation and solutions of 
the problem (attaching stamps and 
band rolls on the packet sides). The 
Health Ministry also recommended 
to use the stamps/ band rolls on the 
side of the packets and sent the 
draft to law Ministry for its 
opinion. But ignoring the Health 
Ministry recommendation, Law 
Ministry opined the same opinion 
underscoring the lame excuses of 
tobacco company – to implement 
the GHW on the lower 50% space 
of tobacco packets. Tobacco 
companies apply all their powers to 
hamper the GHW formulation and 
implementation passage in 
Bangladesh but for the brave 
attempts of mass media and 
immediate steps taken by the 
anti-tobacco organizations, they 
were compelled to print the GHW 
on tobacco packets though there 
were some alterations of the law.

BCMA published poster on GHW on the lower part of 
packs before Law Minister’s approval 
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3q  Aa¨vq

evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi K‚U‡KŠkj

Chapter  3
Tobacco Company Ill tactics in Bangladesh



AvBb Abyhvqx wewo wk‡í wkïkÖg e¨envi wbwl×| RvwZmsN 

wkï AwaKvi mb‡`i 32 Aby‡”Q` Abyhvqx, Ôivóªmg~n 

A_©‰bwZK †kvlY †_‡K wkï AwaKvi iÿv Ki‡e| SzuwKc~Y© kÖg 

A_©vr wkïi ¯^v¯’¨ A_ev kvixwiK, gvbwmK, AvwZ¥K, ˆbwZK, 

mvgvwRK weKv‡ki Rb¨ ÿwZKi A_ev e¨vNvZ NUvq A_ev 

wec‡`i Avk¼v Av‡Q Ggb me Kv‡R †hb wkï‡`i e¨envi Kiv 

bv nq Zvi e¨e¯’v †b‡eÕ|
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 D³ mb‡`i †cÖwÿ‡Z evsjv‡`k 

miKvi wkï‡`i Rb¨ AwaK SzuwKc~Y© 38wU Kv‡R wkï‡`i 

wb‡qvM wbwl× K‡i GKwU ZvwjKv cÖYqb K‡i‡Q|
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 G 

ZvwjKvi PZz_© b¤^‡iB i‡q‡Q wewo I wmMv‡iU KviLvbvi 

KvR| GQvovI evsjv‡`k miKvi 2001 mv‡j SzuwKc~Y© wkïkÖg 

m¤úwK©Z AvšÍR©vwZK kÖg ms¯’v Kb‡fbkb bs 182 Abymg_©b 

K‡i‡Q| wkï AwaKvi msiÿY msµvšÍ Gme wewa-weavb 

Kvh©Kifv‡e ev¯Íevqb bv nIqvq wewo KviLvbvi gvwj‡Kiv 

SzuwKc~Y© ZvgvK cÖwµqvRvZKiY I wewo Drcv`b cÖwµqvi 

wewfbœ ¯Í‡i wkïkÖg e¨envi Ki‡Q|

GKwU †emiKvwi M‡elYv g‡Z †`‡k †gvU wewo KviLvbvi 

msL¨v 117wU

54

| Gme KviLvbvq ZvwjKvfz³ kÖwg‡Ki msL¨v 

gvÎ 65 nvRvi| KviLvbv¸‡jv‡Z gvwmK I evrmwiK †gvU 

Drcv`b h_vµ‡g 405 I 4,862 †KvwU kjvKv| Z‡e RvZxq 

ivR¯^ †evW© (GbweAvi)
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 Gi M‡elYv Abyhvqx eZ©gv‡b †`‡k 

†gvU wewo KviLvbvi msL¨v 195wU Ges G Lv‡Z RwoZ 

kÖwg‡Ki msL¨v 75 nvRvi| hw`I KviLvbvi gvwj‡Kiv Zv‡`i 

wb‡qvMK…Z M‡elK, jwe÷ I d«›U MÖæ‡ci gva¨‡g G Lv‡Z 25 

jÿ kÖwgK wb‡qvwRZ Av‡Q e‡j `xN©w`b hveZ AccÖPvi 

Pvwj‡q Avm‡Q| Z‡e Z_vKw_Z Gme M‡elK I kÖwgK 

wn‰Zlxiv wewo KviLvbvq wb‡qvwRZ wkï kÖwg‡Ki msL¨v ej‡Z 

bvivR! A_P wewfbœ M‡elYv wi‡cvU©, wgwWqvq cÖPvwiZ 

LeivLei Ges cÖÁvi †Uve¨v‡Kv BÛvw÷ª IqvPwewW wU‡gi 

m`m¨‡`i m‡iRwgb wewo KviLvbv cwi`k©b cÖf„wZ †_‡K D‡V

Child labour in bidi industry has legally been banned 
in Bangladesh. Following the Section 32 of the UN 
Charter on Child Rights, ‘States Parties recognize 
the right of the child to be protected from economic 
exploitation and from performing any work that is 
likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's 
education, or to be harmful to the child's health or 
physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social 
development.’1 Based on the Charter, the 
Government of Bangladesh has introduced a list of 
38 hazardous jobs and banned children engagement 
with those tasks2. Working at bidi and cigarette 
factory is on the fourth of the list. Besides, 
Bangladesh has ratified International Labour 
Organization (ILO) Convention no 182 in 2001 that 
deals with the hazardous child labour. Since the 
rules and policies regarding child rights are not 
enforced properly, bidi factory owners are deploying 
children in different stages of hazardous tobacco 
processing and bidi production. 

According to a study, there are 117 bidi factories in 
Bangladesh3 and about 65,000 workers are 
employed. They produce monthly and annually 405 
and 4,865 crore sticks, respectively. The research of 
the National Board of Revenue (NBR)4 shows that 
there are 195 bidi factories in the country and 75,000 
workers are engaged with the factories, although the 
factory owners have long been publicizing 
fabricated information with their deployed lobbyists, 
researchers and front groups that there are around
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Child labor in Bidi Industry: an investigation
wewo wk‡í wkïkÖg: GKwU wbweo AbymÜvb



G‡m‡Q wewo KviLvbvq wkïkÖg e¨env‡ii fqven wPÎ| Gme 

Z_¨-DcvË Abyhvqx wewo Drcv`b cÖwµqvi wewfbœ av‡c 

wb‡qvwRZ AwaKvsk wkïi eqm 4 †_‡K 12 eQi

56

| nvivMvQ 

wewo kÖwgK BDwbq‡bi †bZ…e„›` Ges KviLvbvi kÖwgK‡`i mv‡_ 

K_v e‡j Rvbv †M‡Q eZ©gv‡b nvivMv‡Q  cÖvq 35wU (hv †`‡ki 

†gvU wewo KviLvbvi cÖvq 30%)  wewo KviLvbv Pvjy i‡q‡Q 

Ges Gme wewo KviLvbvq Kg©iZ †gvU kÖwg‡Ki msL¨v cÖvq 40 

nvRvi| D³ 40 nvRvi kÖwg‡Ki 20 nvRviB (50%) wkï| 

evKx 20 nvRv‡ii g‡a¨ 12 nvRvi (30%) bvix Ges 8 nvRvi 

(20%) cyiæl| wkïkÖwgK‡`i g‡a¨ cÖvq 15 nvRvi wbqwgZ 

A_ev AwbqwgZ fv‡e ¯‹z‡j hvq, evwKiv KLbB ¯‹z‡j hvq bv| 

†KvgjgwZ Gme wkïiv Rv‡bB bv cÖwZwbqZ Zviv wK cwigvY 

¯^v¯’¨SuywK enb Ki‡Q A_ev G kÖg Zv‡`i †Kvb AÜKvi 

fwel¨‡Zi w`‡K †V‡j w`‡”Q| ¯’vbxq‡`i g‡Z wewo KviLvbvq 

KvR Kiv †Q‡j-†g‡q †jLvcovq †ewk`~i †h‡Z cv‡i bv| 

cÂg †kÖwY‡Z wM‡qB AwaKvs‡ki cvV PzKv‡Z nq| GKBfv‡e 

jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi mvsevw`K Ges wewo kÖwgK‡`i mv‡_ 

Avjv‡c Rvbv †M‡Q G †Rjvi 9wU wewo KviLvbvq (hv †`‡ki 

†gvU wewo KviLvbvi cÖvq 7.7%) cÖvq 21 nvRvi kÖwgK Kg©iZ 

i‡q‡Q, hv‡`i cÖvq 70 kZvskB (14,700) wkï| wewo ˆZwii 

wewfbœ av‡c wb‡qvwRZ Gme wkï‡`i eqm 4-14 eQ‡ii g‡a¨| 

m‡iRwg‡b GjvKvi †ek K‡qKwU  wewo KviLvbv Ny‡i wkïkÖg 

e¨env‡ii G mZ¨Zv †g‡j| ch©‡eÿ‡Y †`Lv †M‡Q  kÖwgK‡`i 

60-70 fvMB wkï| Ab¨w`‡K M„n¯’vwj ch©v‡q wewoi Lvwj 

†Vvm ev kjvKv ˆZwii mv‡_ hy³ wkï kÖwgK‡`i wPÎ AviI 

fqven, GLvbKvi kZKiv 90 fvM kÖwgKB wkï|

ch©‡eÿ‡Y †`Lv †M‡Q wkïiv mvaviYZ wewo ˆZwii 4wU avc 

h_vt (1) wewoi Lvwj †Vvm ˆZwi (2) Lvwj †Vv‡m ¸uov ZvgvK 

fiv (3) ZvgvK fiv †Vv‡mi gv_v †gvov‡bv Ges (4) wewoi 

c¨v‡KU ˆZwii Kv‡R e¨eüZ n‡q _v‡K| Gme Kv‡Ri g‡a¨ 

†Vvm ˆZwii KvR M„n¯’vwj ch©v‡q Ges ev`evwK KvR 

KviLvbv‡Z m¤úbœ nq|  mvaviYfv‡e wkïiv mKvj 9Uv †_‡K 

2.5 million workers currently working in bidi 
factories. The so-called researchers and lobbyists 
disagree to publish the exact number of child 
workers in the factories. But research, media reports 
and investigations by Tobacco Industry Watch Team 
at bidi factories have found shocking scenarios. It 
has been found that most of the children are aged 
from 4 – 12 years old5 and are engaged in different 
stages of bidi production process. After discussions 
with Haragaach bidi labour leaders and bidi factory 
workers it has been uncovered that there are 35 bidi 
factories in the district, which represents 30% of the 
total bidi factories in Bangladesh and the number of 
bidi workers in the factories are about 40,000. 
Among them, half are children (50%). Among the 
rest, 12,000 are females (30%) and 8,000 are males 
(20%). Among the children, 15,000 regularly or 
irregularly attend school and the rest do not attend at 
all. The children are unaware about the health 
hazards or about their uncertain future for working 

with the bidi factories. According to the locals, the 
boys and girls who work in the bidi factories cannot 
cross the primary education boundary and majority 
of them drop out when they are at the fifth grade. 
Similarly, discussions with bidi labourers and the 
journalists of Lalmonirhat reveal that there are nine 
bidi factories in the district, which is 7.7% of the 
national total; there are around 21,000 labourers 
engaged with the factories, and 70% (14,700) of 
them are children aging from 4 – 14 years. The 
information has been validated through direct 
observations in some of the bidi factories of the 
region. Investigations have also found that 60-70% 
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`yci 12Uv ch©šÍ wewo KviLvbvi KvR Ges weKvj 4Uv †_‡K 

ivZ 9 Uv ch©šÍ evwo‡Z †Vvm ˆZwii KvR K‡i _v‡K| evwo‡Z 

ˆZwi wewoi †Vvm KviLvbvq wb‡q ZvgvK fiv Ges gv_v 

†gvov‡bvi KvR †kl K‡i c¨v‡KURvZ Kiv nq| c¨v‡KU 

ˆZwii KvR mvaviYZ eq¯‹iv K‡i, Z‡e wkïivI GKvR K‡i 

_v‡K| wkï kÖwgK‡`i gRywi cÖvwßi cwigvYI LyeB bMY¨| 

we‡Kj 4Uv †_‡K ivZ 9Uv ch©šÍ Uvbv KvR Ki‡j GKRb 

wkïkÖwgK M‡o mv‡o Pvi nvRvi †Vvm ˆZwi Ki‡Z cv‡i| cÖwZ 

nvRvi †Vvm ˆZwii gRywi M‡o 7.50 UvKv| GKBfv‡e 

KviLvbvq mKvj 8Uv †_‡K `ycyi 12Uv ch©šÍ GKRb wkï M‡o 

5 nvRvi wewoi gyL †gvov‡bvi KvR Ki‡Z cv‡i| G †ÿ‡ÎI 

cÖwZ nvRv‡i Mo gRywi 7.50 UvKvi †ewk bq| A_©vr w`‡b 

GKRb wkïkÖwg‡Ki Mo gRywi cÖvq 35 UvKv| ̄ ’vbxq‡`i g‡Z, 

†ewkifvM KviLvbvq M‡o 12 w`b KvR _v‡K| †m wn‡m‡e 

GKRb wkïkÖwg‡Ki gRywi eve` Mo gvwmK Avq gvÎ 420 

UvKv| ˆ`wbK wn‡m‡e GB Avq gvÎ 14 UvKv|

¯’vbxq‡`i g‡Z wkïiv wewo ̂ Zwii Kv‡R GKevi Rwo‡q co‡j 

mn‡R †ei n‡Z cv‡i bv| AwaKš‘ †ewkifvM wkïB ZvgvK 

†me‡b Af¨¯’ n‡q c‡o| eQ‡ii ci eQi A¯^v¯’¨Ki cwi‡e‡k 

KvR Kiv, ZvgvK †meb Ges cÖ‡qvRbxq Lv`¨vfv‡e †ewkifvM 

wkïB gvivZ¥Kfv‡e Acywói wkKvi nq| Rxeb Pjvi ïiæ‡ZB 

†KvgjgwZ Gme wkïi kix‡i evmv evu‡a bvbviKg 

AmyL-wemyL| wkï kÖwgK‡`i mv‡_ Avjvc K‡i Rvbv †M‡Q 

Zviv Lye NbNb R¦‡i AvµvšÍ nq Ges mw`©-Kvwk cÖvq wbqwgZB 

†j‡M _v‡K| wKQzw`b ci ciB gv_v e¨_v, gv_v †Nviv, †cU 

e¨_v, nvZ-cv e¨_v I cvZjv cvqLvbv cÖf…wZ Amy‡L AvµvšÍ 

nq Zviv| GQvov `xN©‡gqvw` eª¼vBwUm I GRgv †iv‡M AvµvšÍ 

A‡bK wkï wewo KviLvbvi A¯^v¯’¨Ki cwi‡e‡k AviI †ewk 

Amy¯’ n‡q c‡o| nvivMvQ 31 kh¨v wewkó miKvwi 

nvmcvZv‡ji Dc-mnKvix KwgDwbwU †gwW‡Kj Awdmv‡ii 

mv‡_ Avjvc K‡i Dc‡iv³ wel‡qi mZ¨Zv cvIqv †M‡Q| 

†gwW‡Kj Awdmv‡ii Z_¨ g‡Z, nvmcvZv‡j †h cwigvY †ivMx 

Av‡m Zvi A‡a©KB GRgv AvµvšÍ ev`evwKiv VvÐv-Kvwk, R¦i 

I AcywóRwbZ AmyLmn bvbvwea Amy‡L AvµvšÍ| Zvi g‡Z, 

GRgv †ivMx‡`i †ewki fvMB wewo KviLvbvq KvR K‡i| 

†ivMx‡`i kZKiv cÖvq 80 fvM bvix, 10 fvM wkï Ges 10 

fvM cyiæl| wkï I cyiæl †ivMx‡`i cÖvq mevB a~gcvb K‡i| 

wkï‡`i AwffveK‡`i mv‡_ Avjvc K‡i Rvbv †M‡Q Gai‡bi 

Amy‡L Zviv †ewkifvM †ÿ‡ÎB ¯’vbxq Ily‡ai †`vKvb †_‡K 

of the labours are children in the factories, and the 
scenario is more alarming at domestic level where 
around 90 % of the children are engaged with bidi 
shells or sticks preparation.

Investigations have also found that usually children 
are engaged in the four stages of bidi production – 
(1) preparing empty bidi shells, (2) inserting 
chopped tobacco into the shells, (3) closing the shell 
tops, and (4) preparing bidi packets. Among the 
tasks, bidi shell preparation is done at household 
level and the remaining are in the factories. Usually 
children work in factories from 9am to 12am and 
make bidi shells from 4pm to 9pm at their 
residences. The bidi shells prepared at homes are 
taken to the factories for inserting processed tobacco 
and packaging. Although the adults are responsible 
to prepare the packets, children are also found 
participating in the process. Payment for the children 
to prepare bidi shells is very poor. A child, if works 
at a factory from 4pm to 9pm, can make in average 
around 4,500 shells and they are paid only Tk 7.50 
per thousand shells. By the same way, a child from 
8am to 12am can close on average around 5,000 
shell tops and the wage is same, Tk 7.50 per 
thousand that means a child earns Tk 35 a day on 
average. Following the locals, in most of the 
factories there are 12 working days in a month, and 
accordingly a child can earn only Tk 420 in a month 
on average, i.e. Tk 14 a day. 

The local people have informed that children cannot 
get out the bidi processing trap once they are 
involved and most of the children turn into tobacco 
users. Children also suffer from malnutrition as they 
work in the unhealthy environment for years, use 
tobacco and do not get balanced meals. They face 
different diseases in the very beginning of their 
lives. Discussion with the child workers unveils that 
they suffered from frequent fevers and coughs, and 
were very common. They also suffer from 
headaches, abdominal problems, diarrhea and 
muscle pain. Besides, chronic bronchitis and asthma 
affected children are becoming the worst sufferers 
for the unhealthy environment inside the bidi 
factories. A medical officer of Haragaach 
Government Hospital has acknowledged the issue 
and said that half of the patients who come to the 
medical suffer from cold, coughs, fever and 
malnutrition. The medical officer has also informed 
that most of the asthma patients work in the bidi 
factories and 80% of the patients are females, while 
10% is children and remaining 10% is adult male. 
The guardians of the children said that they used the 
local pharmacies to get medication for their children
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Ilya µq K‡i wkï‡`i‡K LvIqvb| gv‡m M‡o wPwKrmv eve` 

LiP nq 30-40 UvKv| Avw_©K m½wZ bv _vKvq wPwKrmv eve` 

LiP nIqv GB mvgvb¨ KÕwU UvKvI wkï kÖwgK‡`i Lvbvi Dci 

AwZwi³ Pvc ˆZwi K‡i|

wkïkÖwgK Lvbv¸wji Avq-†ivRMv‡ii wPÎ LyeB fqven Ges 

AgvbweK| kÖg wewµB Zv‡`i Avq-†ivRMv‡ii GKgvÎ 

Aej¤^b| Avevw` RwgRgv, Mevw`cï GgbwK emZwfUvI †bB 

A‡bK Lvbvi| †ewki fvM Lvbv cÖavbB wewo wk‡íi Kv‡Ri 

mv‡_ hy³, †Kvb †Kvb Lvbv cÖavb K…wl/cwienY kÖwgK I ÿz`ª 

e¨emvi mv‡_ RwoZ| wewo wk‡íi mv‡_ RwoZ wkïkÖwgK 

Lvbv¸wji gvwmK Mo Avq cÖvq 3000 UvKv| 5/6 Rb m`m¨ 

wewkó Gme Lvbvi c‡ÿ GB mvgvb¨ UvKvq gvm cvi Kiv 

ixwZgZ Amva¨ mvab Kivi g‡Zv| LvbvwfwËK Avq-e¨q Rwic 

2010 ( HIES-2010) Gi Z_¨vbyhvqx 2010 mv‡j GKwU 

f~wgnxb Lvbvi gvwmK Mo Avq wQj 11479 UvKv, 2005, 

2000 I 1995/96 mv‡j GUv wQj h_vµ‡g 7203, 5842 I 

4366 UvKv|
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 A_©vr †`o hyM Av‡M GKwU f~wgnxb Lvbvi Mo 

Avq †h cwigvY (4366 UvKv) wQj Zvi †P‡qI A‡bK Kg 

eZ©gvb wewo kÖwgK‡`i Lvbvi Mo Avq| 

weMZ K‡qK `k‡K cÖvq meai‡bi kÖgRxex gvby‡li Avq 

D‡jøL‡hvM¨ cwigv‡Y e„w× †c‡jI wewo kÖwgK‡`i gRywi ev‡owb 

eis cÖK…Z gRywii g~j¨gv‡b Zv LvwbKUv n«vm †c‡q _vK‡Z 

cv‡i| d‡j Lvbv¸wj µgea©gvb Avq NvUwZi Pvc mvgjv‡Z 

†KvgjgwZ wkï-wK‡kvi‡`i‡K GB SzuwKc~Y© †ckvi w`‡K †V‡j 

w`‡”Q| evsjv‡`k cwimsL¨vb ey¨‡iv (weweGm) cwiPvwjZ 

Rwic ÔI‡qR †iU Ad IqvwK©s cyIi Bb evsjv‡`k, 

2009-10Õ Gi Z_¨vbyhvqx wewfbœ †ckvq wb‡qvwRZ kÖwg‡Ki 

Mo ˆ`wbK gRywi we‡kølY Ki‡j †`Lv hvq wewo I RÏ©v ˆZwii 

mv‡_ m¤ú„³ kÖwgK‡`i gRywi me‡P‡q Kg| eZ©gv‡b wewo 

Lv‡Z wb‡qvwRZ wkï‡`i gRywii wPÎ AviI fqven, gvÎ 35
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UvKv| Z‡e wewo KviLvbv¸‡jv‡Z mßv‡n †h cwigvY KvR nq 

†m wn‡m‡e GKRb wkïkÖwg‡Ki gRywi eve` cÖvß gvwmK Mo 

Avq †_‡K ˆ`wbK Mo Avq †ei Ki‡j, wkï gRywii AgvbweK 

in such cases and it costed around Tk 30 – 40 a 
month. Since they lack financial solvency, they even 
cannot bear the meager amount, which is a kind of 
burden for them. 

The earning of households where children are the 
main sources of income is horrific, since selling 
labour is the only source of income and most of the 
households do not own any cultivable lands, 
livestock and even a small piece of homestead lands. 
Majority of the household members are engaged in 
bidi industry, and some of them are engaged as 
agriculture labourer, transport worker or petty 
traders. The households where child labourers for 
bidi factories live earn around TK 3000 on average a 
month. Meeting the costs of a household for a month 
with such scanty amount is almost similar to execute 
something impossible. Following the household 
income and expenditure survey (HIES 2010), a 
landless household earned Tk 11479 on average in 
2010. The same was Tk 7203, 5842 and 4366 in the 
year of 2005, 2000 and 1995/96, respectively6. So, it 
is evident that earning of a landless household 
around one and a half decades ago are higher than 
what the bidi labourers are earning at present.  

During the past few years, wage of all types of day 
laborers have increased significantly, but the wages 
of the bidi laborers have not been increased and it 
might have reduced a bit in terms of real wages. 
Therefore, to cope with income disparity, 
households are deploying their children to work at 
bidi factories. Survey of Bangladesh Bureau of 
Statistics (BBS) ‘Wage Rate of Working Poor in 
Bangladesh, 2009-10’ shows that the wages of bidi
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wPÎ cwi®‹vifv‡e Abyaveb Kiv hvq| wn‡me Abyhvqx GB Avq 

gvÎ 14 UvKv| GB UvKvq wK GKUv †QvÆ wkïiI †cU f‡i? 

Gfv‡eB `vwi`ª¨ Avi Am‡PZbZvi my‡hvM wb‡q ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv Zv‡`i e¨emvwqK ¯^v_© PwiZv_© Ki‡Q| giY 

dvu‡` AvU‡K ivL‡Q RvwZi Gme AeyS wkï mšÍvb‡`i|

Wjvi, eqm 14 QzuB QzuB|  wewo wk‡íi giY dvu‡` AvUKv cov 

GK `wi`ª wkï| nvivMvQ Mdzi wewo KviLvbvi cv‡k M‡o DVv 

mvivB K‡jvwbi †QvÆ N‡i Lvbvi AviI cvuP cuvPRb m`‡m¨i 

and zarda industry workers are the lowest compared 
with any other sector in economy. Scenario of 
current wages of child labourer in the bidi factories 
is more terrible as they get only Tk 357 on average. 
The inhumane face of scanty wages to the children 

becomes clearer when the daily income distribution 
is calculated from the monthly average wage. 
According to calculation it is only TK 14 a day. Is 
this enough for a child to meet his/her daily needs? 
Tobacco companies are exploiting the poor and 
unaware people and children, and are entrapping the 
innocent kids with the death-traps.

Dollar is a boy of about 14. The poor kid is 
entrapped by the bidi industry’s deathtrap. The 
malnourished boy lives with the other five family 
members at a small room beside Gafur Bidi factory 
in Haragaach. He studied in the first grade and could 
not continue like the other bidi factory child labours. 
To support his family, he started working at Aziz 
Bidi Factory at the age of seven. In the factory he is 
responsible for inserting tobacco in bidi shells, 
closing the shell tops and packaging bidi. He works 
from 8am to 4pm. Besides, he helps his mother and 
other family members in his house to prepare empty 
bidi shells. It is to be noted that the children who
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Case 1: Dollar caught in deathtrap

†Km 1: g„Zz¨dvu‡` Wjv‡ii ˆkke



mv‡_ gvb‡eZi fv‡e †e‡o IVv GK Acyó wkï| K¬vm Iqvb 

ch©šÍ †jLvcov K‡i‡Q †m| Avi `kRb wkïkÖwg‡Ki g‡Zv 

wewo KviLvbvq KvR ïiæi ci Zvi c‡ÿI †jLvcov Kiv m¤¢e 

nqwb| msmv‡ii cÖ‡qvR‡b eva¨ n‡qB gvÎ 7 eQi eq‡m †m 

AvwRR wewoi KviLvbvq KvR ïiæ K‡i| cÖwZw`b mKvj 8Uv 

†_‡K weKvj 4Uv ch©šÍ KviLvbvi wfZ‡i wewoi Lvwj †Vv‡m 

ZvgvK fiv, wewoi gv_v †gvov‡bv Ges wewo c¨v‡KURvZ 

Ki‡Z nq Zv‡K| GQvov evwo‡Z Lvwj †Vvm ˆZwii Kv‡R gv, 

†evb I fvB‡qi cvkvcvwk †m wb‡RI hy³ _v‡K| D‡jøL¨, †Vvm 

ˆZwii mv‡_ m¤ú„³ wkï‡`i eqm me‡P‡q Kg, †ewkifvMB 5- 

9 eQ‡ii g‡a¨| Wjvi Rvbvq Zvi evev eZ©gv‡b wewo ˆZwii 

mv‡_ hy³ bv _vK‡jI GK mgq evevi Kv‡R mn‡hvwMZv Ki‡Z 

Ki‡ZB Zvi wewo kÖwgK n‡q IVv| Ôevevi mv‡_ GKUz GKUz 

KvR Ki‡Z Ki‡Z d¨v±wi‡Z Xz‡K cowQÕ- Wjvi e‡j| 

nvivMvQ GjvKvi cÖvq me wkï kÖwgK Gfv‡eB cÖ_‡g 

cvwievwiK kÖ‡gi Ask wn‡m‡e N‡i e‡m Ab¨vb¨ m`m¨‡`i 

mv‡_ wewoi †Vvm ˆZwi K‡i Zvici GKw`b evev-gv‡qi nvZ 

a‡i wewo d¨v±wii A¯^v¯’¨Ki cÖ‡Kv‡ô Xz‡K c‡o| mvZ eQi 

hver Wjvi wewo KviLvbvi SzuwKc~Y© cwi‡e‡k wbqwgZfv‡e 

KvR Ki‡Q|  mßv‡n †m 3 w`b KvR K‡i Ges cÖwZw`b 6 

nvRvi wewoi †Vvm ˆZwi, Lvwj †Vv‡m ZvgvK fiv, gv_v 

†gvov‡bv Ges c¨v‡KURvZ Kivi KvR K‡i| 6 nvRvi wewoi 

Rb¨ gRywi wn‡m‡e †m cvq 143 UvKv| GB 143 UvKvi g‡a¨ 

Zvi wbR¯^ gRywi 103 UvKv Avi evwo‡Z wewoi †Vvm ˆZwi 

eve` Zvi gv-‡evb I fvB‡qi Ask 40 UvKv| GB wn‡m‡e 

Wjv‡ii mvßvwnK Mo  gRywi Avq 309 UvKv Ges cÖwZgv‡m †m 

M‡o 1236 UvKv DcvR©b K‡i| LvbvwfwËK Avq-e¨q Rwic 

2010 

(HIES-2010) Gi Z_¨ we‡kølY Ki‡j †`Lv hvq 

2010 G gv_vwcQz Mo gvwmK Avq wQj 2553 UvKv, 2005 G 

wQj 1485 UvKv, 2000 G wQj 1128 UvKv Ges 1995-96 

mv‡j GB wQj 830 UvKv|
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 Wjv‡ii eZ©gvb Avq 2005 

mv‡ji RvZxq gv_vwcQz Avq †_‡K Kg Ges 2000 mv‡ji Avq 

†_‡K GKUz †ewk| 

Wjv‡ii †PvL-gyL †Kgb ï®‹, eq¯‹‡`i fuvRcov Z¡‡Ki Qvqv 

GLwb Ii gyLveqe Ry‡o| nvZ-cv miæ cvU Lwoi g‡Zv| 

d¨vKv‡k †dvjv †dvjv Z¡K, †Kvb jveY¨ †bB †hb| GLb †m 

cÖvqB Amy‡L c‡o| gv‡S gv‡SB R¡i Av‡m| KLbI KLbI 

nvZ-cv fxlY e¨_v K‡i, cvZjv cvqLvbv nq| mw`© Kvwk †hb 

Zvi wbZ¨w`‡bi m½x| GRb¨ †m †Kvb Wv³v‡ii Kv‡Q hvq bv, 

wbKU¯’ dv‡g©wm †_‡K Ilya wK‡b Lvq| cwiev‡ii †jvKR‡biI 

G wb‡q Lye GKUv gv_v e¨_v †bB, A‡bKUv Mv mIqv n‡q †M‡Q 

Gme Zv‡`i Kv‡Q| me‡P‡q eo K_v, UvKv| ÿzav wbevi‡Yi 

Rb¨ UvKv| msmv‡ii Nvwb Uvb‡Z ZvB e¨envi Kiv n‡”Q GB 

†QvÆ kixi| msmv‡i evevi Avq-‡ivRMvi h‡_ó bq, Avevw` 

†Kvb RwgRgv †bB Zv‡`i| Wjv‡ii evev Rvbv‡jb, msmv‡i 

†Q‡ji Avq hy³ nIqvq †Kvb iKg P‡j hv‡”Q Zv‡`i| 

Wjv‡ii Avkv, Ab¨ †Kv_vI GKUv KvR Ry‡U †M‡jB †Q‡o 

w`‡e wewo KviLvbvi KvR| Zvi ¯^cœ †m GKw`b GjvKvi 

evB‡i wM‡q KvR ïiæ Ki‡e| A‡bK UvKv †ivRMvi Ki‡e, `~i 

Ki‡e msmv‡ii Afve|   

Wjv‡ii aviYv AvwRR wewo KviLvbvq eZ©gv‡b 14-15 nvRvi 

kÖwgK KvR Ki‡Q, hvi g‡a¨ wkï kÖwg‡Ki msL¨v cÖvq 7-8 

nvRvi (†Q‡j wkï 2-3 nvRvi Ges †g‡q wkï 5-6 nvRvi)|
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prepare shells are 
usually the younger 
ones aged from five 
to nine years. Dollar 
said that once he 
was an associate of 
his father at the bidi 
factory and 
gradually turned 
into a bidi worker. 
But his father is no 
longer continuing 
the work. Majority 

of the children in Haragaach start helping their 
family members in bidi processing as a part of 
helping parents. Consequently, they enter the 
unhealthy bidi factories. Dollar has been working at 
the bidi factory for seven years. He works thrice a 
week and prepares 6000 bidi shells a day. He earns 
Tk 143 for preparing 6000 sticks of bidi from the 
factory. His share is Tk 103 and the rest Tk 40 is for 
making bidi shells by his family members (sister, 
mother and brother). Thereby, he earns Tk 309 on 
average a week and Tk 1236 a month. Household 
Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES 2010) data 
shows that the monthly average (per capita) income 
of a person was Tk 2553 in 2010, Tk 1485 in 2005, 
Tk 1128 in 2000 and Tk 830 in 1995 – 968. The 
current earning of Dollar is less than the average per 
capita income of the year 2005 and slightly higher 
than that of the year 2000. 

Rough and pre-matured facing Dollar has skinny 
limbs. His complexion turns fade with no mildness. 
He frequently falls sick, suffers from fever, muscle 
pain and diarrhea. Coughs and colds are his regular 
companion. In such cases, he does not go to doctor 
rather takes medications from the local drug stores. 
Even his family members are not worried about his 
sickness. They have coped up with the situation. In 
fact, the family needs money more than anything to 
fill their hunger. So, they barely have any time to 
look over him. The premature body is being used as 
an earning source for his family. His father alone 
cannot bear all the expenses since he does not own 
any croplands to grow food crops. His father said 
that the family is being maintained with the 
additional earnings of his son. Dollar has a plan to 
leave bidi factory, if he gets a job elsewhere. He 
dreams to start working at another place someday to 
earn enough money to improve his family condition.  

Dollar opined that there were around 14000 – 15000 
workers at Aziz bidi factory and around 7000 – 8000 
of them were children (two to three thousand are boys 



Aek¨ ¯’vbxq‡`i g‡Z, G KviLvbvi cÖvq 60/65 fvM kÖwgKB 

wkï| M‡elYv Abyhvqx mviv †`‡k †gvU 195wU wewo KviLvbvq 

75 nvRvi kÖwgK KvR K‡i| †gvU kÖwg‡Ki A‡a©KI hw` wkï 

nq,Zvn‡j mviv †`‡k 42,500 nvRvi wkï kÖwgK Wjv‡ii 

g‡Zv SuywKc~Y© I gvb‡eZi Rxeb-hvcb Ki‡Q| wewo KviLvbvq 

wkïkÖg wbwl× wKš‘ mwVK ev¯Íevqb bv _vKvq ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbi g„Zz¨wecYb †KŠk‡j cÖwZwbqZ ewj n‡”Q Avgv‡`i 

AvMvgx w`‡bi fwel¨r| 

Kv‡Ri Ask wn‡m‡e †m GB KvR K‡i| g~jZ Zvi gv mßv‡n 

18,000 nvRvi wewo ˆZwii AW©vi cvq| eyaev‡i Rgv w`‡Z 

nq 9 nvRvi Ges evwK 9 nvRvi Rgv w`‡Z nq kwbevi| gy³vi 

†evb I gv evwo‡Z e‡m 4 w`‡b GB 18,000 wewoi †Vvm ˆZwi

gy³v, eqm 9| nvivMvQ 

mv‡ne cvovq emevm| 

evev UªvK †njcvi| 

cwiev‡ii gvwmK Avq 

2500-3000 UvKv| GB 

Av‡q 5 R‡bi msmvi P‡j 

bv|  gy³v I Zvi eo 

†evb‡K ZvB gv‡qi mv‡_ 

wewo ˆZwii KvR Ki‡Z 

nq| gvÎ 7 eQi eqmB †m  

wewoi KvR ïiæ K‡i| 

mßv‡ni eya I kwbev‡i †m 

gv‡qi mv‡_ wewo 

KviLvbvq hvq| mKvj 8Uv 

†_‡K †ejv 11Uv ch©šÍ 

KvR K‡i| G mg‡q †m 5 

nvRvi wewoi gv_v 

†gvov‡bvi KvR Ki‡Z 

cv‡i hvi gRywi cÖwZ 

nvRv‡i 7 UvKv| gv‡qi 

 and five to six thousand are girls). But the locals 
said that 60 – 65 percent of the workers of the 
factory were children. Research argues that 75,000 
workers are engaged in 195 bidi factories across the 
country, and if half of the workers are children then 
there are 42,500 child workers who are leading 
inhumane and hazardous lives like Dollar. Child 
labour is prohibited in the bidi factories. Since there 
is no application of the policies, a significant portion 
of the future cohort of the country is being destroyed 
by the death selling traps of the tobacco companies. 
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Case 2: Bidi making chains Mukta

†Km 2: gy³vi gyw³ wK‡m?

Mukta is a nine years old girl 
living at Saheb Para of 
Haragaach. Her father is a truck 
helper who earns Tk 2500 – 
3000 a month. The earning is 
barely enough to maintain the 
five-member household 
expenses. So, Mukta has to 
make bidi with her elder sister 
and mother. She started bidi 
making when she was seven and started to go to the 
bidi factory in every Saturday and Monday with her 
mother. She works from 8am to 11am and locks 
around 5000 bidi shell tops. She gets Tk 7 per 
thousand. She is an assistant of her mother. Her 
mother receives an order of preparing 18,000 bidi a 
week and she produces 9000 bidis each Wednesday 
and Saturday. Her mother and sister makes 18,000 
bidi shells in four days and fills tobacco in the shells, 
locks the tops and packaging is done  when Mukta 



K‡i| mßv‡ni `yB w`‡b (eya I kwb) KviLvbvq †Vvm¸wj‡Z 

ZvgvK fiv, gv_v †gvov‡bv Ges c¨v‡KURvZ Kivi KvR K‡i 

gy³v Avi Zvi gv| GK mßv‡n GB 18 nvRvi wewoi Rb¨ 

gy³vi gv gRywi wnmv‡e KviLvbv †_‡K cvq gvÎ 330 UvKv hvi 

g‡a¨ gy³vi Avq 70 UvKv| A_©vr gRywi †_‡K Zvi gvwmK Mo 

Avq gvÎ 280 UvKv| gy³v wØZxq †kÖwY‡Z co‡jI wbqwgZ 

¯‹z‡j hvq bv| w`‡b w`‡b †ivMv n‡q co‡Q †m| R¡i, Kvwk 

cÖf…wZ Kvi‡Y Zv‡K gv‡S gv‡SB ¯‹zj I KviLvbvi KvR KvgvB 

Ki‡Z nq| GB KvR Ki‡Z †Kgb jv‡M, G cÖ‡kœi †Kvb DËi 

†`qwb gy³v| nqZ cÖkœUvB Zvi Kv‡Q evûj¨ g‡b n‡q‡Q A_ev 

Av‡MI †m G cÖkœ A‡bKevi ï‡b‡Q| wKsev wbtk‡ã weiw³ 

cÖKvk K‡i‡Q, †Zvgiv hvB ej gy³v‡`i gyw³ nq bv !

jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi KvjgvwUi gÐj cvovi wkï kÖwgK 

†ivLmvbv, eqm 8| 5 eQi eqm †_‡KB gv wkDwj †eMg‡K 

wewoi †Vvm ˆZwii Kv‡R mnvqZv K‡i Avm‡Q †m| eZ©gv‡b 

mßv‡n 5-6 w`b wewoi †Vvm ˆZwii KvR K‡i †ivLmvbv| Zvi 

gv mßv‡n 10 nvRvi †Vvm ˆZwii AW©vi cvq| †ivLmvbv ˆZwi 

K‡i 4 nvRvi Ges evwK 6 nvRvi †Vvm ˆZwi K‡i Zvi gv| 

cÖwZ nvRvi †Vvm ˆZwii gRywi 8 UvKv| G Kv‡R †ivLmvbv 

mßv‡n Avq K‡i 32 UvKv Ges †m wn‡m‡e Zvi gvwmK Avq 

gvÎ 128 UvKv| gv wkDwj †eMg wewo KviLvbvi KvW©avix 

kÖwgK bq| D‡jøL¨, jvjgwbinvU GjvKvq †hme kÖwg‡Ki 

KvW© †bB Zviv evwo‡Z e‡m Pzw³wfwËK †Vvm ˆZwi K‡i| 

G‡`i‡K Pzw³wfwËK Kv‡R hy³ K‡i KvW©avix kÖwgK| 

KvW©avix kÖwgK wewo KviLvbv †_‡K cÖwZw`b (10-18 nvRvi) 

†h cwigvY wewo ˆZwii AW©vi cvq Zvi meUv ˆZwi Kiv 

Zv‡`i c‡ÿ m¤¢e nq bv| d‡j, Zviv Pzw³wfwË‡Z †Vvm ˆZwi 

Kwi‡q †bq| KvW©avix kÖwgKiv evwo‡Z evwo‡Z †Vvm ˆZwii 

Dcv`vb A_©vr mv`v KvMR I AvVv mieivn K‡i Ges †Vvm 

ˆZwi †k‡l wb‡q Av‡m| 

gv‡qi †Vvm evbv‡bv †`‡L †`‡LB GKvR wk‡L‡Q †ivLmvbv| 

GLb Afve Zvov‡bvi `vqfviI c‡o‡Q Zvi Nv‡o| †ivLmvbv 

GLb 2q †kÖwYi QvÎx wKš‘ Kv‡Ri Rb¨ wbqwgZ ̄ ‹z‡j †h‡Z cv‡i 

bv, GgbwK †Ljva~jvi mgqI †bB Zvi nv‡Z| MZ wZb eQi 

a‡i Gfv‡eB Pj‡Q †ivLmvbvi ˆkke| Zvi g‡Zv K‡qK nvRvi 

wkï wbqwgZ ¯‹z‡j hvq bv, Afve bvgK `vb‡ei Kv‡Q gv_v †nuU 

K‡i KvR K‡i P‡j‡Q Zviv| G Ae¯’vi Aemvb n‡e K‡e?

goes into the factory with her mother. Her mother 
receives Tk 330 for 18,000 bidi altogether and 
Mukta gets Tk 70 for her participation. She earns Tk 
280 on average a month. Although she is in her 
second grade, she is irregular to school. Moreover, 
she has been becoming thin gradually and suffering 
from fever and coughs. At times she cannot attend 
school or the bidi factory for her sickness. When she 
was asked about how she felt in this job, she 
remained tight lipped. Might be the question was 
irrelevant to her or she was too familiar with the 
question that it is unnecessary for her to answer it. 
Whatever the fact is, such children are never 
unchained. 
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Case 3: Family shouldered on childhood!

†Km 3: †QvÆ Kvu‡a msmv‡ii Nvwb, G †Kgb ˆkke!

Eight years old Rokhsana 
is a child labour from 
Kalmatir para under 
Lalmonirhat district. She 
is engaged with bidi shell 
preparation with her 
mother since the age of 
five. Currently she works 
five or six days in a week. 
Her mother gets order to 
prepare 10,000 bidi shells 
a week. She prepares 
4,000 and the rest is done 
by her mother. They get Tk 8 only for preparing a 
thousand of bidi shells. Rokhsana earns Tk 32 a 
week on average and hence, Tk 128 a month. Her 
mother is a non-card holder of bidi factory. She 
works on sub-contract from the card-holding 
workers. It is the rule of the locality that the workers 
who do not possess cards will prepare bidi shells 
sitting at their residences under sub-contract 
arranged by the card-holders. Card holders get order 
to prepare 10,000 – 18,000 bidi a day. But since it is 
huge within tight timeline, they employ the non 
card-holders to make bidi shells on their behalf. The 
card-holders supply the shell preparing materials and 
a deadline, and later collect the shells when done.  

Rokhsans has learnt bidi shell making from her 
mother. She is now responsible to help in the 
household income by her skills. Although a student 
of class two, she cannot attend school for the work. 
She even does not have enough time to spend for 
sports. She has been passing her childhood the same 
for the last three years. Thousands of children of the 
poverty-stricken households do not go to school. 
Isn’t there any end of such situations? 



†ivLmvbvi evev w`bgRyi| mviv eQi wbqwgZ KvR _v‡K bv| 

Pvlvev‡`i †Kvb RwgI †bB Zv‡`i| evevi Aí Av‡q msmvi 

P‡j bv| †h Kvi‡Y gv I  †g‡q‡K eva¨ n‡qB wewoi KvR Ki‡Z 

nq| wkDwj †eM‡gi mv‡_ K_v e‡j Rvbv †Mj GB GjvKvi 

†ewki fvM Mwie gvbylB wewo ˆZwii Kv‡R wb‡qvwRZ| hv‡`i 

wb‡R‡`i Pv‡li Rwg †bB, mnvqm¤ú`nxb A_ev w`bgRywiB 

hv‡`i GKgvÎ m¤̂j Zv‡`i †ewki fvM gvbylB wewo KviLvbvi 

SzuwKc~Y© Kv‡Ri mv‡_ I‡ZvcÖ‡Zvfv‡e RwoZ|

Rokhsana’s father is a day labourer. He does not have 
work throughout the year. He also does not have any 
croplands. His scanty income is inadequate to bear all 
the household expenses. So, he engaged his daughter 
in bidi making. Rokhsana’s mother, Sheuli Begum, 
said that most of the locals were engaged with bidi 
production. Sheuli added that people especially who 
did not have any croplands, wealth or helpless, were 
integrated with the hazardous bidi factory. 
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Case 4: Shuki deprived of education
†Km 4: ¯‹z‡j hvIqv n‡jv bv kywKi

kywKi eqm 11| wØZxq †kÖwYi ci Avi ¯‹z‡j hvIqv nqwb| 

GLb †m wewo KviLvbvi wbqwgZ kÖwgK| cÖwZw`b †fvi 5Uvq 

†PvL gyQ‡Z gyQ‡Z evevi mv‡_ wewo KviLvbvq hvq Ges KvR 

†k‡l weKvj 5Uvq evwo †d‡i| jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi KvjgvwUi 

evwbqvcvovi †fwoevu‡a 

kywK‡`i emevm| 

kywKi evev KvW©avix 

kÖwgK| KviLvbv †_‡K 

†m cÖwZw`b 10 nvRvi 

wewo ˆZwii AW©vi 

cvq| cÖwZ nvRvi 24 

UvKv wn‡m‡e 10 nvRvi 

wewo ˆZwii Rb¨ †m 

†gvU cvq 240 UvKv | 

8 UvKv nvRvi Pzw³‡Z 

evB‡ii kÖwgK w`‡q 10 

nvRvi †Vvm ˆZwi‡Z 

Zvi LiP nq 80 

UvKv| †Vvm ˆZwii 

LiP ev` w`‡q †h 160 

UvKv Aewkó _v‡K ZvB 

kywK I Zvi evevi 

ˆ`wbK Avq| Zviv 1 

gv‡m M‡o 20 w`‡bi g‡Zv KvR cvq, hv †_‡K Zv‡`i †gvU 

Avq nq 3200 UvKv Gi g‡a¨ kywKi Avq 800 UvKv| kywK 

mßv‡n  5 w`b KviLvbvq hvq| cÖwZw`b †m 5 nvRvi wewoi 

gv_v †gvovq hvi gRywi nvRvicÖwZ 8 UvKv wnmv‡e 40 UvKv| 

A_©vr kywKi mvßvwnK gRywi †_‡K Avq 200 UvKv hv gv‡m 

`vuovq 800 UvKvq| D‡jøL¨, kywKi Avq Ab¨ †h‡Kvb wkï 

kÖwg‡Ki Mo Av‡qi †P‡q †ewk, `ÿZv I mßv‡n 5w`b Kv‡Ri 

my‡hvM _vKvB Gi cÖavb KviY|

kywKi mv‡_ K_v ejvi mgq Zvi evev gv cv‡kB wQj| †g‡q 

wewo KviLvbvi A¯^v¯’¨Ki cwi‡e‡k KvR K‡i, ¯‹z‡j hvq bv 

Gm‡e †Kvb AbyZvc †bB Zv‡`i| eis †g‡q †h UvKv Avq 

Ki‡Q †mUv ejvi mgq Zv‡`i †Pv‡L-gy‡L `viæY Z…wßi wSwjK 

†`Lv †Mj| Zvi ̄ ‹z‡j bv hvIqv cwiev‡ii Kv‡Q eo †Kvb NUbv 

bq, †m †h UvKv Avq Ki‡Q †mUvB Zvi cwiev‡ii Kv‡Q A‡bK 

eo| KviY, Zvi cwieviI wbt¯^, me©nviv|  b`x fvO‡bi d‡j 

mewKQz nvwi‡q MZ 6 eQi hver †fwoevu‡a emevm Ki‡Q| 

†Kvb RwgRgvI †bB Zv‡`i| kixiB GKgvÎ m¤^j| evevi 

GKvi Avq w`‡q cvuP R‡bi msmvi Pvjv‡bv Lye KwVb n‡q 

c‡o| †m Kvi‡YB kywK‡K Kv‡R jvwM‡q w`‡q‡Q Zvi evev| 

Z‡e  wewo KviLvbvq KvR Ki‡Z wM‡q ïay ¯‹z‡j hvIqvB eÜ 

Eleven years old Shuki attended school till her 
second grade. Now she is a regular worker of a bidi 
factory. She lives with her family at Beribandh 

(embankment) of Baniapara under 
Lalmonirhat district. Shuki wakes up 
at 5am to go at the bidi factory with 
her father and returns at 5pm. She is 
ordered to prepare 10,000 bidi a day 
and is paid Tk 240. She gets Tk 24 per 
thousand bidi preparation. She spends 
Tk 80 to prepare one thousand of bidi 
shells by sub-contract and she with her 
father receives Tk 160 which is their 
actual income. They work around 20 
days a month on average and earn 
around Tk 3200 of which Tk 800 
belongs to her. She goes to bidi 
factory five days a week and locks 
around 5,000 tops of bidi shells. She 
receives Tk 8 per thousand. Her 
weekly average income is Tk 200 and 
Tk 800 a month. It is to be noted that 

her income is more than any other child as she is 
privileged with five-day working opportunity and 
her skills to prepare bidi. 

She was accompanied with her parents during the 
interview. Her parents are indifferent to the 
unhealthy bidi factory environment and her absence 
at school. Rather, their shining faces expressed 
satisfaction for the additional income of their 
daughter. Once they were a solvent family. But they 
are to live on the Beribandh area after they lost their 
belongings by river erosion. They also do not have 
any land or livestock. It was difficult for her father to 
maintain the five-member family expenses alone. 
So, her father has engaged her in bidi factory. 
However, not only she had to stop schooling, her 
health is also weakening after she has engaged with 
bidi factory. In line with fever and coughs, she 
developed eye sight problems. Being poor, she could 
not consult a doctor. When asked about how long 



nqwb Zvi ¯^v‡¯’¨iI †ek AebwZ n‡q‡Q| R¡i, Kvwk QvovI 

†ek wKQzw`b †_‡K kywKi `y‡PvL †dvjv †dvjv Ges †PvL e¨_v 

K‡i| UvKvi Afv‡e GL‡bv Wv³vi †`Lv‡bv nqwb | Avi 

KZw`b kywK wewo KviLvbvq KvR Ki‡e? DË‡i Zvi evev 

Rvbvq, ÒkywK †h UvKv Avq Ki‡Q Zv Ii Rb¨B mÂq KiwQ, 

Ii we‡qi mgq †Zv UvKv jvM‡e|Ó kywKi Kv‡Q cÖkœ wQj, 

Òwewo KviLvbvq KvR Ki‡Z †Zvgvi fvj jv‡M?Ó I Pzc 

K‡iwQj| KviY Ii gv-evev Kv‡QB wQj| kywKi g‡Zv A‡bK 

wkï Zv‡`i †e‡o DVv mgq e¨q Ki‡Q wewo KviLvbvi SzuwKc~Y© 

cwi‡e‡k| †h mgq e¨q nIqv DwPZ wQj wkÿv I †Ljvayjvq 

†m mgq P‡j hv‡”Q msmv‡ii Avq-DcvR©‡bi Nvwb Uvb‡Z|

DrKU SvuSv‡jv M‡Üi ZxeªZv †f` K‡i KviLvbvi wfZ‡i cv 

ivL‡ZB †Pv‡L co‡jv GK Ab¨iKg `„k¨| ¸`vgm`„k wekvj 

N‡ii †g‡S‡Z kZ kZ KwP nvZ GKg‡b KvR K‡i P‡j‡Q, 

Kv‡iv †Kvb w`K ZvKvevi dzimZ †bB|  mviv †g‡S Ry‡o 

Zvgv‡Ki ¸uov Avi a~‡jv-gqjvi Av¯ÍiY, Nigq `~wlZ evZvm| 

cÖwZwU wbtk¦vm †hb Rxewb kw³ †L‡q †dj‡Q| Gig‡a¨ †Mvj 

n‡q e‡m KvR Ki‡Q 2-5 R‡bi GK GKUv `j, GK GKwU 

cwievi mv‡_ wewo ˆZwii miÄvg| gv‡qi cv‡k Avbg‡b †Ljv 

Ki‡Q A‡bK `y‡ai wkï, Nywg‡q Av‡Q †KD †KD Pig Abv`i 

Avi Ae‡njvq| gv‡qi mv‡_ Avmv Gme wkïi †ewkifv‡Mi 

eqm 6 gvm †_‡K 4 eQ‡ii g‡a¨| fxlY ¯^v¯’¨SzuwKi g‡a¨ 

eva¨ n‡qB mvivw`b gv‡qi mv‡_ _vK‡Z n‡”Q Zv‡`i| 

Zvgv‡Ki ¸uov bvK gyL w`‡q cÖ‡ek Ki‡Q AbeiZ| Kv‡iv 

†Kvb weKvi †bB| Aek¨ KviLvbv KZ©„cÿ G e¨vcv‡i 

wbwe©Kvi, Ô14 eQ‡ii wb‡P wkï‡`i wewo d¨v±wi‡Z cÖ‡ek 

wb‡laÕ m¤^wjZ GKwU mvBb‡evW© cÖavb dU‡Ki mvg‡b mvwU‡q 

w`‡q Lvjvm, †hb wkï AwaKvi AvBb cvjb K‡i †d‡j‡Q|

she will work in the bidi factory, her father replied 
that all the earnings of Shuki have been being saved 
for her marriage in future. When Shuki was asked 
how she feels working in bidi factories, she remained 
silent as her parents were sitting next to her. Many of 
the children of the locality are spending their 
childhood in the hazardous environment of the bidi 
factories. The childhood that was supposed to be 
invested in sports and education, is being spent for 
maintaining their families.

Acute sharp stench was filled in the air. Hundreds of 
tender hands were carefully working on the floor of 
a storehouse like space and they even did not have 
time to look around for the deadlines of finishing 
their respective tasks. The air, heavily polluted and 
filled with tobacco powder and dusts, was flying 
across the room and it appeared that life span was 
decreasing with each breath. In such a condition, 
teams were made consisting of 2-5 members sitting 
in a circle with bidi making materials. Usually 
household members were used to form teams. Many 
children were found sleeping on the floor aged from 
six months to four years with extreme negligence. 
The children are bound to stay at the factories for 
long hours until their mothers complete their tasks. 
Tobacco dusts were entering into their mouth and 
nose, which was a serious health threat, but nobody 

36

ZvgvK bv †UKmB Dbœqb TOBACCO OR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Case 5: Inside the Factory
†Km 5: KviLvbvi Af¨šÍ‡i 



ˆP‡Îi `ve`vn, cÖvq 39 wWwMÖ †mjwmqvm ZvcgvÎv| wU‡bi Qv` 

†e‡q bvg‡Q `M`Mv Mig, †Kvb d¨vb †bB| A‡b‡K ïay m¨v‡Ûv 

†MwÄ Mv‡q KvR Ki‡Q| †KD †KD D`vg kix‡i nvZ Pvjv‡”Q 

w`‡bi †KvUv c~iY Ki‡Z| Lvwj Mv‡q _vKv wkï‡`i nvwÇmvi 

kixi †`‡L, g‡bi ARv‡šÍB ¯^vfvweK cwi‡e‡k evm Kiv 

wkï‡`i mv‡_ G‡`i Zzjbv gv_vq G‡m c‡o| wK wbg©g 

ev¯ÍeZv| mviv kix‡i ZvgvK ¸uovi Av¯ÍiY, ï®‹ †PvL-gyL| 

†Pvqv‡ji nvo †R‡M DVv| †PvL`y‡Uv M‡Z© emv‡bv, wb¯úªf| 

wkïi PvÂj¨ †bB I‡`i †Pv‡L-gy‡L, †hb msmv‡ii mevi 

fvZ-Kvc‡oi `vqfvi Zv‡`i Nv‡o Pvcv‡bv|

KviLvbvi †fZ‡i A‡bK cÖkœ g‡b Avm‡jI KvD‡K wKQz 

wR‡Ám Kivi my‡hvM wQj bv| ïay ch©‡eÿY| Z‡e KviLvbvi 

(1/2 Rb) KZ…©c‡ÿi c‡ÿ wU‡gi 7/8 Rb‡K (¯’vbxq 

mvsevw`Kmn) mvgjv‡bv mnR wQjbv| d‡j, †KŠk‡j 

KviLvbvi Af¨šÍ‡i wKQz wKQz Qwe †Zvjv m¤¢e n‡qwQj| 

kÖwgK‡`i mv‡_ K_v ejvi Rb¨ KviLvbvi cÖavb dU‡Ki evB‡i 

A‡cÿv Kiv Qvov Avi †Kvb Dcvq wQjbv| KvR †k‡l †ei

seemed worried about the issue. However, the 
factory authority is also callous and has finished 
their responsibilities by showing a signboard on the 
main entrance that describes that entry of children 
under 14 is restricted in the factory. But they are 
paying no heed on the issue and believe that all their 
responsibilities to protect child rights are done by 
the signboard.

The temperature was around 39o Celsius which was 
almost similar to a heat wave. Hot weather pouring 
down through the tinned (CI) roof inside the factory 
and there was no ceiling or table fan found inside. 
Most of them were wearing undershirts and even 
some were working on bare body to adjust with the 
weather and fill their daily quota. All of a sudden, a 
comparison between the malnourished, 
poverty-stricken children in the bidi factory and 
children living in modern and healthy environment 
hit the mind. It is the cruel reality of life. The 
children in the bidi factory were covered with 
tobacco dusts, their eyes dimmed and small, dried 
faces, boney bodies and limbs, absence of childish 
activities prevailed among them. Poverty has made 
them wasting their childhoods to bear their 
households for a little longer. 

Despite having lots of queries in mind, there was 
lack of scope to ask the questions to someone inside 
the bidi factory. Only observation was the way to 
realize the real condition of living of the children 
and their families with the meager income in 
exchange of the hardest labour. However, the 
authority of the bidi factory (one or two members 
who were present at the factory then) could not 
control over the team of seven to eight members 
including two local journalists. The images attached 
herein were taken very trickily by the team. 
Interviews were taken after their permission sitting
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Case 5: Inside the Factory
†Km 5: KviLvbvi Af¨šÍ‡i 



n‡j, AbygwZ wb‡q iv¯Ívi cv‡k †Kvb ÷‡j A_ev evwo‡Z wM‡q 

Avjvc-Av‡jvPbvi gva¨‡gB wewfbœ cÖ‡kœi DËi cvIqv m¤¢e 

n‡q‡Q| jvjgwbinv‡U GKwU wewo KviLvbvi evB‡i 3 m`‡m¨i 

GK kÖwgK cwiev‡ii gv m`m¨i Kv‡Q Rvb‡Z PvIqv n‡qwQj- 

KviLvbvq GZ wkï, ïayB wK Afve?  Zvi DË‡ii mvims‡ÿc 

n‡jv, Afve †Zv Av‡QB wKš‘ wewo †Kv¤úvwbi ¯^v_©I Kg bq| 

wkï‡`i miæ miæ AvOzj †Kv¤úvwbi Lye cQ›`| eo‡`i Zzjbvq 

wkïiv miæ AvOzj w`‡q we‡kl K‡i Lvwj †Vvm ˆZwi I ZvgvK 

fiv †Vv‡mi gv_v †gvov‡bvi KvR Lye `ªæZ I wbLuyZfv‡e Ki‡Z 

cv‡i| GQvov wkï‡`i mn‡R cvIqv hvq Ges cyY©eq¯‹ 

kÖwgK‡`i Zzjbvq wkï‡`i gRywi gy‡j¨i Pvwn`vI Kg| 

GKch©v‡q Av‡eMRwoZ K‡É Zvi 8 eQ‡ii †g‡q I 10 eQ‡ii 

†Q‡ji w`‡K Bw½Z K‡i wZwb Rvbvb, Zvi †Q‡j MZ wZb eQi 

a‡i KvR Ki‡Q Avi †g‡q KvR Ki‡Q †`o eQi a‡i| †g‡qwU 

mviveQiB bvbviKg Amy‡L †fv‡M we‡kl K‡i Kvwk _v‡K 

memgq| Zvi Kv‡Q AviI Rvbv †Mj gvwjK cÿ †Kb wU‡gi 

†jvKRb‡K KviLvbvi Af¨šÍ‡i GKwU we‡kl N‡i †h‡Z AvcwË 

K‡iwQj| KvivLvbvi IB N‡ii †ewki fvMB wkï kÖwgK| Zvi 

Kv‡Q AviI wR‡Ám Kiv n‡jv KviLvbvi GKRb Kg©KZ©v ej‡jv 

Gme wkïiv ̄ ‹z‡j hvq, wKš‘ wKfv‡e? wU‡gi Kv‡Q D‡b¥vwPZ n‡jv 

KvLvbv KZ©„c‡ÿi GK bZzb PwiÎ| KviLvbvi gvwjK cÿ 

eQ‡ii ïiæ‡Z A_©vr Rvbyqvwi gv‡m Gme ev”Pv‡`i ¯‹y‡j fwZ©i 

Rb¨ Zrci n‡q I‡V, fwZ© †kl n‡j cÖ_g GK-`yBgvm hviv 

¯‹z‡j c‡o Zv‡`i mKvj 9Uv †_‡K †ejv 12Uv ch©šÍ QzwU †`qv 

nq| wKš‘ wKQzw`b ci †_‡K †m wbqg wkw_j n‡q Avevi wewo 

ˆZwii KvR Pj‡Z _v‡K mvivw`b| ¯‹z‡j wbqwgZ hvq Ggb wkïi 

msL¨v LyeB Kg| GwU †Kv¤úvwbi GK fqven †KŠkj, kZfvM 

wkï ¯‹z‡j fwZ© wKš‘ KvR K‡i mvivw`b KviLvbvq!

by roadside or at their respective residences. In  
Lalmonirhat, a three-member team of bidi workers 
from a household, where the mother was the team 
leader, was asked that if there was only poverty to let 
people allow their children to work in bidi factories. 
She precisely replied that poverty was a fact but the 
bidi factory owners also had some interest if child 
workers were engaged into their factories. The bidi 
company prefers thin fingers of the children as they 
could quickly and perfectly prepare the bidi shells 
and close the shell tops. Besides, children were 
available and less demanding than the adult ones. 
Turning emotional she said that her son, aged 10 
years old, had been working for three years and her 
daughter, aged eight, had been working for one and a 
half years at the bidi factory. Her daughter suffered 
from different diseases, particularly coughing. She 
also said why the factory authority forbade us 
strongly entering into a particular room because 
most of the workers of the room were children. She 
was also asked about the schooling of the children 
and how that was possible. The question revealed a 
new face of the factory authority. The factory owner 
became active to admit the children in schools in the 
beginning of a year and allows them leave from 9am 
to 12am for attending classes. But after some days,

the rule becomes slacked and day-long bidi 
preparation continued like the other days of the year.  
Only a few children regularly attended school and 
this was a deadly tactic by the factory owner. All the 
children of the bidi factory were enrolled with school 
but passed their time in the bidi factory by making 
thousands of bidi! 
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wewo KviLvbvi Af¨šÍ‡i wkïkÖ‡gi e¨envi mwZ¨B 

Avk¼vRbK| iscy‡ii nvivMv‡Q 2wU Ges jvjgwbinv‡Ui 

LywbqvMv‡Q 1wU †gvU 3wU wewo KviLvbv cwi`k©b †k‡l GK_v 

wb:m‡›`‡n ejvv hvq| KviLvbv¸‡jv‡Z Kg©iZ A‡a©‡Ki †ewk 

(kZKiv 60-65  fvM)  kÖwgK wkï, hv‡`i AvbygvwbK eqm 

4-14 eQ‡ii g‡a¨| ch©‡eÿY, wewo kÖwgK‡`i mv‡_ K_v ejv 

Ges Qwe we‡kølY K‡i wewo KviLvbvq wkïkÖg e¨env‡ii G 

AbycvZ Abygvb Kiv n‡q‡Q| †h‡nZz AwaKvsk wkï Acywó‡Z 

AvµvšÍ ev iæMœ Ges kvixwiK e„w× ¯^vfvweK bq, d‡j mwVK 

eqm wbY©q Kiv KwVb| Z‡e ¯’vbxq‡`i mv‡_ Av‡jvPbvi 

gva¨‡g cÖvß Z_¨, wkïkÖg msµvšÍ we`¨gvb cwimsL¨vb cÖf…wZi 

mv‡_ GB msL¨vMZ g~j¨vq‡bi mvhyR¨ i‡q‡Q| wKš‘ cwimsL¨vb 

hvB †nvK bv †Kb GB AgvbweK kÖg eÜ †nvK GUvB GKgvÎ 

cÖZ¨vkv|

Child labour inside the bidi factory is really shocking. 
After visiting two factories in Haragaach, and one in 
Khuniagaach under Lalmonirhat district, the 
six-member Tobacco Industry Watch Bangladesh 
team has come to an agreeable decision about the use 
of child labour in the bidi factories of the districts. 
The team members’ finding shows that over half of 
the bidi workers (60 – 65%) are children aging from 4 
– 14. Observations, discussions with the bidi workers 
and analyzing the photos, the Tobacco Industry 
Watch Bangladesh team members have agreed about 
the ratio of child labour in the bidi factories. Since 
most of the children are malnourished, their actual age 
could not be known. But the Tobacco Industry Team 
evaluation is almost similar with the information 
gathered from the locals and secondary literatures on 
child labour. Whatever the statistics is, Tobacco 
Industry Watch Bangladesh wants the inhumane child 
labour on bidi factory to be stopped soon.  

39

ZvgvK bv †UKmB Dbœqb TOBACCO OR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Conclusion Dcmsnvi



ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb Abymv‡i evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvK c‡Y¨i 

weÁvcb I cÖPviYv wbwl× Ges c„ô‡cvlKZv wbqš¿‡Y K‡Vvi 

wb‡lavÁv _vK‡jI ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi cÖjyäKiY Kvh©µg I 

n¯Í‡ÿc wbqš¿‡Y †Zgb †Kvb weavb †bB| G my‡hv‡M 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv †`ke¨vcx ZvgvK e¨emv evov‡Z wbZ¨bZzb 

K~U‡KŠkj Aej¤^b I AvMÖvmx Kg©KvÐ cwiPvjbv Ae¨vnZ 

†i‡L‡Q| ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb ev¯Íevq‡bI Zviv bvbvwea 

cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó Ki‡Q| d‡j AvBb †_‡KI AvB‡bi Kvw•LZ 

mydj †Pv‡L co‡Q bv, ÿwZMÖ¯Í n‡”Q Rb¯^v¯’¨| GdwmwUwmÕi 

AvwU©‡Kj 5.3
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 Abymv‡i miKvi ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi n¯Í‡ÿc 

gy³ †_‡K ZvgvK wbqš¿Y welqK bxwZ cÖYqb I †Kv¤úvwbi 

Kvh©µg wbqš¿Y msµvšÍ wewa-weavb cÖYqb Ki‡e g‡g© 

eva¨evaKZv _vK‡jI eZ©gvb AvB‡b Zvi †Kvb cÖwZdjb 

†bB| D‡jøL¨, Rb¯^v¯’¨ myiÿvq evsjv‡`k miKvi 2003 mv‡j 

GdwmwUwm A_©vr †d«gIqvK© Kb‡fbkb Ab †Uve¨v‡Kv K‡›Uªvj 

G ¯^vÿi Ges 2005 mv‡j a~gcvb I ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i 

Drcv`b, e¨envi, µq-weµq I weÁvcb wbqš¿‡Yi j‡ÿ¨ 

AvBb cÖYqb K‡i| †ekwKQz `ye©jZv _vKvq AvBbwU 2013 

mv‡j ms‡kvab K‡i hyM‡cv‡hvMx Kiv nq| cieZ©x‡Z 

ms‡kvwaZ AvB‡bi AvIZvq wewagvjvI P~ovšÍ Kiv nq, hv 

12B gvP© 2015  †_‡K ev¯Íevqb Dc‡hvMx ev Kvh©Ki i‡q‡Q| 

Z‡e ms‡kvwaZ AvBb I wewagvjv AR©b †gv‡UB mnRmva¨ wQj 

bv| ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv bvbv K~U‡KŠkj I n¯Í‡ÿ‡ci gva¨‡g

Although advertisement and promotion of tobacco 
products are prohibited and sponsorships are strictly 
controlled by the tobacco control law, there is no 
such act to control the alluring activities and 
interferences of tobacco company in the country.

As a result, to expand their business, the tobacco 
companies are adopting and continuing different ill 
tactics and aggressive activities across the country 
and also hampering the implementation of tobacco 
control law. Thereby, the desired outcomes of the 
tobacco control law are not seen and public health is 
being damaged. Following the FCTC Article 5.360, 
the government was supposed to formulate tobacco 
control policies being free from tobacco company 
interferences. Unfortunately, there is no such 
provision in the current law. Remarkably, the 
government signed on Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control (FCTC) in 2003 and to control 
tobacco production, usages, selling and 
advertisement, had formulated law in 2005. The law 
accordingly got amended in 2013 due to some 
loopholes. Later, the Rules for the amended law was
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Tobacco company death marketing strategy and law violation
ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi g„Zz¨wecYb K~U‡KŠkj I AvBb j•Nb

Tobacco Industry Death Marketing Strategy:
 Bangladesh Context

g„Zz¨ wecYb K~U‡KŠkj: evsjv‡`k †cÖÿvcU



ms‡kvwaZ AvBb cv‡ki cÖwµqv cÖvq †`o eQi Ges AvBb 

cv‡ki ci wewagvjv P~ovšÍKiY cÖwµqv cÖvq 2 eQi Szwj‡q 

iv‡L Ges G ch©v‡q Zviv AvBb I wewagvjvi †ek wKQz 

¸iZ¡c~Y© Ask evwZj Ges wKQz wKQz RvqMv `ye©j ev cwieZ©b 

Ki‡Z mÿg nq|

a~gcvb I ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ e¨envi (wbqš¿Y) AvBb 2005 

(ms‡kvabx, 2013)
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 Gi 5 bs aviv Abyhvqx †`‡k ZvgvKRvZ 

`ª‡e¨i me ai‡bi weÁvcb I cÖPviYv wbwl× Ges c„ô‡cvlKZv 

wbqš¿Y Kiv n‡q‡Q| AvBb Abyhvwq wcÖ›U/B‡jKUªwbK 

wgwWqvmn †h †Kvb Dcv‡q ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i weÁvcb cÖPvi; 

webvg~‡j¨ ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ weZiY; `vb, cyi¯‹vi ev Abyôv‡bi 

e¨qfvi enb; †cÖÿvM„n ev I‡qe †c‡R weÁvcb cÖPvi; 

MYgva¨‡g cÖPvwiZ wm‡bgv, bvUK ev cÖvgvY¨wP‡Î ZvgvKRvZ 

`ªe¨ e¨env‡ii `„k¨ cÖ`k©b; ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i †gvoK ev 

c¨v‡KU mv`„k¨ Ab¨ †Kvb c‡Y¨i Drcv`b, weZiY; weµq¯’‡j 

ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i weÁvcb cÖPvi; mvgvwRK `vqe×Zv 

Kg©m~wPi Aax‡b e¨wqZ A_© cÖ`v‡bi †ÿ‡Î ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ 

Drcv`bKvix cÖwZôv‡bi bvg, mvBb, †UªWgvK©, cÖZxK e¨envi 

m¤ú~Y© wbwl×| Z‡e wewa Øviv wba©vwiZ kZ© mv‡c‡ÿ ïaygvÎ 

cy‡iv‡bv †hme wm‡bgvq Kvwnbxi cÖ‡qvR‡b ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ 

e¨env‡ii `„k¨ i‡q‡Q Zv cÖ`k©b Kiv hv‡e| wewagvjvq
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 ejv 

n‡q‡Q, ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ e¨env‡ii `„k¨ cÖ`k©bKv‡j c`©vi 

gvSLv‡b c`©vi AvKv‡ii AšÍZ GK cÂgvsk ¯’vb Ry‡o Kv‡jv 

Rwg‡bi Dci mv`v Aÿ‡i Òa~gcvb/ZvgvK †meb g„Zz¨ NUvqÕÕ 

kxl©K ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evYx cÖ`k©b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| †Uwjwfk‡b 

cÖPvwiZ wm‡bgvi †ÿ‡Î ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ e¨env‡ii `„k¨ 

iwnqv‡Q GBiƒc AskwU `yBwU weÁvcb weiwZi gvSLv‡b 

cÖPv‡ii †ÿ‡Î cÖ_g weÁvcb weiwZi ci A_©vr D³ Ask ïiæ 

nBevi c~‡e© Ges wØZxq weÁvcb weiwZi c~‡e© A_©vr D³ Ask 

†kl nBevi ci m¤ú~Y© c`©v Ry‡o Kv‡jv Rwg‡bi Dci mv`v 

Aÿ‡i Òa~gcvb/ZvgvK †meb g„Zz¨ NUvqÕÕ kxl©K mZK©evYx 

Ab~¨b 10 †m‡KÛ mgq awiqv cÖ`k©b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| GKBfv‡e 

†cÖÿvM„‡n wm‡bgv cÖ`k©‡bi †ÿ‡Î ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ e¨env‡ii 

`„k¨ iwnqv‡Q GBiƒc wm‡bgv Avi¤¢ nBevi c~‡e©, weiwZi c~‡e© 

I c‡i Ges wm‡bgv cÖ`k©‡bi †k‡l Ab~¨b 20 †m‡KÛ mgq 

ch©šÍ m¤ú~Y© c`©v Rywoqv Òa~gcvb/ZvgvK †meb g„Zz¨ NUvqÕÕ 

kxl©K mZK©evYx evsjvq cÖ`k©b Kwi‡Z nB‡e| 

m‡e©vcwi AvB‡bi 5 bs avivi e¨vL¨vq ejv n‡q‡Q, cÖZ¨ÿ ev 

c‡ivÿfv‡e Zvgv‡Ki e¨envi cÖea©‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ †h †Kvb 

ai‡bi evwYwR¨K Kvh©µg ÒZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i weÁvcb cÖPviÓ 

wn‡m‡e AšÍfy©³ nB‡e| †Kvb e¨w³ GB avivi weavb j•Nb 

Ki‡j Ab~aŸ© wZb (03) gvm webvkÖg Kviv`Ð ev AbwaK GK 

(01) jÿ UvKv A_©`Ð ev Dfq`‡Ð `wÐZ n‡e| D³ e¨w³ 

wØZxqevi ev cyb: cyb: GKB ai‡bi Aciva msMVb Kwi‡j 

wZwb ch©vqµwgKfv‡e D³ `‡Ði wØ¸Y nv‡i `Ðbxq nB‡eb|

ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i weÁvcb I cÖPviYv msµvšÍ Dc‡i D‡jøwLZ 

AvBb I wewa-weavb cÖYq‡b †Kej GdwmwUwmÕi G msµvšÍ 

AvwU©‡Kj 13 AbymiY Kiv n‡q‡Q| ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi Kvh©µg 

finalized which has been in effect from March 12, 
2015. But, the achievement of the amended tobacco 
control law and Rules was not so easy. The tobacco 
industry applied various ill tactics and hanged up the 
law amendment process for one and half years and 
also delayed the Rules finalization process for 
almost two years. During the period, they were able 
to annul some of the important provisions of the law 
and Rules and also altered and weaned some 
provisions. 

Following section 5 of Smoking and Tobacco 
Products Usage (Control) Act 2005 (Amendment, 
2013)61, all types of advertisement and promotion of 
tobacco products have been prohibited and 
sponsorship has been strictly controlled. As per the 
law, all types of advertisement on print/ electronic 
media or by any other means, distributing tobacco 
products for free; donation, reward or sponsoring 
events; advertising on cinema halls or on web pages; 
using scenes of tobacco product consumption on 
cinema, drama or documentary, production and 
distribution of any product similar to tobacco 
product packet or wrappers and their distribution, 
advertising tobacco products on point of sales, using 
tobacco company name, sign, trademark, symbol 
against sponsoring corporate social responsibilities 
etc. are completely prohibited. However, based on 
some rules and conditions, tobacco consumption 
scenes could be used on the older cinemas with the 
necessity of plot. The Rules62 have indicated that 
anti-smoking warning, “Smoking/ tobacco use 
causes death”, should be used on one fifth space of 
the entire screen by white font on black background. 
Regarding the case of telecasting cinemas on 
television, between the two advertisement break, it 
means after the first advertisement and beginning of 
the smoking scene and before the second 
advertisement which refers that after the ending of 
the part, an anti-smoking waring, “Smoking/ 
Tobacco Use Causes Death”, should be screened on 
the entire screen for at least 10 seconds. Similarly, if 
there are smoking scenes on cinema, the same 
procedure should be followed before the cinema 
begins, before and after the advertisement and at the 
end of the cinema and the anti-smoking warning, 
“Smoking/ Tobacco Use Causes Death” and it 
should last for 20 seconds in Bengali language. 

Over all, the explanation of Section 5 has indicated 
that all the direct and indirect commercial activities 
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Legal bindings on tobacco advertisement, 
 promotion and sponsorship

ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i weÁvcb I cÖPviYv msµvšÍ

 AvBwb eva¨evaKZv



Z_v n¯Í‡ÿc wbqš¿Y msµvšÍ MvBWjvBb AvwU©‡Kj 5.3 

AbymiY Kiv nq bvB| d‡j AvBwb `ye©jZv‡K Kv‡R jvwM‡q 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv Zv‡`i g„Zy¨ e¨emv `vc‡Ui mv‡_B 

Pvwj‡q hv‡”Q| 

AvBb‡K e„×v½ywj †`wL‡q †`ke¨vcx ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i 

weÁvcb I cÖPvi-cÖPviYv Pvwj‡q hv‡”Q ZvgvK Drcv`bKvix 

cÖwZôvb¸‡jv| AbymÜv‡b †`Lv †M‡Q, Zvgv‡Ki 

weÁvcb-cÖPviYv wbwl× _vK‡jI c„ô‡cvlKZv m¤ú~Y©fv‡e 

wbwl× bv _vKvq Ges AvB‡bi G msµvšÍ aviv mwVKfv‡e 

ev¯ÍevwqZ bv nIqvi Kvi‡Y ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv µgk 

AvMÖvmx n‡q DV‡Q| AvBb j•Nb I e¨emv e„w×i Awfbe 

K~U‡KŠkj e¨envi K‡i Zviv bZzb bZzb ZvgvK e¨enviKvix 

m„wó Z_v g„Zz¨ e¨emv m¤úªmviY K‡i hv‡”Q| †`ke¨vcx ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbi AvBb j•N‡bi wKQz wPÎ wb‡P Zz‡j aiv n‡jv:

weµq‡K‡›`ª ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv

AvBb Abyhvqx wcÖ›U ev B‡jKUªwbK wgwWqvq Zvgv‡Ki weÁvcb 

cÖKvk eÜ _vKvq ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb weµq‡K›`ª¸‡jv‡Z †Rvi 

cÖPviYv Pvjv‡”Q| Avi GB cÖPvi-cÖPviYv Pvjv‡bvi Rb¨ 

evRviRvZKiY Lv‡Z cÖwZeQi nvRvi nvRvi †KvwU UvKv 

wewb‡qvM Kiv n‡”Q| hvi cÖgvY †g‡j †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jvi 

evrmwiK wi‡cv‡U©| ïaygvÎ weªwUk Av‡gwiKvb †Uve¨v‡Kv 

evsjv‡`k (weGwUwe) MZ cvuP eQ‡i eªvÛ evRviRvZKiY Lv‡Z 

cÖvq 330 †KvwU UvKv LiP K‡i‡Q|
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 m‡iRwgb AbymÜv‡b 

†`Lv †M‡Q, †`ke¨vcx bvbv †KŠk‡j Zvgv‡Ki cÖPviYv Pvwj‡q 

hv‡”Q ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv| Zvi g‡a¨ weµq‡K‡›`ª AvMZ 

†µZv‡`i Kv‡Q wjd‡jU, n¨vÛwej BZ¨vw` weZiY; wmMv‡i‡Ui 

†QvU †QvU my`„k¨ †cv÷vi w`‡q †`vKvb mw¾ZKiY; †QvU †QvU 

†cv÷vi myZvq †e‡a †`vKv‡bi mvg‡b Szwj‡q ivLv; wmMv‡i‡Ui 

c¨v‡KU m`„k¨ eo AvK…wZi Wvwg †`vKv‡b Szwj‡q ivLv; †QvU 

AvK…wZi w÷Kvi †`vKv‡b mvwU‡q ivLv; bZzb eª¨v‡Ûi 

wmMv‡i‡Ui c¨v‡KU m¤^wjZ my`„k¨ †evW© †`vKv‡b Szwj‡q ivLv 

BZ¨vw` Ab¨Zg|

to promote tobacco use will be considered as 
“advertisement of tobacco products”. If someone 
violates the rule, the penalty will be a simple 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months 
or a monetary fine which may extend to Tk 100,000 
or both. If the person commits the same offence 
again, the penalties will be doubled. 

To formulate law and Rules on tobacco product 
advertisement and promotion, only FCTC article 13 
has been followed but article 5.3 to control the 
tobacco industry interference has not been followed. 
Consequently, tobacco companies are continuing their 
death business with power exploiting the loopholes. 

 

Tobacco companies are continuing their 
advertisement and promotional activities ignoring 
the law. Investigations have found that though 
tobacco advertisement and promotion are 
prohibited, lacking of complete ban on sponsorship 
and effective implementation of TAPS related other 
provisions of the law tobacco companies are 
becoming aggressive day by day. By applying newer 
ill tactics and by violating the law, they are 
expanding their death business and creating new 
users. Some of the nationwide law violation of 
tobacco companies are pointed below. 

Tobacco advertisement at point-of-sales 

Since tobacco advertisement is banned after the law 
on print/ electronic media, tobacco companies are 
conducting strong advertisements on point-of-sales, 
and for these advertisement, the tobacco companies 
are spending thousands of crores of money which is 
proved on the annual reports of the tobacco 
companies. Only British American Tobacco 
Bangladesh (BATB) has spent around TK 330 
crores for its branding63. Investigations have also 
found that tobacco companies are running their 
advertisement with tricky measures. Among the 
measures, distributing leaflet, handbill etc. to the 
consumers, decorating the selling points with small 
posters, hanging small posters before the store, 
exhibiting large dummy cigarette packs on the 
stores, exhibiting boards on the stores with new 
cigarette brands etc. are notable. 

Moreover, to attract the youths, advertising tobacco 
products with decorating colorful tobacco packets 
on the stores is another common strategy for tobacco 
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Tobacco company ill tactics on violation tobacco
 control law 

ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb j•N‡b ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi

 K~U‡KŠkj



GQvovI ZiæY cÖRb¥‡K AvK…ó 

Ki‡Z weµq¯’‡j ZvgvKc‡Y¨i 

my`„k¨ c¨v‡KU mvwR‡q weÁvcb 

I cÖPviYv Pvjv‡bv ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbi cwiwPZ †KŠkj| me 

†Kv¤úvwbB wmMv‡iU evRviKi‡Y 

GB †KŠkj e¨envi K‡i _v‡K| 

MÖvg-MÄ-kni, Pv‡qi †`vKvb 

†_‡K mycvi †÷vi me©ÎB GB 

AvBb jw•NZ n‡”Q| GQvovI 

wmMv‡i‡Ui c¨v‡KU m¤^wjZ 

mymw¾Z †evW© mvwR‡q ivLvi 

Rb¨ †`vKvwb‡K GjvKv‡f‡` 

500 †_‡K 600 UvKv †`Iqv 

n‡”Q ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi cÿ 

†_‡K, Ggb Lei cÎcwÎKvqI 

cÖKvwkZ n‡q‡Q| A_P we`¨gvb ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi 5bs 

avivi Dcaviv 1 Gi `dv (Q) Abyhvqx weµq¯’‡j †h †Kvb 

Dcv‡q ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i weÁvcb cÖPvi m¤ú~Y© wbwl× I 

kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva| ZviciI ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv AvBb 

j•Nb K‡i Gai‡bi Kg©KvÐ Pvjvq, KviY  e¨emv m¤úªmvi‡Y 

GwU LyeB Kvh©Ki †KŠkj| †Møvevj A¨vWvë †Uve¨v‡Kv mv‡f© 

(M¨vUm 2009) Abymv‡i, evsjv‡`‡k cÖvßeq¯‹ Rb‡Mvôxi cÖvq 

38.4 kZvsk weµq¯’‡j wmMv‡i‡Ui weÁvcb †`‡L Ges cÖvq 

32.1 kZvsk gvbyl weµq¯’j e¨ZxZ Ab¨ ¯’v‡b wmMv‡i‡Ui 

weÁvcb-cÖPviYv †`‡L cÖfvweZ nq|

wfwWI cÖ`k©‡bi gva¨‡g ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv

Aveyj Lv‡qi †Uvev‡K¨v Zv‡`i Drcvw`Z †gwim evª‡Ûi 

wmMv‡iU Ges Aveyj wewoi cÖPviYvi Rb¨ ˆZwi K‡i‡Q 

weÁvcbmn wgDwRK wfwWI| wewfbœ RbwcÖq †`wk-we‡`wk 

Mv‡bi gvSLv‡b XzwK‡q †`Iqv n‡q‡Q wmMv‡iU I wewoi 

weÁvcb| wewfbœ †nv‡Uj-‡iu‡¯Íviv, ZvgvK weµq¯’j Ges 

RbmgvMg¯’‡j ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi weµq cÖwZwbwaiv j¨vcUc 

wKsev wWwfwW †m‡Ui gva¨‡g Gme wfwWI cÖ`k©b Ges 

webvg~‡j¨ wmMv‡iU cÖ`v‡bi gva¨‡g Zv‡`i Drcvw`Z eªv‡Ûi 

wmMv‡iU wKb‡Z †fv³v‡`i DrmvwnZ K‡i| ZvgvK wbqš¿Y 

AvBb Abyhvqx ZvgvKRvZ c‡Y¨i weÁvcb I cÖPviYv wbwl× 

_vKvq ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv AvBb j•Nb K‡i c‡Y¨i 

cÖPviYvq G ai‡bi D™¢vebxg~jK A‰ea cÖPviYvi c_ †e‡Q 

wb‡q‡Q hv kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva|

companies and almost all 
the tobacco companies 
follow this technique. The 
law is being violated 
everywhere including in 
rural areas, cities and 
towns, tea stalls to 
superstores. The shop 
owners are also being 
provided with TK 500-600 
(depends on locality) to 
exhibit the decorated boards 
on the stores and such 
information has also been 
found in newspapers. 
However, the rule of sub-
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section 1 under Section 5 of the tobacco control law, 
advertising of tobacco products at the point-of-sales 
by any forms is completely prohibited, and it is also 
a punishable offence. Yet the tobacco companies 
conduct such activities as this is an effective way to 
expand the business. Following Global Adult 
Tobacco Survey (GAS 2009), around 38.4% 
population of Bangladesh see the advertisements of 
tobacco products at the point-of-sales and 32.1% 
people become influenced by tobacco products 
advertisements in other places.

Tobacco advertisement by video exhibition 

Abul Khair Tobacco has produced music video with 
advertisement for promoting its brand - Marise 
cigarette and Abul Bidi. The advertisement of 
cigarette and bidi has been inserted in popular local 
and international songs. The representatives of the 
company show the videos in different public places 
like hotel, restaurant, point-of-sales and other places 
using their laptops and DVD sets, and also distribute 
cigarettes for free to inspire them in consuming the 
brand. According to the law, tobacco advertisement 
and promotion are banned and thus tobacco 
companies are following the innovative ways to 
advertise for their products which is punishable offence. 

Toll-free call center for tobacco promotion 

Multinational tobacco company, British American 
Tobacco Bangladesh (BATB) has initiated a 
toll-free call center to provide services on inquiry or 
allegations which is an indirect form of marketing 
for its products. A toll-free number combined with a 
Benson & Hedges logo has been pasted in different 
tobacco selling shops where the consumers can 
make phone calls for free to know about any issues 
with Benson & Hedges. The advertisement aims to 



ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYvq bZzb gva¨g Ô†Uvj wd« Kj †m›UviÕ

cY¨ m¤ú‡K© †Kvb AbymÜvb wKsev Awf‡hvM Rvbv‡Z 

webvg~‡j¨i Kj †m›Uvi †mev Pvjyi gva¨‡g c‡ivÿfv‡e 

ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv Pvwj‡q hv‡”Q eûRvwZK ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb 

weGwUwe| Ô†ebmb GÛ †n‡RmÕ †jv‡Mv m¤^wjZ GKwU †Uvj wd« 

bv¤^vi wewfbœ wmMv‡iU we‡µZvi‡`i †`vKv‡b jvMv‡bv n‡q‡Q 

†hLv‡b †µZviv Ô†ebmb GÛ †n‡RmÕ wmMv‡iU m¤úwK©Z †h 

†Kvb wel‡q webvg~‡j¨ †dvb Ki‡Z cvi‡eb| D‡Ïk¨, mvaviY 

gvby‡li Kv‡Q †KŠk‡j Zv‡`i eªv‡Ûi cÖPvi Kiv| D‡jøL¨, 

a~gcvb I ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ (e¨envi) (wbqš¿Y) AvBb 

(ms‡kvab) 2013-Gi aviv 5 Abyhvqx ÒZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i 

weÁvcb cÖPviÓ A_©vr cÖZ¨¶ ev c‡iv¶fv‡e †Kv‡bv 

ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ ev Zvgv‡Ki e¨envi cÖea©‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ †h 

†Kvb ai‡bi evwYwR¨K Kvh©µg cwiPvjbv Kiv wbwl×| cÖPwjZ 

AvB‡b ZvgvKc‡Y¨i weÁvc‡bi Rb¨ AbyaŸ© wZb gvm webvkÖg 

Kviv`Ð ev AbwaK GK j¶ UvKv A_©`Ð ev Dfq`Ð Ges 

wØZxqevi ev cybt cybt GKB ai‡bi Aciva msNUb Ki‡j 

ch©vqµwgKfv‡e D³ `‡Ði wØ¸Y nv‡i `‡Ði weavb i‡q‡Q|

ZvgvKc‡Y¨i wecYb dvu‡` ZviæY¨

wdwjc gwim Gi wmMv‡iU Bond Street  Gi cÖPvi cÖPviYvq 

G‡m‡Q GK Awfbe gvÎv| Bond Street Av`‡j ˆZwi wU-kvU© 

I e¨vM wb‡q `j †eu‡a ZiæY‡`i w`‡q cÖPviYv Pvjv‡”Q 

†Kv¤úvwbwU| D‡Ïk¨, mvaviY gvby‡li Kv‡Q my‡KŠk‡j Zv‡`i 

eªv‡Ûi cÖPvi Kiv| AvKl©Yxq G m¾v wewfbœ eq‡mi gvby‡li 

cvkvcvwk wK‡kvi I ZiæY‡`i AvK…ó Ki‡Q gvivZ¥Kfv‡e| 

c‡Y¨i cÖPvi I e¨envi evov‡bvi †¶‡Î G ai‡bi †KŠkj 

Aej¤^b AvBbZ wbwl× _vK‡jI Aev‡a Pj‡Q G ai‡bi 

cÖPviYv| 

mvB‡K‡ji wcQ‡b wgwb wej‡ev‡W© P‡j ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi weµq cÖwZwbwa‡`i mvB‡K‡ji wcQ‡b 

¯’vwcZ wgwb wej‡ev‡W© Pj‡Q bZzb eªvÛ ÔRvfv eø¨vKÕ wmMv‡i‡Ui
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promote the brand technically among the 
commoners.  But, according to Section 5 of the 
Smoking and Tobacco Products Usage (Control) Act 
(Amendment) 2013, “Advertising for Tobacco 
Products” which refers a ban on both the direct and 
indirect types of advertisement aimed to promote 
tobacco use. The existing law orders a penalty of a 
simple imprisonment for a term not exceeding three 
months or a monetary fine which may extend to Tk 
100,000 or both. If the person commits the same 
offence again, the penalties will be doubled. 

Youths trapped in tobacco marketing 

Bond Street, a Phillip Morris International (PMI) 
cigarette brand has added an innovative dimension in 
its promotional activities. The PMI has engaged 
youths to market the product wearing attires similar 
to the cigarette brand packets which aims to reach and 
publicize the brand to the commoners trickily. This 
attractive look is attracting teenagers and youths 
seriously. Though such techniques are legally banned 
after the law, they are found almost everywhere.



weÁvcb| ivRavbx XvKvmn †`‡ki 

wewfbœ ¯’v‡b mvB‡K‡j Giƒc 

weÁvc‡bi `„k¨ †`Lv †M‡Q| 

AbymÜv‡b †`Lv †M‡Q, Gme 

mvB‡K‡j P‡o weµq cÖwZwbwaiv 

wewfbœ ¯’v‡b †`vKv‡b-†`vKv‡b 

wmMv‡iU †cuŠ‡Q w`‡q _v‡K Avi 

cÖ`wk©Z n‡Z _v‡K ZvgvKc‡Y¨i 

weÁvcb| †`‡k cÖPwjZ AvBb 

Abyhvqx cÖZ¨ÿ ev c‡ivÿfv‡e 

†Kv‡bv ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ ev 

Zvgv‡Ki e¨envi cÖea©‡bi 

D‡Ï‡k¨ †h †Kvb ai‡bi evwbwR¨K 

Kvh©µg cwiPvjbv m¤ú~Y©fv‡e 

wbwl× I kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva|

wkÿv_©x‡`i webvg~‡j¨ ÔeªvBUbÕ eª¨v‡Ûi wmMv‡iU weZiY

†`‡ki wewfbœ AÂ‡j XvK‡Wvj wcwU‡q ¯‹zj co–qv‡`i‡K iv¯Ív 

†_‡K †W‡K G‡b cÖ‡R±‡ii gva¨‡g a~gcv‡bi mydj †`Lv‡bv 

nq Ges Gi wewbg‡q cÖ‡Z¨K‡K GK c¨v‡KU K‡i wmMv‡iU I 

†Kv¤úvwbi †j‡fj hy³ Lvevi mieivn Kiv nq| †`‡ki 

`wÿYvÂ‡ji †Rjv SvjKvwV‡Z XvKv †Uve¨v‡Kv †Kv¤úvwb 

Zv‡`i eªvÛ ÔeªvBUbÕ wmMv‡i‡Ui cÖPviYv Pvjv‡bvi mgq GB 

cš’v Aej¤^b K‡i|
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 Gmgq †Kv¤úvwbi †dmeyK †c‡R hviv 

jvBK w`‡q‡Q Zv‡`i‡K `yB c¨v‡KU K‡i wmMv‡iU wd« †`Iqv 

n‡q‡Q| Abyôv‡b Avmv Gme wkï-wK‡kvi‡`i iv¯Ívq 

wmMv‡i‡Ui c¨v‡KU nv‡Z a~gcvb Ki‡Z †`Lv †M‡Q| we`¨gvb 

AvB‡bi 5 bs avivi Dcaviv 1 Gi `dv (L) I (N) Abyhvqx 

webvg~‡j¨ ZvgvKcY¨ weZiY Ges I‡qe †c‡R ZvgvK ev 

ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ m¤úwK©Z †Kvb weÁvcb cÖPvi m¤ú~Y© wbwl× I 

kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva| 

wmMv‡iU c¨v‡K‡Ui Av`‡j B‡jKUªwbK mvgMÖx ˆZwi I 
µq-weµq
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Mini billboard behind bicycles 

The advertisement of Java Black, a new 
brand, is going on by the mini billboards set 
behind the bicycles of the sales 
representative. Such advertising is found in 
different parts of the country including 
Dhaka. Investigations have found that the 
sales representatives ride on the bicycles to 
deliver the cigarettes in the selling stores and 
tobacco advertisement goes on. Following 
the tobacco control law, conducting any 
commercial activities aiming to promote 
tobacco use both in direct and indirect form is 
completely banned and a punishable offence.

Distributing Briton cigarette among students for 
free 

With huge enthusiasm, by inviting school-going 
students from different regions in the country, the 
benefits of smoking were shown using projectors 
and in exchange of viewing, a packet of cigarettes 
and a foods pack covered with the tobacco company 
levels were distributed among them. Dhaka Tobacco 
company used this advertisement in the southern 
districts of the country to promote their brand - 
Briton64. During the advertisement, who had liked 
their facebook page were awarded with two packets 
of cigarettes for free. The kids who attended the 
programme were seen smoking in their way back to 
home. Following the tobacco control law Section 5 
Sub-section 1 (b) and (d), distributing of tobacco 
product for free and advertising of tobacco products 
on web pages is completely prohibited and 
punishable offence. 

Producing and selling electronic gadgets 
resembling cigarette packs 

Using of computer speakers, radio, music players 
and other devices resembling tobacco packets have 
been found in several 
parts of Dhaka city 
and other remote areas 
of the country. The 
gadgets look like 
cigarette packets from 
a distant view. Since 
tobacco product 
advertisement is banned 
after the law, the 
tobacco companies are 
trickily advertising for 
their products. Based 
on the Section 5, Sub-

ivRavbx XvKvmn †`‡ki cÖZ¨šÍ AÂ‡j 

wmMv‡iU c¨v‡K‡Ui †gvo‡Ki Av`‡j my`„k¨ 

Kw¤úDUv‡ii w¯úKvi, †iwWI, wgDwRK 

†cøqvi mn Ab¨vb¨ B‡jKUªwbK mvgMÖx 

e¨envi Ki‡Z †`Lv †M‡Q| `yi †_‡K Gme 

B‡jKUªwbK mvgMÖx AweKj wmMv‡i‡Ui 

c¨v‡K‡Ui gZ †`L‡Z| Zvgv‡Ki weÁvcb- 

cÖPviYv wbwl× _vKvq †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv 

Gfv‡eB my‡KŠk‡j c‡Y¨i cÖPviYv 

Pvjv‡”Q| we`¨gvb ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi 

5 bs avivi Dcaviv 1 Gi `dv (P) 

Abyhvqx ZvgvKRvZ ̀ ª‡e¨i †gvoK, c¨v‡KU 

ev †KŠUvi Abyiƒc ev mv`„k¨ Ab¨ †Kvb ̀ ªe¨ ev c‡Y¨i Drcv`b, 

weµq ev weZiY m¤ú~Y© wbwl× I kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva|

wewo-wmMv‡i‡Ui Lvwj c¨v‡K‡Ui wecix‡Z †jvfbxq cyi¯‹vi 
cÖ`vb

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi jvMv‡bv ÔLvwj c¨v‡KU Rgv w`b, cyi¯‹vi 

ey‡S wbbÕ Ggb †¯øvMvb m¤^wjZ iwOb †cv÷vi †`‡ki cÖZ¨šÍ



AÂ‡ji MÖv‡g-M‡Ä cÖwZwbqZ †`Lv hv‡”Q| Gme †cv÷v‡i 

†jLv _v‡K †Kvb wbw`©ó eª¨v‡Ûi wmMv‡i‡Ui Lvwj c¨v‡KU KZwU 

Rgv w`‡j wK wK AvKl©Yxq cyi¯‹vi cvIqv hv‡e (†hgb: KZwU 

Lvwj c¨v‡KU Rgv w`‡j gM, KZwU‡Z evjwZ, QvZv ev †gvevBj 

†dvb)|  m¤úªwZ, XvKv †Uve¨v‡KvÕi  bZzb eª¨vÛ ÔeªvBUbÕ 

wmMv‡i‡Ui cÖPviYvq G ai‡bi †cv÷vi nv‡U-evRv‡i Anin 

†`Lv hv‡”Q| AvB‡bi 5 bs avivi Dcaviv 1 Gi `dv (M) 

Abyhvqx ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i e¨envi DrmvwnZ Kwievi D‡Ï‡k¨ 

†Kvb cyi¯‹vi cÖ`vb m¤ú~Y© wbwl× I kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva|

  

wmMv‡i‡Ui c¨v‡K‡Ui is Gi Av`‡j †`vKvb iwOb

ivRavbx XvKvi †ek K‡qKwU GjvKvq wewfbœ eª¨v‡Ûi wmMv‡iU 

c¨v‡K‡Ui is Gi Av`‡j cy‡iv †`vKv‡bi is Kiv n‡q‡Q hv‡K 

ejv nq ÔKvjvi eª¨vwÛsÕ| `yi †_‡K †`vKvb¸‡jv †`L‡jB †evSv

hvq GwU †Kvb eª¨v‡Ûi wmMv‡i‡Ui c¨v‡K‡Ui Av`‡j is Kiv 

n‡q‡Q| AbymÜv‡b Rvbv hvq, wbw`©ó eª¨v‡Ûi wmMv‡iU wewµi 

jÿ¨gvÎv wba©vi‡Yi wecix‡Z ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb Gme †`vKvb 

mvwR‡q †`q| Avi Gfv‡eB Kvjvi eª¨vwÛs‡qi gva¨‡g P‡j 

ZvgvKc‡Y¨i weÁvcb-cÖPviYv| A_P AvBb Abyhvqx Zvgv‡Ki 

e¨envi cÖea©‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ †h †Kvb ai‡bi evwYwR¨K Kvh©µg 

cy‡ivcywi wbwl× I kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva| 
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section 1 (f), production, sale or distribution of 
products similar to tobacco product packets or 
containers is completely banned and punishable 
offence. 

Attractive prize against empty packs 

Some posters are found in remote rural areas in the 
present days with the slogan, “Submit empty packs 
and get rewards”. The posters contain details of the 
prize- how many packets will be needed to be 

rewarded (like how many empty packets will be 
needed to have mug, bucket, umbrella or mobile 
phone etc.). Recently, a poster on Briton, a Dhaka 
Tobacco brand, is found across the markets. 
Following the tobacco control law, Section 5, 
sub-section 1 (c), rewarding to promote tobacco use 
is completely banned and punishable offence. 

Colorful shop resembling cigarette pack 

Some of the stores have been decorated like the 
color of a specific cigarette in different parts of 
Dhaka city which is known as color branding. A 
distant view of the stores helps to identify that the 
store is resembled to any specific cigarette brand. It 
is known that the stores are decorated in exchange of 
filling up any specific sales target for the stores. By 
this way, advertisement for tobacco products go on 
with this color branding whereas all sorts of 
commercial activities for increasing tobacco use is 
completely banned and punishable offence. 

Attractive prizes for sellers 

Tobacco companies provide some attractive prizes 
to the sellers if they can reach the specific selling 
targets. The prizes contain wrist watch labelled with 
cigarette packet, wall clock, mobile phone, radio, 
desk calendar, lighter, T-shirt and many other 
attractive prizes. The prizes are awarded based on 
filling up the targets set by the tobacco company



 we‡µZv‡`i AvKl©Yxq cyi¯‹vi cÖ`vb

ZvgvKRvZ cY¨ wewµi jÿgvÎv c~i‡Y ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv 

†`ke¨vcx we‡µZv‡`i‡K AvKl©Yxq me cyi¯‹vi cÖ`vb K‡i 

_v‡K| wmMv‡i‡Ui c¨v‡K‡Ui †j‡fj hy³ nvZ Nwo, †`qvj 

Nwo, †gvevBj †dvb, †iwWI, †W¯‹ K¨v‡jÛvi, jvBUvi, 

†MwÄmn n‡iKiKg cY¨ mvgMÖx cyi¯‹vi wn‡m‡e †`Iqv nq | 

†Kv¤úvwbi †e‡a †`Iqv weµq jÿgvÎv c~iY mv‡c‡ÿ 

we‡µZv‡`i‡K Gme AvKl©Yxq cyi¯‹vi †`Iqv n‡q _v‡K hv 

AvBb Abyhvqx wbwl× I kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva|

wmMv‡iU wewµi ev· mieivn

Gai‡bi ev· mieivn K‡i Ges we‡µZv‡`i wbw`©ó eª¨v‡Ûi 

wmMv‡iU wewµ‡Z eva¨ K‡i| Gfv‡eB iwOb ev· cÖ`k©‡bi 

gva¨‡g †`ke¨vcx ZvgvKc‡Y¨i weÁvcb Pvwj‡q hv‡”Q 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv hv m¤ú~Y©fv‡e †eAvBwb| 

bvUK, wm‡bgv, cÖvgvY¨wP‡Î a~gcv‡bi `„k¨ cÖ`k©b

wmMv‡i‡U c¨v‡K‡Ui  Av`‡j 

ZvgvKcY¨ wewµi ev· ˆZix 

K‡i mieivn Ki‡Q ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv| AbymÜv‡b 

†`Lv †M‡Q, ivRavbx XvKvmn 

mviv‡`‡k my`„k¨ Gme ev· ev 

Wvjv Qwo‡q †`Iqv n‡q‡Q| 

we‡µZv‡`i Z_¨g‡Z, ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb webvg~‡j¨ Gme ev· 

mieivn K‡i| †`wk-we‡`wk 

me ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbB Zv‡`i 

Drcvw`Z wmMv‡iU wewµi k‡Z©
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which is banned after the law and a punishable 
offence as well. 

Distributing cigarette selling boxes 

boxes, the tobacco companies are advertising for 
their products which is completely illegal. 

Smoking scene on drama, cinema, documentary 

Tobacco companies are 
distributing cigarette selling 
boxes resembling the cigarette 
packets. Investigations have 
found that such boxes or trays 
have been distributed across the 
country including Dhaka. The 
sellers informed that the boxes 
are provided by the tobacco 
companies. They supply the 
boxes with the condition to sell 
only their respective brands and 
compel them to sell the specific 
brands alone. By this colorful

B‡jKUªwbK wgwWqvq cÖPvwiZ 

bvUK, wm‡bgv, cÖvgvY¨wP‡Î 

Anin ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ 

e¨env‡ii `„k¨ †`Lv‡bv 

n‡”Q| Gme †`‡L DØy× n‡”Q 

†`‡ki ZiæY cÖRb¥| GKwU 

wUwf bvU‡K Ôgvj©‡ev‡ivÕ 

†jLv R¨v‡KU c‡i Awfb‡qi 

bv‡g Awf‡bZv‡K wmMv‡i‡Ui 

weÁvcb Ki‡Z †`Lv †M‡Q| 

evsjv‡`‡ki wUwf bvU‡K 

a~gcvb wb‡q GK M‡elYv 

cÖwZ‡e`‡b †`Lv hvq, †Uwjwfkb †iwUs c‡q›U ev wUAviwci 

wfwË‡Z wbe©vwPZ cÖ_g QqwU †emiKvwi †Uwjwfkb P¨v‡b‡j 

cÖPvwiZ GK mßv‡ni (17-23 RyjvB, 2015) 76 wU bvU‡Ki 

g‡a¨ 10wU bvU‡KB a~gcv‡bi `„k¨ †`Lv‡bv n‡q‡Q| GB 10wU 

bvU‡K †gvU 52 evi a~gcv‡bi `„k¨ †`Lv‡bv n‡q‡Q| Gi g‡a¨ 

†Kej GKwU bvU‡KB †`Lv‡bv n‡q‡Q 30 evi|
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 AvB‡bi 5 

bs avivi Dcaviv 1 Gi ̀ dv (O) Abyhvqx evsjv‡`‡k cÖ¯‘ZK…Z 

ev jf¨ I cÖPvwiZ, we‡`‡k cÖ¯‘ZK…Z †Kvb wm‡bgv, bvUK ev 

cÖvgvY¨wP‡Î ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ e¨env‡ii `„k¨ †Uwjwfkb, 

†iwWI, B›Uvi‡bU, gÂ Abyôvb ev Ab¨ †Kvb MYgva¨‡g cÖPvi, 

cÖ`k©b ev eY©bv Kiv wbwl× I kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva|

Drama, cinema and 
documentaries on 
electronic media 
frequently show the 
smoking scenes which 
is inspiring the youths 
of the country to smoke. 
An actor is playing his 
role on a television 
drama wearing a jacket 
titled Marlboro which is 
an advertisement for the 
brand. A study on 

smoking scenes on television shows that 10 of 76 
dramas, aired in a week (17-23 July, 2015) has 
shown smoking scenes on leading six private 
television channels based on Television Rating Point 
(TRP). The 10 dramas have 52 scenes with  smoking 
and among them, only a single drama shown such 
scene for 30 times65. After the Section 5, Sub-section 
1 (e) of the tobacco control law, exhibition of the 
scenes of using tobacco products on drama, cinema 
or documentary on television, radio, internet, or 
stage, either produced or made in Bangladesh or 
abroad is banned and punishable offence.



mvgvwRK `vqe×Zvi bv‡g †Kv¤úvwbi cÖPviYv

mvgvwRK `vqe×Zv Kg©m~wPi bv‡g ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv g~jZ 

Zv‡`i bvg, mvBb, BZ¨vw` cÖPvi K‡i _v‡K| †mŠi we`y¨r 

cÖKí, weï× cvwbi cø¨v›U ¯’vcb, e„ÿ‡ivcY, wkÿv e„wË, 

cwi‡ek evÜe Pzjv mieivn, wPwKrmv †mev cÖ`vb, cÖwkÿY 

cÖf…wZ Gme Kg©m~wPi g‡a¨ D‡jøL‡hvM¨| mgv‡R fv‡jv B‡gR 

ˆZwi, bxwZwba©viK‡`i  cÖfvweZ K‡i myweav Av`vq, ZvgvKPvl 

e„w× cÖf…wZ Zv‡`i Avmj D‡Ïk¨| weGwUweÕi evwl©K 

cÖwZ‡e`‡bi Z_¨g‡Z
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, MZ 2013 mv‡j wmGmAvi Lv‡Z 31 

†KvwU 69 jvL UvKviI †ewk LiP Ki‡Q cÖwZôvbwU| Av‡Mi 

eQi cÖwZôvbwU GLv‡Z AviI †ewk LiP K‡iwQj hvi cwigvY 

wQj cÖvq 39 †KvwU 86 jvL UvKv| AvB‡bi 5 bs avivi 

Dcaviv 3 Abyhvqx ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ Drcv`bKvix cÖwZôv‡bi 

bvg, mvBb, †UªWgvK©, cÖZxK e¨envi K‡i mvgvwRK `vqe×Zv 

Kg©m~wP cwiPvjbv Ki‡Z cv‡ibv| 

ÔRe †dqviÕ Gi bv‡g wmMv‡i‡Ui cÖPviYv

48

ZvgvK bv †UKmB Dbœqb TOBACCO OR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Company advertisement in guise of CSR 

Basically tobacco companies promote their name 
and sign in the name of corporate social 
responsibility activities (CSR). The notable 
activities are solar plan project, pure water plant, tree 
plantation, eco-friendly oven, medial facilities etc. 
The key aim of the activities is to create a positive 
image on the society and influence the policymakers. 
Based on BATB’s annual report66, in 2013 it had 
spent over TK 31.69 crores for CSR activities. In the 
previous year, it had spent more which is worth 
around Tk 39.86 crores. Based on the Section 5, 
Sub-section 3 of the law, tobacco companies cannot 
use their organizational name, sign, trademark and 
symbol to run its social responsibility activities. 

Cigarette ads in guise of job fair 

BATB’s afforestation program `Banayan’

ZiæY cÖRb¥‡K a~gcv‡b AvK…ó Ki‡Z †`‡ki bvgKiv K‡qKwU 

wek¦we`¨vj‡q ÔRe †dqviÕ Gi †gvo‡K †Kv¤úvwbi †jv‡Mv 

m¤^wjZ my`„k¨ †ní †W¯‹ I ey_ ¯’vcb K‡i g~jZ wmMv‡i‡Ui 

cÖPviYv Pvjv‡bv n‡q‡Q| gvwëb¨vkbvj †Kv¤úvwb wdwjc gwim 

evsjv‡`‡k Zv‡`i bZzb eª¨vÛ Ôgvj©‡ev‡iv 

†MvìÕ evRviRvZKi‡Y GB K~U‡KŠk‡ji 

AvkÖq †bq|
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 ivRavbxi BDbvB‡UW 

B›Uvib¨vkbvj BDwbf©vwmwU 

(BDAvBBD), BDwbf©vwmwU Ae wjev‡ij 

AvU©m evsjv‡`k (BDj¨ve), B÷ I‡q÷ 

BDwbf©vwmwU (BWweøDBD) I Av‡gwiKvb 

B›Uvib¨vkbvj BDwbf©vwmwU‡Z 

(GAvBBD) ÔRe †dqv‡iiÕ †gvo‡K 

ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv Pvjvq †Kv¤úvwbwU| 

AbymÜv‡b Rvbv †M‡Q, ch©vqµ‡g 

ivRavbx XvKvi mKj †emiKvwi 

wek¦we`¨vj‡q Re †dqv‡ii cwiKíbv 

Av‡Q Zv‡`i, hv m¤ú~Y© †eAvBwb| 

To attract the youths in smoking, basically 
advertisement of tobacco products has been done in 
some reputed private universities in the name of ‘job 
fair’, where they installed decorative help desk and 

booths. Multinational tobacco 
company, Phillip Morris International 
(PMI) applied this ill trick to market its 
new brand Marlboro Gold in 
Bangladesh67. Private universities like 
United International University (UIU), 
University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh 
(ULAB), East West University (EWU) 
and American International University 
(AIU) were used for this promotion. 
Investigations have found that they 
have planned for the job fair in almost 
all the other universities which is 
completely illegal. 



nvmcvZv‡ji I‡qemvB‡U ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi cÖPviYv

wPwKrmv †mev`vbKvix cÖwZôvb‡KI  ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi cÖPviYv 

Pvjv‡Z †`Lv †M‡Q| ivRavbxi gnvLvjx‡Z Aew¯’Z Av‡qkv 

†g‡gvwiqvj †¯úkvjvBRW nvmcvZv‡ji weiæ‡× G Awf‡hv‡Mi 

mZ¨Zv cvIqv hvq| †emiKvwi GB nvmcvZvjwU I‡qemvB‡Ui 

gva¨‡g  weGwUweÕi cÖZxK/†jv‡Mv cÖ`k©b ev cÖPviYv Pvjv‡j 

GmsµvšÍ Lei mvgvwRK †hvMv‡hvM gva¨g I cÎcwÎKvq 

cÖKvwkZ nq|
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 weiƒc mgv‡jvPbvi gy‡L Ae‡k‡l G cÖPviYv 

†_‡K m‡i Avm‡Z eva¨ nq nvmcvZvj KZ©…c¶|

KbmvU© I mvs¯‹…wZK Abyôv‡bi bv‡g Zvgv‡Ki cÖPviYv

Kbmv‡U©i gva¨‡g wek¦we`¨vjq co–qv ZiæY-ZiæYx‡`i gv‡S 

ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi GKwU ¯^xK…Z †KŠkj| 

weGwUweÕi bZzb eª¨vÛ Ô†ebmb GÛ †n‡RR dvBb KvUÕ Ges 

wdwjc gwi‡mi bZzb eª¨vÛ Ôgvj©‡ev‡iv †MvìÕ Gi 

evRviRvZKi‡Yi Ask wn‡m‡e Gai‡bi KbmvU© Av‡qvRb Ki‡Z 

†`Lv †M‡Q| XvKvi Pxb ˆgÎx m‡¤§jb †K‡›`ª weGwUwe Ges 

wdwjc gwim igbv BwÄwbqvm© Bbw÷wUD‡U (jvBf-2 iK wmwU 

KbmvU©) KbmvU© Av‡qvRb K‡i|

69,70

 AvBb j•Nb K‡i KbmvU© 

Av‡qvRb Kivq cÎcwÎKv I mvgvwRK †hvMv‡hvM gva¨‡g 

mgv‡jvPbvi gy‡L KZ…©cÿ KbmvU© `ywU ¯’wMZ Ki‡Z eva¨ nq| 

Ab¨w`‡K AvwKR MÖæc ZiæY‡`i ZvgvKc‡Y¨ AvK…ó Ki‡Z  

evsjv‡`‡ki K‡qKwU †Rjvq mvs¯‹…wZK Abyôvb Av‡qvR‡bi 

D‡`¨vM †bq| Z‡e Abyôv‡bi Avov‡j ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYvi 

welqwU cÖKvk †c‡j †ek wKQz Abyôvb ¯’vbxq cÖkvmb eÜ K‡i 

†`q Ges Zv‡`i Rwigvbv K‡i|

71

 we`¨gvb AvB‡bi 5 bs 

avivi Dcaviv 1 Gi `dv (M) Abyhvqx ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i 

weÁvcb cÖPvi ev Dnvi e¨envi DrmvwnZ Kwievi D‡Ï‡k¨ 

†Kvb Abyôv‡bi Av‡qvRb ev e¨qfvi enb m¤ú~Y© †eAvBwb I 

kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva|

e¨vUj Ae gvBÛ cÖwZ‡hvwMZvi bv‡g ZiæY-ZiæYx‡`i gv‡S 
Zvgv‡Ki cÖPviYv

wW‡m¤^i 2015 G XvKvi †nv‡Uj †iwWm‡b †`‡ki kxl© 18wU 

wek¦we`¨vj‡qi wk¶v_©x‡`i wb‡q weªwUk Av‡gwiKvb †Uve¨v‡Kv 

evsjv‡`k (weGwUwe) Ôe¨vUj Ae gvBÛ 2015Õ

72

 Gi MÖ¨vÛ 

wdbv‡j Av‡qvRb K‡i| cÖwZ‡hvwMZvq wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ 

DrmvwnZ Kivi Ask wn‡m‡e Zvi Av‡Mi K‡qK gvm †`‡ki 

wewfbœ wek¦we`¨vj‡qi K¨v¤úv‡m wM‡q Ô†ivW‡kvÕ K‡i‡Q 

weGwUwe| ZiæY cÖRb¥ i¶v‡_© ZvgvK we‡ivaxiv GB A‰ea 

Abyôvb e‡Üi ̀ vwe Rvwb‡q mswkøó KZ©…c‡ÿi wbKU wPwV w`‡jI 

†kl ch©šÍ Zv eÜ Kiv m¤¢eci nqwb| eªvÛ cÖ‡gvkb, ZiæY
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Tobacco company ad on hospital website 

Tobacco companies are also conducting their 
advertisements on hospital websites and the 
allegation was proved as the evidence was found on 
the website of Ayesha Memorial Specialized 
Hospital, in Mokhali, Dhaka. This private hospital 
used the logo of BATB which was published on mass 
media and social networking sites68. Experiencing 
negative remarks, the hospital authority finally 
removed the advertisement from its website.

Tobacco ads masked with concert and cultural events     

Advertising tobacco products among the university 
youths through concerts is a popular technique of 
tobacco industry. Such concerts have been organized 
for Fine Cut, a new brand for Benson & Hedges and 

Marlboro Gold- a PMI brand. BATB organized the 
show at the Bangabandhu International Conference 
Center and PMI organized Live -2 Rock City 
Concert at Ramna Engineers’ Institute69,70. The 
organizing authorities had to defer both the concerts 
after the criticisms on newspapers and social 
networking sites. On the other side, Akij Group took 
initiative to popularize its tobacco products among 
the youths in several districts. But when the issue of 
tobacco products’ advertisement was exposed, the 
local authority annulled the event and fined them71. 
The section 5, Sub-section 1 (c) of the law has 
declared any events or sponsoring events to 
advertise or promote tobacco and its usages is 
completely illegal and punishable offence.

Tobacco ads by Battle of Mind 

BATB organized the grand finale of ‘Battle of Mind 
2015’72  at hotel Radisson with the participation of 
students from top 18 universities in Dhaka. To 
inspire on registering with the campaign, BATB has 
arranged for Roadshows in different university 
campuses. Though the anti-tobacco activists issued 
letter demanding the closure of this event to protect 
the youths, those attempts were in vain. The 
death-marketing competition is annually held to



cÖRb¥‡K a~gcv‡b AvK…ó Kiv Ges bxwZcÖ‡YZv‡`i cÖfvweZ 

Ki‡ZB cÖwZeQi GB g„Zz¨wecYb cÖwZ‡hvwMZv Av‡qvRb K‡i 

weGwUwe| D‡jøL¨, MZ 12 eQ‡i (2004-2015) weGwUwe 

Kg©ms¯’v‡bi bv‡g cÖvq 18 nvRvi cÖwZ‡hvMxi g‡a¨ gvÎ 100 

Rb‡K PvKzwi w`‡q‡Q| Z‡e G msµvšÍ cÖPvi-cÖPviYv I 

Abyôvb Av‡qvR‡b e¨q K‡i‡Q †KvwU †KvwU UvKv| A_P, †`‡k 

we`¨gvb AvBb Abymv‡i ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb G ai‡bi 

cÖwZ‡hvwMZv Av‡qvRb I c…ô‡cvlKZv cÖ`vb Ki‡Z cv‡i bv| 

RbmgvMg¯’‡j Zvgv‡Ki cÖPviYv

ZvgvK c‡Y¨i cÖPv‡i †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv GLb wbZ¨bZzb †KŠkj 

MÖnY Ki‡Q| †gwim wmMv‡i‡Ui Av`‡j ˆZwi QvZv gv_vq w`‡q 

cÖPvi I weµq cÖmv‡ii Kv‡R AvvMÖvmxfv‡e gv‡V †b‡g‡Q Aveyj 

Lv‡qi †Uve¨v‡Kv †Kv¤úvwb| bvbv ai‡bi Dcnvi mvgMÖx nv‡Z 

wb‡q weµqKg©xiv `je×fv‡e nvU-evRvimn wewfbœ RbmgvMg 

¯’‡j wmMv‡iU wewµ Ki‡Q| †µZv‡`i DrmvwnZ Ki‡Z 

webvg~‡j¨ wmMv‡iU weZiY, Lvwj c¨v‡KU Rgvi wecix‡Z 

Dcnvi mvgMªx cÖ`vbmn bvbv ai‡bi AvBb we‡ivax Kvh©µg 

cwiPvjbv Ki‡Q Zviv| D‡jøL¨, AvBb Abyhvqx Gai‡bi 

Kv‡Ri Rb¨ Ab~aŸ© wZb gvm webvkÖg Kviv`Ð ev AbwaK GK 

j¶ UvKv A_©`Ð ev Dfq`‡Ð `Ðbxq Ges wØZxqevi ev cybt 

cybt GKB ai‡bi Aciva msNUb Ki‡j ch©vqµwgKfv‡e D³ 

`‡Ði w`¸Y nv‡i `Ðbxq Kivi weavb Av‡Q| 

Rbm‡PZbZvi bv‡g ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv 

ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPvi-cÖPviYv e‡Ü GLb K‡Vvi AvBb i‡q‡Q| 

Ab¨w`‡K, AvBb j•Nb K‡i ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv  Pvjv‡Z 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv wbZ¨bZzb †KŠkj Aej¤^b Ki‡Q| 

Rbm‡PZbZvi bv‡g Pj‡Q ZvgvKc‡Y¨i RgRgvU cÖPviYv| 

AvwKR wewoi weµq cÖwZwbwaiv wewfbœ ¯’v‡b `je× n‡q AvwKR 

wewo wK‡b cyi¯‹vi †RZvi cÖPviYv Pvjv‡bvi mgq ÔAvcbvi 

wkï‡K ¯‹z‡j cvVvb, Rb¯^v‡_©- AvwKR wKs, AvwKR wewo d¨v±wi 

wj:Õ, ÔMvQ jvMvb cwi‡ek evuPvb, Rb¯^v‡_©- AvwKR wKs, AvwKR 

wewo d¨v±wi wj:Õ Gai‡bi e¨vbvi Szwj‡q iv‡L| wewoi cÖPviYv 

bq eis Rbm‡PZbZv ˆZwi Zv‡`i D‡Ïk¨, GwUB Zv‡`i g~j 

e³e¨|
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 Gfv‡eB ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv cÖwZwbqZ AvBb dvuwK 

w`‡q c‡Y¨i cÖPvi-cÖPviYv Pvwj‡q hv‡”Q, ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb 

Abyhvqx hv kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva|  
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promote brands, inspire the youths in to smoking and 
influencing the policymakers. It is important to 
mention that BATB has secured job for only 100 
candidates in the last 12 years (between 2004 - 2015) 
among the 18,000 applicants by organizing the 
completion whereas they have spent funds worth crores 
to promote the events. But following the law, tobacco 
companies cannot organize or patron such events. 

Tobacco ads in public places 

Tobacco companies are adopting various ill tactics 
to advertise their products. Recently Abul Khair 
tobacco company has started its aggressive 
marketing to promote Marise cigarette using 
umbrella that resembling Marise brand. Sales 
representatives are selling the brand with different 
gift items for the consumers in markets and other 
public places. To inspire the consumers, they 
provide gifts against empty packets and other illegal 

activities. However, for such offences, the existing 
law orders a penalty for term of simple imprisonment 
not exceeding three months or a monetary fine which 
may extend to Tk 100,000 or both and the penalties 
will be doubled if the crimes are committed again. 

Tobacco ads guised in public awareness 

There is a strict law to ban tobacco advertisement 
and promotion but on the other side, the tobacco 
companies are adopting different tricky measures to 
promote their products. A strong publicity is going 
on in the name of public awareness. Sales 
representatives of Akij Bidi, advertise for their bidi 
to win prizes and by the same time they hang some 
banners for public awareness like – Send your kids 
to school, plant trees and save environment etc. with 
the courtesy of Akij King, Akij Bidi Factory Ltd. 
They opine that they do not want to publicize the 
bidi rather want to create public awareness73. 
Tobacco companies are advertising their products by 
such manners which are punishable offence after the 
tobacco control law. 

Send your kids to school, with the courtesy of Akij King, Akij 
Bidi Factory Ltd.



mxwgZ AvKv‡i n‡jI mviv‡`‡k ms‡kvwaZ ZvgvK wbqš¿Y 

AvB‡bi ev¯Íevqb ïiæ n‡q‡Q, hv AZ¨šÍ Avkve¨ÄK| 

weÁvcb-cÖPviYv e‡Ü XvKvmn †`‡ki wKQz wKQz AÂ‡j ¯’vbxq 

KZ…©c‡ÿi D‡`¨v‡M †gvevBj †KvU© cwiPvwjZ n‡Z †`Lv 

hv‡”Q| AvBb ev¯ÍevqbKvix KZ…©cÿI (g¨vwR‡÷ªUmn Ab¨vb¨ 

ÔKZ…©Z¡cÖvß Kg©KZ©vÕiv) †`ke¨vcx A‰ea ZvgvKc‡Y¨i 

weÁvcb AcmviY, †ÿÎ we‡k‡l weÁvc‡b Kv‡jv Kvwj 

†jcbmn AvBb j•NbKvix e¨w³ ev cÖwZôvb‡K Rwigvbv Ki‡Q 

Ges Gm‡e mveavb n‡q A‡b‡KB †m”Qvq Zv‡`i weÁvc‡bi 

DcKiY mwi‡q †dj‡Q| Z‡e †Kvb †Kvb cÖwZôvb GZUvB 

†ec‡ivqv (we‡kl K‡i mycvi †÷vi¸‡jv) †h cÖ_g `dv 

Rwigvbv m‡Ë¡I cybivq AvBb j•Nb I Rwigvbv ¸b‡Z †`Lv 

†M‡Q| GQvov †`‡ki wewfbœ AÂ‡j †ekwKQz †Rjv I Dc‡Rjv 

ch©v‡q Uv¯‹‡dvm© KwgwUi mfv †gvUvgywU wbqwgZfv‡eB AbywôZ 

n‡”Q| †bIqv n‡”Q ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb ev¯Íevqb I Zvgv‡Ki 

ÿwZKi  w`K Zz‡j a‡i Rbm‡PZbZv e„w×‡Z bvbv D‡`¨vM| 

Z‡e †`‡ki wecyj Rb‡Mvôxi gv‡S AvBbwUi ev¯Íevqb wbwðZ 

Kiv mnR KvR bq| ms‡kvwaZ AvBb I wewagvjvi aviv¸‡jv 

we‡klZ ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i weÁvcb-cÖPviYv wbwl× I 

c„ô‡cvlKZv wbqš¿Y msµvšÍ weavb¸‡jv GLbI RbM‡Yi g‡a¨ 

†Zgb cwiwPZ n‡q I‡Vwb| AvB‡bi Ab¨vb¨ weavb †hgb: 

cy‡iv‡bv wm‡bgvi †ÿ‡Î a~gcv‡bi `„k¨ cÖ`k©‡bi wbqgvejx, 

ZvgvKRvZ c‡Y¨i c¨v‡K‡Ui Mv‡q Qwemn mZK©evYx Pvjy, 

ÒcvewjK †cømÓ I ÒcvewjK cwien‡bÓ a~gcvbgy³ cwi‡ek 

wbwðZKi‡Y KZ…©c‡ÿi `vq`vwqZ¡, a~gcv‡bi  Rb¨ wbw`©ó Kÿ 

ev Ô†¯§vwKs †RvbÕ ivLvi †ÿ‡Î KZ…©c‡ÿi Aek¨ cvjbxq 

kZ©vejx, AvBb ev¯Íevq‡b `vwqZ¡cÖvß ÔKZ…©Z¡cÖvß Kg©KZ©vÕ 

Ges Zv‡`i `vq`vwqZ¡ , AvBb Agv‡b¨ kvw¯Í  BZ¨vw` 

welq¸‡jv GL‡bv Kv¸‡RB i‡q †M‡Q| GKBfv‡e 

mZK©Zvg~jK †bvwU‡k Òa~gcvb nB‡Z weiZ _vKzb, Bnv 

kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ AcivaÓ Ges 18 eQ‡ii Kg eqmx KviI Kv‡Q ev 

Øviv ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ weµq wbwl× cÖf…wZ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© aviv¸‡jv 

RbM‡Yi gv‡S AewnZKiY I ev¯Íevq‡b D‡jøL‡hvM¨ †Kvb 

AMÖMwZ †bB ej‡jB P‡j| 
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The implementation of the amended tobacco control 
law has been started in the country to a small extent 
at least which is hopeful. Mobile courts are on to stop 
tobacco advertisements in Dhaka and other parts of 
the country and the law enforcing authorities 
(magistrate and other authorized officials) are 
removing the nationwide tobacco advertisements, 
coating the advertisements with inks and fining the 
individuals or organizations who are violating the 
law. Being aware of the issues, many of them are 
removing the tobacco adverts. But some of the 
organizations are so reckless (particularly the 
superstores) that they have been fined twice for 
violating the law. Besides, the district and sub district 
level meeting of taskforce committees are being held 
regularly and different attempts and campaigns are 
being taken to implement the tobacco control law 
and raise awareness on detrimental use of tobacco. 
But this is difficult to impellent the law among the 
huge population of the country. Some of the sections 
of the amended law regarding prohibition of 
advertisement and promotion of tobacco products 
and control of sponsorship have not been popularized 
among the people. Some other provisions like 
anti-smoking warning for older cinemas, initiating 
pictorial warning on tobacco packets, responsibilities 
of authority in ensuring smoking-free environment in 
public place and public transports, the 
responsibilities of authority on keeping designated 
smoking zone, the authorized officials for 
implementing the law and their responsibilities, 
penalties for law violation etc. have remained in 
black and white only. Besides, there are no notable 
advancements on popularizing the important sections 
like anti-smoking signage – Abstain from smoking, it 
is a punishable offence, selling of tobacco products 
to or by minors (age under 18) etc. 

Overall tobacco control law implementation   
progress

ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb ev¯Íevq‡bi mvwe©K AMÖMwZ

Photo Source: http://bdnews24.com



ZvgvKc‡Y¨i weÁvcb-cÖPviYv eÜ I c„ô‡cvlKZv wbqš¿‡Y 

eZ©gvb ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBbwU h‡_ó kw³kvjx| mwVKfv‡e 

ev¯ÍevwqZ n‡j AvBbwUi gva¨‡g ZvgvKc‡Y¨i 

weÁvcb-cÖPviYv I c„ô‡cvlKZv ax‡i ax‡i K‡g Avm‡e| 

Ab¨w`‡K ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jvI Zv‡`i c‡Y¨i evRvi a‡i 

ivL‡Z bZzb bZzb †KŠkj D™¢veb Ki‡e, hv we`¨gvb AvBb 

Øviv wbqš¿Y Kiv m¤¢e n‡e bv| GgZve¯’vq `ywU KiYxq 

mycvwik Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i, cÖ_gZ: †`ke¨vcx ZvgvKc‡Y¨i 

A‰ea cÖPvi-cÖPviYv e‡Ü we`¨gvb AvB‡bi myôy ev¯Íevqb Ges 

wØZxqZ: Zvgv‡Ki e¨envi cÖea©‡bi D‡Ï‡k¨ ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbi †h †Kvb ai‡bi evwYwR¨K Kvh©µg wbqš¿‡Y 

AvšÍR©vwZK Pzw³ GdwmwUwmÕi AvwU©‡Kj 5.3 Gi MvBWjvB‡bi 

Av‡jv‡K ivóª h‡š¿i ¯^ ¯^ Awa‡ÿ‡Î wewa-weavb cÖYqb I Zvi 

ev¯Íevqb| 

GQvovI wb¤œwjwLZ mycvwik¸‡jv miKv‡ii mswkøó gš¿Yvjq 

Avg‡j wb‡j ZvgvKc‡Y¨i weÁvcb-cÖPviYv eÜ Ges Zvgv‡Ki 

e¨envi cÖea©‡b ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi evwYwR¨K Kvh©µg wbqš¿Y 

Avbv m¤¢e n‡Z cv‡i:

ms‡kvwaZ AvB‡bi bZzb aviv¸‡jv we‡klZ weÁvcb-cÖPviYv 

wbwl× msµvšÍ aviv¸‡jv Rbmvavi‡Yi gv‡S e¨vcKfv‡e 

cÖPv‡ii D‡`¨vM wb‡Z cv‡i ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq| GKBmv‡_ AvBb 

ev¯Íevq‡bi mv‡_ mswkøó e¨w³ ev ÔKZ…©Z¡cÖvß Kg©KZ©vÕ‡`i G 

wel‡q cÖwkÿY cÖ`v‡bi D‡`¨vM wb‡Z cv‡i ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq, hv 

AvBb ev¯Íevqb‡K Z¡ivwš^Z Ki‡e|  

we`¨gvb AvB‡bi ev¯Íevqb Kvh©µ‡g MwZkxjZv Avbq‡b 

mswkøó gš¿Yvjq †hgb: ¯^ivóª gš¿Yvjq, Z_¨ gš¿Yvjq, AvBb 

gš¿Yvjq, I ¯’vbxq miKvi Ges cjøx Dbœqb I mgevq 

gš¿Yvjq Gi mv‡_ AvBb ev¯Íevq‡bi AMÖMwZ wel‡q 

ÔAvšÍ-gš¿Yvjq mfvÕ Ki‡Z cv‡i ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq|  

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi mvgvwRK `vqe×Zvg~jK Kvh©µg 

bRi`vwii AvIZvq G‡b mswkøó ms¯’v¸‡jv‡K wb‡`©kbv w`‡Z 

cv‡i mgvRKj¨vY gš¿Yvjq, A_© gš¿Yvjq, wkí gš¿Yvjq Ges 

evwYR¨ gš¿Yvjq|

Rb¯^v¯’¨ mevi Dc‡i- G wbLv` mZ¨ Dcjwä K‡i 

miKvi‡K ZvgvK wbqš¿Y Kg©KvÐ ev¯Íevq‡b D‡`¨vMx n‡Z 

n‡e| AvMvgx cÖRb¥‡K Zvgv‡Ki †Qvej †_‡K iÿv Ki‡ZB 

G cÖ‡Póv Ae¨vnZ ivL‡Z n‡e| cvkvcvwk ZvgvKRwbZ G 

wekvj ÿqÿwZ I g„Zz¨ †gvKv‡ejvi `vqfvi †Kej 

miKv‡ii GKvi Dci Qvo‡j Pj‡e bv, †emiKvwi msMVb, 

bvMwiK mgvR, MYgva¨gmn mKj‡K G wel‡q †mv”Pvi 

f~wgKv cvjb K‡i †h‡Z n‡e| 
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The current law is strong enough to stop tobacco 
products’ advertisement and promotion and control 
sponsorship. If the law is implemented effectively, 
such ill activities of tobacco industry will be reduced 
gradually. However, the tobacco industries will also 
innovate new tactics to sustain their business which 
might not be controlled by the existing law. In such 
case, two recommendations could be placed, firstly: 
the effective implementation of the existing law to 
stop nationwide illegal advertisement and promotion 
of tobacco products, and secondly: respective state 
machinery will formulate and implement policies as 
per the FCTC article 5.3 guideline to control 
commercial interest of tobacco company. 

Besides, if the government considers the following 
recommendations, it would turn beneficial to stop 
tobacco advertisement and promotion and would 
useful to control commercial activities of tobacco 
industry to promote tobacco use:

The health ministry could attempt to popularize the 
sections of the amended tobacco control law 
banning tobacco advertisements and promotions. 
Simultaneously, it could train up the relevant person 
with the law implementation or authorized officials 
to implement the law which will accelerate the law 
implementation.

The Health Ministry can hold inter-Ministry 
meeting like meeting with the Home, Information, 
Law and LGRD Ministries may prove effective in 
speeding up the implementation of the existing law.

Ministry for Social welfare, Finance, Commerce 
and Industry can provide instructions to the relevant 
organizations to monitor the CSR activities by the 
tobacco company. 

Public health is on top and the government has to 
move ahead to control the tobacco use realizing the 
importance. The attempts should be continued to 
prevent the future generation from the clutch of 
tobacco. Besides, the responsibility to reduce the 
losses and death prevention is not alone for the 
government, private organizations, civil society, mass 
media and relevant others should paly active roles here. 

m¤¢ve¨ KiYxq Suggestions

†klK_v Conclusion



ZvgvKPvl wbiærmvwnZKi‡Y ivóªxqfv‡e †Kvb bxwZgvjv †bB| 

wew”Qbœfv‡e wKQz wb‡`©kbv †hgb: evsjv‡`k e¨vsK KZ…©K 

ZvgvKPv‡l FY cÖ`vb eÜ msµvšÍ cÖÁvcb, ZvgvKPv‡l fZz©wK 

g~‡j¨i mvi e¨envi e‡Ü K…wlgš¿Yvj‡qi wb‡lavÁv Ges 

K…wlm¤úªmviY wefvM KZ…©K ZvgvKPvl wbiærmvwnZKi‡Y 

†QvU-Lv‡Uv wKQz D‡`¨vM cÖf…wZ _vK‡jI `ye©j Z`viwK Ges 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi kw³kvjx n¯Í‡ÿ‡ci Kvi‡Y Gme cÖ‡Póv 

†_‡K †Zgb †Kvb mydj cvIqv hv‡”Q bv| eis ZvgvKPvl 

µgea©gvb nv‡i †e‡oB Pj‡Q| Ab¨w`‡K ZvgvKPv‡li  

ÿqÿwZ Zz‡j a‡i MYgva¨g I ZvgvKwe‡ivax msMVb¸‡jv 

ZvgvKPvl wbiærmvwnZKi‡Y GKwU mvgwMÖK bxwZgvjv MÖnY I 

Zv Kvh©Kifv‡e ev¯Íevq‡bi Rb¨ `xN©w`b hver `vwe Rvwb‡q 

Avm‡jI KZ…©c‡ÿi Lye GKUv UbK bo‡Q bv| GwcÖj 2013 

†Z cvk nIqv ms‡kvwaZ ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡b ZvgvKPvl 

wbiærmvwnZKiY msµvšÍ GKwU aviv ms‡hvwRZ n‡jI 

bxwZgvjvi Afv‡e Zv ev¯Íevqb m¤¢e n‡”Q bv| D‡jøL¨, 

AvB‡bi 12 bs avivq ejv n‡q‡Q ÒZvgvKRvZ ̀ ªe¨ Drcv`b I 

Dnvi e¨envi µgvMZ wbiærmvwnZ Kwievi Rb¨ DØy×, Ges 

ZvgvKRvZ mvgMÖxi wkí ¯’vcb, ZvgvK RvZxq dmj Drcv`b 

I Pvl wbiærmvwnZ Kwievi j‡¶¨ miKvi cÖ‡qvRbxq bxwZgvjv 

cÖYqb Kwi‡Z cvwi‡eÓ| ZvgvKPvl †iv‡a †Kvb bxwZgvjv bv 

_vKvq weMZ K‡qK `k‡K AiwÿZ K„lK‡`i e¨envi K‡i 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv AvMÖvmxfv‡e ZvgvKPvl evwo‡q P‡j‡Q| 

Having no policy to regulate tobacco cultivation in 
Bangladesh, the minor office orders such as decision 
to stop loan facilities in tobacco farming by 
Bangladesh Bank, ban on using subsidized fertiliser 
in tobacco farming by the Agricultural Ministry and 
some other disjointed initiatives by the Department 
of Agriculture Expansion (DAE) etc. are almost of 
no use. Weak monitoring system and strong 
interferences by the tobacco companies is increasing 
tobacco farming shockingly in Bangladesh. On the 
other side, the anti-tobacco advocates and mass 
media have long been demanding overall policies 
discouraging tobacco farming by pointing out the 
damages caused by it. However, the respective 
authority appears to turn deaf ear to the claims. 
Although a section has been added on the amended 
tobacco control law that was passed in April 2013 to 
discourage tobacco farming, the Section cannot be 
implied for the want of necessary guidelines. It is 
notable that the Section 12 of the amended tobacco 
control law says, “The government shall make 
necessary guidelines to promote for discouragement 
of producing and using tobacco products, and
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Tobacco company aggression and ill tactics in tobacco farming in Bangladesh
evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvK Pvl m¤úªmvi‡Y ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi AvMÖvmb I K~U‡KŠkj

Introduction f~wgKv



miKv‡ii K…wl m¤úªmviY wefvMI A‡bKUv nvZ¸wU‡q e‡m  

i‡q‡Q, †hb Zv‡`i wKQz Kivi †bB| d‡j mviv †`‡k GB 

welv³ dm‡ji Avev` Avk¼vRbKfv‡e e„w× cv‡”Q| †MvUv 

A_©bxwZ we‡kl K‡i Lv`¨ wbivcËv, Rb¯^v¯’¨, ebRm¤ú`, 

cwi‡ek- cÖwZ‡ek, gvwUi ¯^v¯’¨ cÖf…wZ cwiw¯’wZi `ªæZ AebwZ 

NU‡Q|

evsjv‡`‡k M„n¯’vwj wfwËK ZvgvK Drcv`‡bi BwZnvm A‡bK 

cyi‡bv n‡jI †Kv¤úvwbi cÖ‡Yv`bvq evwYwR¨Kfv‡e ZvgvK 

Drcv`‡bi BwZnvm Lye †ewk cyi‡bv bq| evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvK 

wk‡íi hvwš¿KxKi‡Yi nvZ a‡iB µgvš^‡q evwYwR¨Kfv‡e 

ZvgvKPvl ïiæ| g~jZ 60 Gi `kK †_‡K ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jvi cÖZ¨ÿ I c‡ivÿ g`‡`B ZvgvKPv‡li 

m¤úªmviY ïiæ| cieZ©x K‡qK `kK ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi 

Ae¨vnZ AvMÖvm‡b ZvgvKPvl AvR‡Ki GB fqven Ae¯’vq 

G‡m †cuŠ‡Q‡Q|

K…wl m¤úªmviY Awa`ß‡ii (wWGB) m~Îvbyhvqx †`‡k 2014 

mv‡j 108,000 †n±i Rwg‡Z ZvgvK Pvl n‡q‡Q, Av‡Mi eQi 

A_©vr 2013 mv‡j hv wQj 70,000 †n±i|

74

 A_©vr GK 

eQ‡ii g‡a¨ 38,000 †n±i bZzb Rwg ZvgvK Pv‡l hy³ 

n‡q‡Q| Z‡e, ZvgvKPv‡li G cwimsL¨vb c~Y©v½ bq| †Kej 

ZvgvKPv‡li nU¯úU ev NvuwU¸‡jvq (Kzwóqv 40 nvRvi †n., 

ev›`ievb 28 nvRvi †n., jvjgwbinvU I bxjdvgvix 30 

nvRvi †n. Ges iscyi 10 nvRvi †n.) Avev`K…Z Rwg wb‡q GB 

wnmve ˆZwi Kiv n‡q‡Q|

75

 Avevw` Rwgi cwigvY wb‡qI 

i‡q‡Q weåvwšÍ, †ewkifvM †ÿ‡ÎB Kg †`Lv‡bv n‡q‡Q| 

Ab¨w`‡K gvwbKMÄ, Uv½vBj, dwi`cyi, bv‡Uvi (Pjbwej), 

bovBj, h‡kvi I cve©Z¨ †Rjvmn †ekwKQz GjvKvq 

D‡jøL‡hvM¨ cwigvY Rwg‡Z ZvgvKPvl n‡jI Zv D³ wnmv‡e 

hy³ Kiv nqwb| myZivs mviv †`‡k Qwo‡q wQwU‡q _vKv me 

Zvgv‡Ki Rwgi cwigvY mwVKfv‡e wn‡me Ki‡j Zv  1 jÿ 8 

discouragement to set up industry of tobacco and 
tobacco related products, discouragement of 
producing tobacco related produces and farming”. 
Since there is no tobacco cultivation regulating 
guidelines available, the tobacco companies have 
expanded tobacco plantations aggressively. The 
DAE has also been inactive with the stance that they 
have nothing to do in this case. Consequently, 
farming of the lethal crop has shockingly been 
expanded across the country. The entire economy, 
especially food security, public health, forest 
resources, ecology, environment, land fertility etc. is 
rapidly deteriorating.

Although the history of household level tobacco 
cultivation in Bangladesh is very old, but 
commercial tobacco farming with the inspiration of 
the tobacco companies is a recent phenomenon. 
Commercial production of tobacco products began 
gradually with the mechanizations of the tobacco 
industry. Basically tobacco expansion started from 
the 60s with direct and indirect motivations of the 
tobacco companies. It reaches to the current level 
due to the continuous aggression of the companies 
during the last couple of decades. 

Following the DAE, in the current season (2014) 
tobacco has been grown on 108,000 hectares of 
lands, whereas it was 70,000 hectares in the last 
season (2013)74. It indicates that extra 38,000 
hectares of lands have been used in the current 
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Recent Trends of Tobacco Cultivation

mv¤úªwZK ZvgvKPvl cwiw¯’wZ



nvRvi †n±i Gi A‡bK †ewk n‡e| Z‡e miKvwi ev †emiKvwi 

ch©v‡q  mwVK cwimsL¨vb bv _vKvq ZvgvK Pv‡li e¨vwß Ges 

µgea©gvbZv m¤ú©‡K mwVK aviYv Dc¯’vcb Kiv m¤¢e bq| 

MYgva¨‡g cÖKvwkZ LeivLei †_‡K hZUv Rvbv hvq, ¯’vbxq 

K…wlwefv‡Mi mv‡_ eo eo ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi mL¨fve _vKvq 

ZvgvKPv‡l e¨eüZ Rwgi cwigvY memgqB Kg †`Lv‡bvi 

cÖ‡Póv _v‡K| wKš‘ Z_¨ hZB Ach©vß †nvK bv †Kb A_ev 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb hZB AccÖ‡Póv PvjvK bv †Kb we`¨gvb 

Z_¨vbymv‡iB ZvgvKPvl e„w×i µgea©gvbZv ¯úó eySv hvq| 

weweGm (evsjv‡`k cwimsL¨vb ey¨‡iv) Gi Z_¨vbymv‡i 

2006-07 mv‡j †`‡k ZvgvK Pv‡li †gvU Rwg I Drcvw`Z 

Zvgv‡Ki cwigvY wQj h_vµ‡g 30,699.45 †n±i I 

39,180 †g. Ub Ges 2010-11 mv‡j Zv †e‡o `vuovq 

h_vµ‡g 48,867.41 †n±i I 79,234 †g. Ub|

76

 A_©vr 4 

eQ‡ii e¨eav‡b ZvgvK Pv‡li Rwg I Drcv`b DfqB †e‡o‡Q 

cÖvq wØ¸Y| Ges 2010-11 (48,867.41 †n., weweGm) 

mv‡ji Zzjbvq 2014 mv‡j (108,000 †n±i, wWGB) A_©vr 3 

eQ‡ii e¨eav‡b ZvgvK Pvl †e‡o‡Q wØ¸‡YiI †ewk| ZvQvov 

weMZ K‡qK eQi hveZ ZvgvK ißvwbi µgea©gvb cÖeYZvI 

¯úó e‡j †`q †`ke¨vcx ZvgvKPvl e¨vcK nv‡i evo‡Q| 

ißvwb Dbœqb ey¨‡ivÕi Z_¨vbyhvqx 2005-06 A_©eQ‡i ZvgvK 

†_‡K †gvU ißvwb Avq wQj gvÎ 70 jvL Wjvi|  A_P 

2013-14 A_©eQ‡i GB Avq 8 ¸Y †e‡o `vuwo‡q‡Q 5 †KvwU 

86 jvL Wjv‡i|

77

 ißvwb Avq e„w×i GB cwimsL¨vbB e‡j 

†`q evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvKPvl wK nv‡i evo‡Q!

tobacco farming season. However, 
the statistics is incomplete and been 
formed after the lands only used in 
the hotspots (Kushtia 40,000 
hectares, Bandarban 26,000 
hectares, Nilphamari and 
Lalmonirhat 30,000 hectares and 
10,000 hectares in Rangpur 
district)75. Moreover, there are some 
doubts about the amount of lands 
used in tobacco farming as the land 
quantity has been falsified in most of 
the places. On the other hand, 
Manikganj, Tangail, Faridpur, 
Natore (Chalanbil), Narail, Jessore 
and some parts of the Hill Tracts 
have also been used for tobacco 
farming but are excluded in the list. 
So, it appears that if all the tobacco 
farming lands across the country are 
accumulated, undoubtedly it will 
exceed 108,000 hectares. As there is 
no exact public or private statistics 
on tobacco farming, it is almost 
impossible to illustrate any clear 
picture about the exact figure and 
increment rate of tobacco 
cultivation. The available media 
reports update that always there are 
initiatives to show the least lands 

used for tobacco cultivation as the tobacco 
companies have some ‘understanding’ with the local 
DAE officials. But despite the hide and seek, it is 
proved according to the existing information that 
tobacco farming is increasing indiscriminately. As 
per Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) 
information, in the year 2006 -07, 30,699.45 
hectares of lands were used for tobacco cultivation 
and the produced stood 39,180 metric ton, and in 
2010-11 that stood to 48,867.41 hectares and 79,234 
metric ton respectively76. The statistics clearly 
indicates that tobacco producing lands and 
production both has doubled in four years. 
Comparing the year 2010-11 (48,867.41 hectares, 
BBS) to 2014 (108,000 hectare, DAE) it is seen that 
by the difference of three years, tobacco farming has 
been doubled as well. Besides, the export tendency 
of tobacco products also confirms the countrywide 
expansion of tobacco farming. Following the Export 
Promotion Bureau, tobacco export earned $7 million 
as revenue in 2005-06 fiscal. However, the revenue 
has increased eight times more to $5.86 crores in 
seven months of 2013-14 fiscal77. Only the export 
statistics is solely enough to indicate the alarming 
rate of tobacco farming of the country! 
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How Tobacco Cultivation Increases†hfv‡e evo‡Q ZvgvKPvl 

µgea©gvb ZvgvK Pvl m¤úªmvi‡Y eûRvwZK I †`kxq ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv mviv‡`‡k bvbvwea K~U‡KŠkj I AvMÖvmb 

Ae¨vnZ †i‡L‡Q| Z‡e †`‡ki me RvqMvq Zv‡`i AvMÖvmx 

PwiÎ I †KŠkj GKiKg bq|  ejv hvq Zviv Zzjbvg~jK 

myweavZ‡Ë¡ wek¦vmx| cve©Z¨ †Rjv¸‡jv‡Z Kv‡Vi myweav _vKvq 

†mLv‡b Zviv Pzwjø‡Z KvV cywo‡q Pvjv‡”Q eb DRv‡ii 

AvMÖvmb| Avevi AvMÖvmb XvK‡Z ebvq‡bi bv‡g cÖnmb Ki‡Q 

Ges bvbv †KŠk‡j cyi¯‹vi Av`vq K‡i wb‡R‡`i †`k‡cÖwgK 

evbv‡bvi cÖ‡PóvI Ae¨vnZ †i‡L‡Q Zviv| Ab¨w`‡K DËivÂ‡j 

eb †bB ZvB KvV †cvov‡bvi Av‡qvRbI †bB, †iv‡` ïwK‡qB 

gyjZ ¸`vgRvZ Kiv n‡”Q ZvgvK cvZv| ZviciI cwi‡ek 

`~lY †_‡g †bB, KvV cywo‡q eb aŸsm bv Ki‡jI ¯’vbxq 

R¡vjvwb Z_v Lo-wePzwj e¨envi K‡i GK ai‡bi Pzwjø evwb‡q 

ZvgvK cvZv ïKv‡bvi KvR Ae¨vnZ †i‡L‡Q ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv| Z‡e Gme GjvKvq Zv‡`i g~j AvKl©Y AwZ 

De©i Lv`¨k‡m¨i Rwg| K…wlwefv‡Mi mKj myweav (†mP, mvi, 

we`y¨r) e¨envi K‡i K…lK‡`i gva¨‡g ZvgvKPvl Kiv‡bv Ges 

µgvš^‡q Lv`¨-km¨ Drcv`‡bi NvuwU e‡j cwiwPZ DËie½‡K 

ZvgvKPv‡li NvuwU‡Z cwiYZ Kiv| AviI GKwU welq ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv we‡ePbvq †bq, Zv n‡jv H GjvKvq †hb ch©vß 

cwigv‡Y `wi`ª K…l‡Ki emevm _v‡K| KviY, Zviv K…lK 

wbeÜ‡bi bv‡g KvW© cÖ`vb K‡i Aí wKQz abx K…lK‡K hviv H 

GjvKvq GKB mv‡_ cÖfvekvjx Ges hv‡`i Pv‡li Rwgi 

cwigvY †ewk| ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv G‡`i Avev`K…Z ZvgvK 

D”Pg~‡j¨ wK‡b †bqv †_‡K ïiæ K‡i bvbviKg †jvfbxq myweav 

cÖ`vb K‡i, hv †`‡L H GjvKvi ÿz`ª PvwlivI †jv‡f c‡o 

ZvgvKPv‡l Rwo‡q c‡o| GBme cÖvwšÍK ÿz`ª Pvwliv Zv‡`i 

Avev‡` miKvwi myweav (†mP, mvi BZ¨vw`) MÖnY K‡i hvi 

P~ovšÍ jvf P‡j hvq ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi c‡K‡UB| DËie‡½i 

K‡qKwU †Rjvi mswkøó ¯’vbxq †jvKR‡bi mv‡_ Avjvc K‡i 

Rvbv †M‡Q †iv‡` ïKv‡bv ZvgvK cvZv ißvwb K‡i cÖwZeQi 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv e¨vcK gybvdv AR©b Ki‡Q|

ZvgvK Pvl m¤úªmvi‡Y †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv mvaviYZ ZvgvKPvwl‡`i 

bM` A_© mnvqZv, DcKiY (mvi, weR, KxUbvkK) mnvqZv,  

Domestic and multinational tobacco companies are 
continuing their aggression and evil tactics to spread 
out tobacco farming in the country increasingly. 
However, the nature of aggression and tactics are 
not similar across the country. The tobacco 
companies believe in ‘Comparative Advantage 
Theory’. Having kindling facility in the Hill tracts, 
they are doing aggression by cutting trees to fuel 
tobacco furnaces in this area.  At the same time, they 
are mockingly planting trees and grabbing awards to 
prove their patriotism. On the other side, as there is 
no forest in the Northern parts of the country, they 
dry tobacco leaves under sun and store the dried 
leaves. But environment pollution is still found 
although they do not burn woods. The tobacco 
companies use hay and other locally available 
materials as fuel to dry the leaves in locally 
produced furnaces. They are mainly attracted to the 
fertile arable lands in these districts and tactfully 
channeling all the benefits from the DAE (like 
subsidized irrigation, fertilser and electricity) to 
farmers for growing more tobacco and wish to turn 
the food croplands of Northern part into tobacco 
field. Regarding location selection, they usually 
prefer poverty stricken areas. They issue few cards 
to some rich and solvent farmers who are influential 
and have more arable lands in the areas. Then the 
companies buy the produced at higher price and also 
offer them (rich farmers) different incentives to 
allure the poor farmers to start tobacco farming. The 
marginal farmers use the facilities of the 
government (irrigation and fertiliser), but the 
tobacco companies finally reap the benefits from 
them. Locals of the Northern parts said that the 
tobacco companies gain huge profit every year by 
exporting the sun-dried leaves. 

To expand tobacco cultivation, the companies have 
adopted different initiatives like providing hard cash 
support to the farmers, agro-inputs (such as 
fertiliser, seeds, insecticides) providing, assurance 
to buy tobacco leaves, field level monitoring to 
control leaf quality, assistance on having 
government agri-loan, higher level training through 
IPM club to the farmers, arranging government 
facilities like subsidized irrigation in association 
with the DAE, providing different facilities under 
CSR projects to the contracted and listed farmers 
only etc. Since there is no comprehensive 
countrywide research or data found on the ill 
activities of the tobacco companies to expand 
cultivation, the ill tactics of the companies’ are 
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ZvgvKcvZv µ‡qi wbðqZv, gvb wbqš¿‡Y gvV ch©vq Z`viwK, 

miKvwi K…wlFY †c‡Z mnvqZv I AvBwcGg K¬v‡ei gva¨‡g 

ZvgvK Pv‡li DbœZZi cÖwkÿY cÖ`vb, K…wl m¤úªmviY wefv‡Mi 

mv‡_ m¤úK© ¯’vc‡bi gva¨‡g miKvwi myweavw` (†hgb fZ©zwK 

g~‡j¨i †m‡Pi cvwb ZvgvK Pv‡l e¨envi) MÖnY Ges wmGmAvi 

(K‡c©v‡iU †mvk¨vj †imcwÝwewjwU) cÖK‡íi gva¨‡g Pzw³e× 

Pvwl‡`i myweav cÖ`vb cÖf…wZi gva¨‡g ZvgvK Pv‡li we¯Ívi 

NUv‡”Q| Z‡e †`ke¨vcx ZvgvKPvl m¤úªmvi‡Y ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbi AcZrciZv welqK c~Y©v½ †Kvb M‡elYv bv _vKvq 

MYgva¨g I †emiKvwi ms¯’v †_‡K cÖvß Z_¨-DcvË Ges 

cÖÁvÕi †Uve¨v‡KvBÛvw÷ªIqvPwewW wU‡gi mxwgZ cwim‡i 

gvVch©v‡qi ch©‡eÿY cÖf„wZi wfwË‡Z evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvKPvl 

m¤úªmvi‡Y ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi AvMÖvmb I K~U‡KŠkj ms‡ÿ‡c 

Av‡jvPbv Kiv n‡jv| 

bM` UvKv I DcKiY wn‡m‡e FY mnvqZv

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv †`‡ki wewfbœ GjvKvi Pvwl‡`i bvbv 

iKg DcKiY (†hgb: mvi, exR I KxUbvkK) Ges bM` UvKv 

FY wn‡m‡e cÖ`v‡bi gva¨‡g ZvgvK Pv‡l DrmvwnZ K‡i 

_v‡K|

78

 †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv webv g~‡j¨ Zvgv‡Ki exR I exRZjv 

msi¶‡Yi Rb¨ cwjw_b Ges Ab¨vb¨ †QvU-Lv‡Uv wKQz 

mnvqZvI w`‡q _v‡K|

79

 cÖvß Z_¨vw` we‡kølY K‡i †`Lv †M‡Q, 

FY mnvqZvi bv‡g †Kv_vI †Kv_vI (we‡klZ cve©Z¨ GjvKvq) 

†Kv¤úvwb K…lK‡`i ̀ xN©‡gqvw` FYdvu‡` AvU‡K †d‡j‡Q| d‡j 

ZvgvKPvl AjvfRbK I ÿwZKi †R‡bI Pvwliv †Kv¤úvwbi 

FYdvu` †_‡K †ei n‡Z cvi‡Q bv| Avevi wKQz wKQz GjvKvq 

†Kv¤úvwb Amr Dcv‡q Zdwmwj e¨vsK †_‡K ZvgvK Pvwl‡`i 

FY cvIqvi †ÿ‡Î mnvqZv K‡i‡Q e‡jI Rvbv †M‡Q|

gvb wbqš¿‡Y gvVch©v‡q Z`viwK I evRviRvZKi‡Yi 
wbðqZv

briefly described here based on the information 
collected from media, private organizations and 
small scale observations of PROGGA’s Tobacco 
Industry Watch BD Team.

Hard Cash and Inputs as Loan 

Tobacco companies induce farmers across the 
country by offering them different inputs like 
fertilizer, seeds, insecticides, and hard cash as 
loans78. They also provide polythene and other 
materials to protect the tobacco seeds and 
seedbeds79. It has been found that in the name of 
loan, tobacco companies have entrapped farmers 
into long-term debts. Therefore, knowing that 
tobacco farming is unprofitable, the farmers cannot 
get out of the loan traps. In some of the areas, they 
have assisted farmers to get loans from the 
scheduled Banks illegally.

Marketing Assurance and Quality Control 
through Field Level Monitoring

Tobacco company agents monitor fields to control 
tobacco leaves quality and also provide different 
advices to the farmers. Usually, in the beginning of 
a year, the companies assure the farmers to buy a 
certain amount of tobacco leaves from them. After 
harvesting, the farmers send the leaves to the 
company storehouse by the pre-fixed price. 
Deducting the loan and price of the other materials, 
the company pays the remaining part of the price to 
the farmers. It has been alleged that that the 
companies exploit farmers in the name of grading 
(pricing higher grade leaves as lower grade) and in 
some areas, the companies did not buy the assured 
amount of leaves from the farmers that caused loss 
for them.80
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†Kv¤úvwbi †jv‡Kiv Zvgv‡Ki gvb wbqš¿‡Yi Rb¨ gvVch©v‡q 

Z`viwK I K…lK‡`i bvbv cÖKvi †cÖlYv cÖ`vb K‡i| eQ‡ii 

ïiæ‡ZB cÖ‡Z¨K ZvgvKPvwli Kv‡Q wbw`©ó cwigvY ZvgvK cvZv 

µ‡qi Rb¨ cÖwZkÖæwZ w`‡q _v‡K †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv| Avev` †k‡l 

†Kv¤úvwbi †eu‡a †`qv `v‡g ZvgvKPvwliv †Kv¤úvwbi ¸`v‡g 

ZvgvK †cŠu‡Q †`q| 

†Kv¤úvwb ZLb  DcKiY 

I bM` UvKv eve` 

†`Iqv F‡Yi UvKv †K‡U 

†i‡L evwK UvKv Pvwl‡K 

w`‡q †`q| Z‡e †MÖwWs 

gvic¨vu‡P (†ewk `v‡gi 

ZvgvK Kg`vwg wn‡m‡e 

†`Lv‡bv) Kg `vg 

cvIqvi Awf‡hvM i‡q‡Q 

wewfbœ GjvKvi Pvwl‡`i 

g‡a¨| wKQz wKQz GjvKvq 

†Kv¤úvwb cÖwZkÖæwZ 

Abyhvqx ZvgvK µq bv 

Kivq Pvwliv †jvKmv‡b 

c‡o‡Q e‡jI cÖgvY 

i‡q‡Q|

80

  



AvBwcGg K¬v‡ei gva¨‡g K…lK‡`i DbœZ ZvgvK Pv‡li 
cÖwkÿY

†`kRy‡o Qwo‡q _vKv Bw›U‡MÖ‡UW †c÷ g¨v‡bR‡g›U ev 

AvBwcGg K¬v‡ei gva¨‡g Pvwl‡`i‡K DbœZ Pv‡li cÖwkÿY 

†`Iqv n‡”Q| cÖwkÿ‡Yi Gme Kjv‡KŠkj Kv‡R jvMv‡bv n‡”Q 

ZvgvK Pv‡l| GKwU cwÎKvi cÖwZ‡e`b Abyhvqx, †`ke¨vcx 

AvBwcGg K¬v‡ei cÖwkwÿZ cÖvq 2 jvL K„lK ZvgvK Pv‡l 

RwoZ i‡q‡Q| Ges Gme AvBwcGg K¬v‡ei †cQ‡b i‡q‡Q 

†`‡ki e„nr ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv| ZvgvK Pvwl‡`i Avq‡Ë 

ivLvi Rb¨ Zviv GB K¬v‡ei gva¨‡g wewfbœ ai‡bi 

cÖ‡Yv`bvg~jK Kg©KvÐI cwiPvjbv K‡i _v‡K| K¬v‡ei mv‡_ 

m¤ú„³ ZvgvK Pvwliv †Kv¤úvwbi c‡ÿ cÖPviYvmn bvbvwea 

KvR K‡i _v‡K|
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¯’vbxq K…wl m¤úªmviY Awdm‡K cÖfvweZ K‡i ZvgvKPvl 
m¤úªmviY

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv ZvgvK Pv‡l DrmvwnZ Kivi Rb¨ †Rjv 

ch©v‡q K…wl m¤úªmviY Kg©KZ©v‡`i e¨envi K‡i| cwÎKvi 

LeivLei Abyhvqx, ÿwZKi ZvgvK Pv‡l wbiærmvwnZ Ki‡Z 

K…wl Awdm‡K †Zgb †Kvb D‡`¨vM wb‡Z †`Lv hvq bv| D‡ëv 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi Avgš¿‡Y wewfbœ Abyôv‡b ZvgvKPvl 

jvfRbK Ges ZvgvKPv‡li wewfbœ DcKvwiZv m¤ú‡K© 

K…lK‡`i DØy× Ki‡Q Gme miKvwi Kg©KZ©viv|
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wmGmAvi cÖK‡íi gva¨‡g ZvgvKPvl m¤úªmviY

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv wmGmAvi cÖK‡íi bv‡g wewfbœ GjvKvi 

Pzw³e× ZvgvK Pvwl‡`i †mŠi we`y¨r, my‡cq cvbxq R‡ji 

myweav w`‡q ZvgvK Pv‡l cÖjyä K‡i _v‡K| wewfbœ msev` 

cÖwZ‡e`‡b Rvbv †M‡Q, ev›`ievb I LvMovQwo †Rjvi 4wU 

MÖv‡gi 576wU ZvgvK Pvwl cwievi‡K weªwUk Av‡gwiKvb 

†Uve¨v‡Kv evsjv‡`k (weGwUwe)  Ô`xßÕ cÖK‡íi Aax‡b 

†mŠiwe`y¨Z cÖ`vb K‡i‡Q|
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 GQvov wewfbœ GjvKvq cvbxq 

R‡ji ¯’vcbv ˆZwii gva¨‡gI Zviv ¯’vbxq cÖkvmbmn mswkøó 

mKj‡K cÖfvweZ Kivi †Póv K‡i _v‡K|

84

Training on Improved Tobacco Cultivation 
through Tobacco Farmers IPM Club Higher 

Tobacco Companies are providing training to the 
farmers on improved tobacco cultivation by setting 
‘Tobacco Farmers Integrated Pest Management 
Club” across the country. A newspaper report reads 
that around 200,000 trained farmers are engaged 
into tobacco farming. Such clubs are run by giant 
tobacco companies in the country. To control over 
the tobacco farmers, they execute different 
inspirational activities as well through the clubs. 
Besides, the farmers listed with the clubs also 
promote the tobacco companies in different ways81.

Manipulating Local DAE to Expand Tobacco Farming

To expand and inspire tobacco farming in districts, 
tobacco companies use the district level agricultural 
officials. According to the newspaper reports, the 
DAE officials are reluctant to provide any advice 
against tobacco farming. At times they are found 
participating at tobacco company events also. They 
also inspire the farmers by describing the usefulness 
of tobacco cultivation82.

Tobacco Farming Expansion through CSR

Tobacco companies provide different facilities to 
the listed farmers in different districts like solar 
energy or drinking water supply. These activities 
aim only to allure them into tobacco farming. 
Different newspaper reports have disclosed that 
British American Tobacco Bangladesh (BATB) has 
provided solar power to 576 tobacco farmers of four 
villages in Bandarban and Khagrachharhi district 
under its ‘Dipto’ project83. Besides, they also try to 
influence the local administration and other quarters 
by installing drinking water facility84.
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How Tobacco Cultivation Damages

ZvgvKPvl ÿwZ Ki‡Q †hfv‡e

fZ©ywK g~‡j¨i mvi I †mPmyweav ZvgvK Pv‡l e¨envi

wewfbœ GjvKvq Lv`¨km¨ Drcv`‡bi Rb¨ fZ©zwK g~‡j¨ 

mieivnK…Z †m‡Pi cvwb ZvgvK Pv‡l e¨eüZ n‡”Q| MYgva¨‡g 

cÖKvwkZ wewfbœ cÖwZ‡e`b †_‡K  Rvbv †M‡Q, e‡i›`ª eûgyLx 

Dbœqb KZ©…c‡¶i (weGgwWG) emv‡bv Mfxi bjK~‡ci cvwb 

w`‡q av‡bi e`‡j ZvgvK Pvl Kiv n‡”Q|
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 ZvgvK cY¨ 

Drcv`bKvix wKQz cÖwZôvb ZvgvK Pvwl‡`i GB myweav †c‡Z 

mnvqZv Ki‡Q| ZvQvov K…wl dmj Drcv`‡bi Rb¨ wewfbœ 

GjvKvq miKvwifv‡e wWjv‡ii gva¨‡g mieivnK…Z mvi 

ZvgvK Pv‡l e¨envi Kivi wel‡q wb‡lavÁv _vK‡jI 

DËie½mn †`‡ki me©Î GB mvi e¨envi K‡iB Pj‡Q ZvgvK  

Drcv`‡bi KvR|
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ZvgvK Pv‡li Av_©-mvgvwRK, cwi‡ek, cÖwZ‡ek, ¯^v¯’¨ I 

wkÿvmn bvbvwea ÿwZKi cÖfve i‡q‡Q| wKQz Lvivc cÖfve 

ZvrÿwYKfv‡e/¯^í‡gqv‡` †Pv‡L c‡o Avevi Ggb A‡bK 

ÿwZKi cÖfve i‡q‡Q †h¸‡jv ¯úó n‡Z `xN©w`b mgq jv‡M| 

we`¨gvb Z_¨vbymv‡i, evsjv‡`‡k µgea©gvb ZvgvK Pv‡li d‡j 

Rwgi De©iZv bó, Lv`¨ wbivcËvq ûgwK, eb DRvo, 

¯^v¯’¨SuzwK, wkïkÖg, wkÿvmn cÖf…wZ †ÿ‡Î e¨vcK ÿwZKi 

cÖfve co‡Q| ms‡ÿ‡c Gme ÿq-ÿwZ I cÖfvemg~n 

Av‡jvPbv Kiv n‡jv;

ZvgvK  Pzwjø‡Z KvV cywo‡q eb DRvo

ZvgvK cvZv ïKv‡bvi Kv‡R †`‡ki wewfbœ GjvKvq cÖwZeQi 

nvRvi nvRvi gY KvV †cvov‡bv n‡”Q ZvgvKPywjø‡Z| Avi Gme 

Kv‡Vi †hvMvb w`‡Z wM‡q DRvo n‡”Q eb| GKwU M‡elYv 

g‡Z, †`‡ki †gvU eb DRv‡oi 30 fv‡Mi Rb¨ `vqx GB 

ZvgvK Pvl|
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 ˆ`wbK hyMvšÍ‡i (12 GwcÖj, 2014) cÖKvwkZ

Subsidized Fertilizer and Irrigation for Tobacco 
Cultivation 

In different areas, subsidized fertilizers and 
irrigation is being used for tobacco cultivation. Mass 
media reports unveil that tobacco is being cultivated 
with the water from deep tube-well of Varendra 
Multipurpose Development Authority (BMDA) that 
was supposed to be used for paddy cultivation85. A 
few of the tobacco producing companies are helping 
the farmers to get the facility. The government 
distributes fertilizers for tobacco cultivation in 
different parts of the country through dealers. Use of 
those fertilizers is banned in tobacco cultivation. 
Violating the government ban, the fertilizers are 
being used in tobacco cultivation in Northern and 
other regions86. 

Tobacco farming has different types of negative 
impacts including socio-economical, environmental, 
climatic, health, educational etc. Some of the 
damages are instantly identified and some need 
times. Currently, Bangladesh is experiencing 
fertility lose of lands, food insecurity, deforestation, 
health hazards, child labour, educational breaks etc. 
The damages are described in brief.

Deforestation as Woods Fuel Tobacco Ovens 

Thousands of mounds of woods are being used each 
year to bake tobacco leaves in tobacco furnaces. 
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cÖwZ‡e`‡bi Z_¨g‡Z, 2014 †gŠmy‡g ïaygvÎ ev›`ievb †Rjvq 

6 nvRv‡iiI †ewk ZvgvKPywjø wbg©vY Kiv n‡q‡Q|

88

Countrywide deforestation is being occurred to 
serve the furnaces. A study says that tobacco 
cultivation is 30% responsible behind the entire 
deforestation87. Over 6,000 tobacco furnaces have 
been built in Bandarban district in the current 
season, after the daily Jugantor report (April 12, 
2014)88.

Lv`¨ wbivcËv 

†`‡ki dmwj Rwg ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi `L‡j P‡j hv‡”Q µgk| 

6 eQ‡ii e¨eav‡b ZvgvK Drcv`‡bi cwigvY 40,240 Ub 

†_‡K cÖvq AvovB ¸Y †e‡o 1,03,650 U‡b `vuwo‡q‡Q hv 

†`‡ki Lv`¨ wbivcËvi Rb¨ weivU GK ûgwK|
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Rwgi De©iZv bó

ZvgvK Pv‡l gvwUi e¨vcK ¶wZ nq| KviY av‡bi †P‡q ZvgvK 

Pv‡l wZb¸Y †ewk cwigvY BDwiqv mvi I KxUbvkK e¨envi 

Ki‡Z nq| ZvgvK Pv‡li Rb¨ GKwU Rwg 2 †_‡K 3 evi 

e¨envi Kiv hvq| Zvici GB Rwg‡Z Avi fvj ZvgvK nq bv 

Ges Ab¨vb¨ dm‡ji djbI e¨vcKfv‡e K‡g hvq| †ewk 

cwigvY mvi I KxUbvkK e¨env‡ii d‡j ax‡i ax‡i gvwUi 

¯^v¯’¨ bó n‡Z _v‡K|

¯^v¯’¨SuywK 

ZvgvK Pvl I cÖwµqvRvZKiY Kv‡R gRywi †ewk nIqvq 

K…lKiv Zv‡`i cwiev‡ii bvix, wkï I wK‡kvi‡`i e¨envi K‡i 

_v‡K| hvi d‡j †`ke¨vcx nvRvi nvRvi ZvgvKPvwl we‡klZ 

bvix I wkï-wK‡kvi e¨vcK ¯^v¯’¨SzuwKi g‡a¨ Rxeb hvcb 

Ki‡Q| we‡kl K‡i KvuPv ZvgvK R¡vwj‡q cwi‡kva‡bi mgq †h 

M¨vm ev †avuqv †ei nq Zv Pvwl‡`i ¯^v‡¯’¨i Rb¨ Pig ûgwK

Food Security 

Gradually, the food croplands in the country are 
turning to tobacco lands. Tobacco production raised 
two and a half times more in the past six years from 
40,240 tons to 1, 03, 650 tons which is a great threat 
for the country89. 

Losing Lands Fertility

Tobacco farming cause damages of the lands more 
than the food crops as it needs three times more Urea 
and insecticides. A land cannot be used more than 
twice or thrice for tobacco cultivation. Then the land 
neither produces a fine quality tobacco nor grows 
food crops in plenty. Productivity and fertility of the 
land reduces for using more and more fertilizers and 
insecticides. 

Health Hazards

As payment in tobacco processing is better, tobacco 
growers engage their family members including 
their wives and children. Consequently, thousands 
of such workers are under serious health hazards.
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¯^iƒc| `xN©w`b ZvgvK Pvl I cÖwµqvRvZKiY Kv‡R hy³ 

_vKvi Kvi‡Y K¨vÝvimn †cU, eyK I Nvo e¨_v Ges A‡bK 

bvix kÖwgK cv‡q e¨_v I cÖRbb ¯^v¯’¨ mgm¨vq AvµvšÍ n‡q 

_v‡K| cvkvcvwk wkï-wK‡kviiv wMÖb †Uve¨v‡Kv wmb‡Wªvg †iv‡M 

AvµvšÍ n‡q _v‡K|
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wkïkÖg I wkï wkÿv msµvšÍ mgm¨v

ZvgvK Pvl cÖeY GjvKvi AwaKvsk wkï-wK‡kvi ZvgvKPvl 

mswkøó wewfbœ KvR †hgb exRZjv †_‡K ZvgvK Pviv D‡Ëvjb, 

Pviv‡ivcY, AvMvQv cwi®‹vi, wel wQUv‡bv, cvZv †cvov‡bv/ 

ïKv‡bv GgbwK ZvgvK evRvi-RvZKi‡Yi Kv‡R m¤ú„³ 

_v‡K| ZvgvK Pvl †gŠmy‡g wbqwgZ ¯‹y‡j †h‡Z cv‡ibv Zviv| 

AwffveK‡`i e³e¨- UvKv w`‡q kÖg †Kbvi mvg_©¨ bv _vKvq 

A‡bKUv wbiæcvq n‡qB wkï-wK‡kvi‡`i G Kv‡R e¨envi 

Ki‡Z nq|
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Ab¨vb¨ ÿq-ÿwZ I cÖfve

†`‡ki †ekwKQz GjvKvq Aew¯’Z b`-b`x Zx‡ii LvmRwg‡Z 

Pj‡Q ZvgvKPv‡li AvMÖvmb| K·evRvi †Rjvi PviwU cÖavb 

b`x evuKLvjx, gvZvgyûix, MR©B I `yQoxi `yB Zx‡i AšÍZ 50 

wK‡jvwgUvi GjvKvRy‡o ZvgvK Pvl n‡q‡Q, Av‡M †hLv‡b 

¯’vbxq K…lKiv mewR Pvl Ki‡Zv|
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 GjvKvevmx‡`i g‡Z, 

ZvgvKPv‡li d‡j b`x‡Z wewfbœ cÖRvwZi gvQ w`b w`b K‡g 

hv‡”Q| GQvov wewfbœ GjvKvq we`¨vj‡qi cv‡ki Rwg‡ZI Pvl 

n‡”Q ÿwZKi GB ZvgvK| ZvgvK‡ÿ‡Z KxUbvkK wQUv‡bvi 

mgq SuvSv‡jv M‡Ü †kÖwYK‡ÿ wkÿv_©x‡`i e‡m _vKv KwVb| 

KxUbvkK Ges Zvgv‡Ki M‡Ü wkÿK I wkÿv_©xiv k¦vmKómn 

wewfbœ †iv‡M AvµvšÍ n‡”Q Ges wkÿv_©xiv wbqwgZ K¬vm Ki‡Z 

cvi‡Q bv|
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 GQvovI we`¨vj‡qi cv‡kB ZvgvKcvZv 

†cvov‡bvi Rb¨ ZvgvK Pzwjø wbg©vY Kivq we`¨vj‡qi

Smoke emerged from burning of raw tobacco leaves 
to rectify is highly harmful for farmers’ health. For 
their longer involvement with tobacco farming and 
processing they are affected with cancer, abdominal 
problems, chest and neck pain, reproductive 
problems and other health hazards. Besides, the 
children are also affected with Green Tobacco 
Syndrome for their involvement in tobacco 
processing90.

Child Labour and Educational Problems

Children in tobacco farming areas are engaged into 
different tasks like seed collection, seedbed 
nurturing, weeding, planting, insecticides spraying, 
leaves baking or drying and even marketing of the 
leaves. Therefore, they cannot go to school and the 
guardians are to employ their kids as they cannot 
buy external labours91.

Other damages and impacts

Tobacco aggression is being continued in some of 
the river banks and fallow lands as well. A report on 
March 1, 2014 on the Daily Banik Barta reads that at 
50 kilometers of the banks of Bankkhali, 
Matamuhuri, Gorjoi and Duchharhi – the four rivers 
in Cox’s Bazar district have been used for tobacco 
cultivation. Earlier, the farmers grew vegetables on 
the banks92. Locals alleged that the number and 
varieties of fishes from the rivers is declining 
gradually. Besides, tobacco is also being farmed in 
the adjacent lands of schools in the area. A photo 
feature on March 2, 2014 on the Daily Prothom Alo 
shows that tobacco is being cultivated in a land next 
to a school in Dighinala under Khagrachharhi 
district. During insecticide spray, the student rarely 
can sit inside the school and the teachers and 
students are being affected with different respiratory 
problems. Even some of the students cannot attend
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Tobacco is being 
cultivated in a 
land next to a school 
in Dighinala under 
Khagrachharhi district.
Source: The Daily 
Prothom Alo

classes regularly93. Moreover, tobacco furnaces have 
been built near to schools in different parts of the 
country. A report on the Daily Prothom Alo on April 
7, 2014 says that 9 tobacco furnaces have been built 
from 5-15 feet distance of 2 educational institutions 
which is hampering the educational activities and 
posing health hazard for the students too94.

wkÿv_©x‡`i †jLvcovi †hgb e¨vNvZ NU‡Q, †Zgwb gvivZ¥K 

¯^v¯’¨SzuwKi g‡a¨ Gme †KvgjgwZ wkï‡`i wbqwgZ cov‡jLv 

Pvwj‡q †h‡Z n‡”Q| MYgva¨‡g cÖKvwkZ GK cÖwZ‡e`‡b †`Lv 

hvq, LvMovQwoi `xwNbvjv Dc‡Rjvq cvkvcvwk Aew¯’Z `ywU 

wk¶vcÖwZôv‡bi Av‡kcv‡k 5-15 dzU `~i‡Z¡i g‡a¨ †gvU 9wU 

ZvgvKPzwjø wbg©vY Kiv n‡q‡Q| G Kvi‡Y we`¨vj‡q cov‡kvbvi 

e¨vNvZ NU‡Q, wk¶v_©xiv Av‡Q ¯^v¯’¨-SyuwK‡Z|

94
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Tobacco Aggression and Ill Tactics of Tobacco 
Company in Lalmonirhat: A Case Study

jvjgwbinv‡U Zvgv‡Ki AvMÖvmb I ZvgvK 
†Kv¤úvwbi K~U‡KŠkj: GKwU wbweo AbymÜvb

Currently there is no exact statistics available over 
the quantity of lands being used for or turning into 
tobacco lands in the country. Simultaneously, there 
has been no standard researches conducted over the 
negative impacts of tobacco cultivation on food 
security, public health, forest resources, environment 
and ecology, land fertility and overall how it could 
have long and short-term negative impacts on the 
entire economy. Using the loopholes, the tobacco 
companies try to distract the policymakers in making 
policies against tobacco cultivation. They try to prove 
that tobacco production is essential for the economy 
by engaging some of their appointed researchers. 
Besides, they are also manipulating the DAE to hide 
the exact land units used for tobacco cultivation. 

Although there is no solid information over tobacco 
cultivation and its damages, reports on newspapers 
and other media has made three issues clearer: 1. 
Tobacco farming is gradually increasing in the 
country, 2. Tobacco farming is damaging different 
areas with diverse scale and 3. Tobacco companies’ 
aggression and evil methods are prevailing in both of 
the cases. 

eZ©gv‡b mviv‡`‡k wK cwigvY Rwg ZvgvKPv‡li AvIZvq 

i‡q‡Q Ges cÖwZeQi wK nv‡i Ab¨vb¨ dmwj Rwg Zvgv‡Ki 

Rwg‡Z cwiYZ n‡”Q †m wel‡q †Kvb mwVK cwimsL¨vb †bB| 

GKBfv‡e ZvgvKPvl Avgv‡`i Lv`¨ wbivcËv, Rb¯^v¯’¨, 

ebRm¤ú`, cwi‡ek- cÖwZ‡ek, gvwUi ¯^v¯’¨ cÖf„wZ Z_v 

mvwe©K A_©bxwZi Dci ¯^í I `xN©‡gqv‡` wK ai‡bi weiƒc 

cÖfve †dj‡Z cv‡i †m welqK gvbm¤§Z †Kvb M‡elYvI 

nqwb AvR ch©šÍ| Gme `ye©jZvi my‡hvM Kv‡R jvwM‡q 

bxwZ-wba©viYx gn‡j weåvwšÍ Qov‡bvi Rb¨ ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv wewfbœ mg‡q Zv‡`i g‡bvbxZ M‡elK‡`i 

gva¨‡g cÖgvY Kivi †Póv K‡i‡Q ZvgvKPvl evsjv‡`‡ki 

A_©bxwZi Rb¨ KZUv Acwinvh©| Ab¨w`‡K ZvgvKPv‡li 

mwVK cwimsL¨vb hv‡Z †KD Rvb‡Z bv cv‡i †mRb¨ Zviv 

K„wl m¤úªmviY wefv‡Mi Nv‡o †P‡c e‡m‡Q| 

†`ke¨vcx ZvgvKPv‡l e¨eüZ Rwgi mwVK cwimsL¨vb I 

ZvgvKPv‡li ÿqÿwZ msµvšÍ M‡elYvjä Z_¨ DcvË bv 

cvIqv †M‡jI MYgva¨‡g cÖKvwkZ LeivLei, wewfbœ 

†emiKvwi cÖwZôvb †_‡K cÖvß Z_¨ GgbwK K…wl wefv‡Mi 

we`¨gvb cwimsL¨vb cÖf…wZ †_‡K AšÍZ wZbwU welq ¯úó; 1. 

mviv †`‡k ZvgvKPvl µgea©gvb nv‡i evo‡Q, 2. 

ZvgvKPv‡li d‡j GjvKv‡f‡` bvbvwea ÿqÿwZ n‡”Q Ges 

3. GB Dfq‡ÿ‡Î ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi AvMÖvmb I K~U‡KŠkj 

Ae¨vnZ i‡q‡Q|



Recent Tobacco Farming Trends in LalmonirhatjvjgwbinvU †Rjvq mv¤úªwZK ZvgvK Pvl cwiw¯’wZ
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To illustrate the overall situation of tobacco farming 
in Lalmonirhat district, PROGGA’s Tobacco 
Industry Watch BD team analysed the existing 
information and conducted a qualitative field 
investigation. Accordingly, the quantity of total 
arable lands in the district is 98,875 hectares. In the 
last season (2013) around 25,000 hectares of lands 
have been used solely for tobacco cultivation which 
is 32% of all the tobacco farming lands of the 
country. The mass media reports say that the lands 
have been increased in the current season (2014) for 
tobacco cultivation. Following the DAE, in the 
current season about half of the arable lands have 
been used for tobacco cultivation. It indicates that 
about 50,000 hectares of lands have been used for 
tobacco cultivation which is double (25,000 
hectares) comparing to the last season (2013) and 13 
times more comparing to 2002 that produced 
tobacco on only 4,000 hectares of lands95. It is clear 
from the government source that how aggressive the 
tobacco farming is in the district. But the scenario is 
more dreadful according to private sources. Finally, 
whatever the data or secondary information is, field 
observation is a must to comprehend the alarming 
expansion of tobacco cultivation.

Usually, March is tobacco harvesting period. Sharp 
smell from tobacco leaves hit the nose after stepping 
at any village. People start feeling intoxicated. 
Tobacco leaves are found everywhere including 
bedrooms, wall partitions, religious institutions and 
places where the leaves could be stored. Tobacco 
wraps the villagers. Even donations are also allowed 
using tobacco leaves. The local retailers also accept 

ZvgvKPv‡li mvwe©K Ae¯’v wbweofv‡e ch©‡eÿY Ki‡Z cÖÁvÕi 

†Uve¨v‡KvBÛvw÷ªIqvPwewW wUg jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi ZvgvKPvl 

msµvšÍ we`¨gvb Z_¨-DcvË we‡kølY I gvV ch©v‡q ¸YMZ 

M‡elYv cwiPvjbv K‡i| jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi †gvU Avevw` 

Rwgi cwigvY 98,875 †n±i| we`¨gvb Z_¨vbyhvqx 2013 

mv‡j jvjgwbinvU †Rjvq GKKfv‡e cÖvq 25 nvRvi †n±i 

Rwg‡Z ZvgvKPvl n‡q‡Q, hv †`‡ki †gvU ZvgvKPvlK…Z Rwgi 

cÖvq 32 fvM| K…wl Awa`ß‡ii g‡Z 2014 mv‡j jvjgwbinvU 

†Rjvi †gvU Avevw` Rwgi A‡a©‡KiI †ewk A_©vr cÖvq 50 

nvRvi †n±i Rwg‡Z ZvgvKPvl n‡q‡Q, hv Av‡Mi †gŠmy‡gi 

(2013) Zzjbvq wØ¸Y Ges 2002 mv‡ji Zzjbvq cÖvq 13 ¸Y 

(4 nvRvi †n±i)|

95

 myZivs miKvwi m~Î †_‡KB cwi®‹vi KZUv 

AvMÖvmxfv‡e m¤úªmvwiZ n‡”Q ZvgvKPvl| hw`I †emiKvwi ev 

¯’vbxq gZvbymv‡i GB AvMÖvm‡bi wPÎ Av‡iv fqven| Z‡e 

Z_¨-DcvË hvB †nvK bv †Kb, m‡iRwg‡b bv †`L‡j 

ZvgvKPv‡li fqvj we¯Í…wZ Dcjwä Kiv KwVb|

g~jZ gvP© gvm †_‡KB ïiæ nq ZvgvK cvZv msMÖn| Gmgq †h 

†Kvb MÖv‡g XzK‡jB ZvgvK cvZvi Zxeª M‡Üi SvuS G‡m bv‡K 

Hectares of lands used in tobacco cultivation in Lalmonirhat district in 
di�ernt  years

Year 2010 Year 2011 Year 2012 Year 2013 Year 2014
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The way tobacco farming is increasing in Lalmonirhat

†hfv‡e jvjgwbinv‡U evo‡Q ZvgvKPvl
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tobacco leaves in exchange of commodities. 
Children are the worst sufferers. Tobacco is killing 
their childhood with the toxic air. Tobacco Industry 
Watch Team BD found the scenarios during 
farmers’ interviews at villages of Khuniagaach, 
Kalmati Bania Para, Sapti Bari and Aditmari 
upazillas under Lalmonirhat district.

It’s a trap not debt 

The ruling strategies of the multinational tobacco 
companies are almost similar to the strategies of the 
Roman General Ceaser or the French emperor 
Napoleon’s “divide and rule/ conquer strategy”, 
latter the policy of the British during the colonial 
period. The tobacco companies provide cards or 
business gain to several influential farmers in the 
rural areas of Lalmonirhat who work for them as 
agents. They use the agents to grow necessary 
quantity of tobacco through the non-card holders. 
The Company’s strategy is to create discriminations 
among the local farmers by ‘providing cards to the 
fewer’ (rich farmers), and not providing cards to the 
larger’ (general poor farmers). They create 
documents that they buy tobacco leaves only from 
the card holding farmers to continue their 
aggression. They get their work done by hiding 

jv‡M| Mv ¸wj‡q I‡V| wSgwSg K‡i I‡V gv_v| N‡ii †eovq, 

†kvevi Ni, ivbœvi Ni, †Mvqvj Ni, gw›`i, gmwR`, ¯‹zj- me 

RvqMv‡ZB ZvgvK cvZv Szj‡Q| MÖvg¸‡jv †hb ZvgvK cvZvq 

†gvov‡bv| `vb-mvnvh¨, dwKi-wgmwKb‡`i `vb LqivZ meB 

P‡j ZvgvK cvZvq| GjvKvi gyw` †`vKvwbivI UvKvi cwie‡Z© 

ZvgvK cvZv †bq|  GjvKve¨vcx GK ZvgvKgq cwi‡ek, 

Kv‡iv gyw³ †bB| me‡P‡q KiæY ̀ kv wkï‡`i, Zv‡`i ̄ ^vfvweK 

ˆkke †hb Zvgv‡Ki welev‡®ú g„Z cÖvq| jvjgwbinvU m`i 

Dc‡Rjvi LywbqvMvQ, KvjgvwU evwbqv cvov, mvwÞevwo Ges 

Avw`Zgvix Dc‡Rjvi wewfbœ MÖvg Ny‡i Ny‡i Pvwl‡`i mv‡_ K_v 

ejvi mgq Ggb `„k¨B †Pv‡L c‡o †Uve¨v‡KvBÛvw÷ªIqvPwewW 

wU‡gi| 

FY bq, Ab¨ duv`

BwZnv‡m wmRvi  wKsev †b‡cvwjqvb Gi wefvRb I 

kvmb/weRq bxwZ, cieZ©x‡Z weªwUkfvi‡Z weªwUk‡`i wefvRb 

I kvmb bxwZ Ges eZ©gv‡b eûRvwZK ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jvi 

ZvgvKPv‡l wefvRb I kvmb bxwZ A‡bKUv GKBiKg| 

jvjgwbinv‡Ui MÖvgvÂ‡j †Kej KwZcq cÖfvekvjx K…lK‡K 

KvW© mieivn I e¨emvwqK myweav cÖ`vb Z_v A‡NvwlZ G‡R›U 

wnmv‡e e¨envi K‡i †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv msL¨vMwiô KvW©wenxb 

Pvwl‡`i w`‡q Avev` Kwi‡q wb‡”Q cÖ‡qvRbxq cwigvY ZvgvK| 

A_©vr †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv GLv‡b msL¨vjwNô cÖfvekvjx K…lK‡`i 

KvW© myweav w`‡q Ges msL¨vMwiô mvaviY K…lK‡`i KvW© myweav 

bv w`‡q wefvRb ˆZwii gva¨‡g ZvgvKPv‡li AvMÖvmb Ae¨vnZ 

†i‡L‡Q| Ab¨w`‡K KvM‡R-Kj‡g Zv‡`i †gvU msMÖ‡n †`Lv‡bv 

n‡”Q †Kej KvW©avix K…l‡Ki Drcv`b, welqwU GiKg 
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themselves. For instance, in the current season, ‘A’ 
number of card holding farmers on average have 
supplied ‘B’ metric tons of tobacco leaves to the 
company and company has gathered A x B = ‘C’ 
metric tons of tobacco. But in reality, the tobacco 
companies basically gather cent percent of tobacco 
leaves from the non-card holding farmers using the 
card-holders. By this way, they also create 
confusion about the quantity of lands used for 
tobacco cultivation. The tobacco leaf collection 
technique can be described in this way:

The tobacco companies buy the sole production of 
the card holding farmers and get the productions of 
the non-card holding farmers using the agent or card 
holding farmers. Observations have found that 
tobacco company officials provide assurance of 
agro-inputs only to the card holding farmers. But 
most of the leading farmers said that they are less 
interested in having such facilities as they are 
capable to buy those inputs. The locals said that the 
rich farmers are interested in tobacco trading, not 
farming. They buy tobacco leaves from the poor 
farmers and sell those to the companies at a higher 
rate. So, getting a card of the tobacco company is the 
apple of discord among the poor farmers. They try to 
attract the tobacco company officials and even 
engage into different sorts of lobbying with them 
including bribing. If they get a card, they will get all 
the advantages offered by tobacco companies like 
assurance of marketing facilities, and will make 
profit as an agent. But in reality, the tobacco 
companies create a competition among the farmer 
but they do not increase the card numbers likewise. 

†`Lv‡bv †h KvW©wenxb K…l‡Ki ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb µq K‡i 

bv, †mvRv K_vq Ôawi gvQ, bv QuyB cvwbÕ| D`vniY wn‡m‡e 

ejv hvq, PjwZ †gŠmy‡g ÔKÕ msL¨K KvW©avix K…lK cÖwZwU 

Kv‡W©i wecix‡Z †Kv¤úvwb‡K M‡o ÔLÕ †g.Ub ZvgvK w`‡q‡Q 

Ges †Kv¤úvwb †gvU K X L = ÔMÕ †g. Ub ZvgvK msMÖn 

K‡i‡Q| A_P ev¯ÍeZv n‡jv †Kv¤úvwb Zv‡`i †gvU Zvgv‡Ki 

wmsnfvMB µq K‡i KvW©wenxb K…l‡Ki KvQ †_‡K KvW©avix 

A‡NvwlZ G‡R›U Gi gva¨‡g| Gfv‡e ZvgvKPv‡l e¨eüZ  

Rwgi cwigvY wb‡qI Zviv weåvwšÍ ˆZwi K‡i _v‡K| 

ms‡ÿ‡c †Kv¤úvwbi ZvgvK msMÖ‡ni †KŠkj‡K wb‡¤œv³fv‡e 

Zz‡j aiv hvq:

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv Zv‡`i KvW©avix K…l‡Ki wbR¯^ Drcv`b 

Ges MÖvg I nvU ch©v‡q KvW©wenxb K…l‡Ki Drcvw`Z ZvgvK 

G‡R›U/KvW©avix K…l‡Ki gva¨‡g msMÖn/µq K‡i _v‡K| 

ch©‡eÿ‡Y †`Lv †M‡Q †Kv¤úvwb Kg©KZ©viv †Kej KvW©avix 

ZvgvKPvwli‡`i exR-mvi-KxUbvkK I FY mnvqZvi 

cÖwZkÖæwZ †`q| Z‡e KvW©avix K…lK‡`i mv‡_ Av‡jvPbv K‡i 

Rvbv †M‡Q, Zv‡`i †ewkifv‡MiB Gme myweav MÖn‡Yi †ÿ‡Î 

Lye GKUv AvMÖn †bB| KviY hveZxq K…wl DcKiY µq Kivi 

mÿgZv Zv‡`i Av‡Q| mvaviY K…lK I GjvKvevmx‡`i g‡Z, 

KvW©avix K…lK‡`i g~j AvMÖn ZvgvK e¨emvq, ZvgvKPv‡l bq| 

KvW©wenxb K…lK‡`i KvQ †_‡K Kg`v‡g ZvgvK wK‡b 

†ewk`v‡g †Kv¤úvwbi Kv‡Q wewµ KivB Zv‡`i Kv‡Q †ewk 

jvfRbK| GKwU KvW© cvIqvi Rb¨ ZvB Mwie Pvwl‡`i g‡a¨ 

P‡j ixwZ g‡Zv jovB| P‡j †ewk †ewk ZvgvK Pvl K‡i 

†Kv¤úvwbi `„wó AvKl©‡Yi †Póv| cvkvcvwk bvbviKg Z`wei 

GgbwK Nyl w`‡q n‡jI GKUv KvW© PvB| KviY GKevi KvW© 

†c‡q †M‡j Zviv GKB mv‡_ †Kv¤úvwbi my‡hvM-myweav cv‡e, 

cY¨ evRviRvZKi‡Yi wbðqZv cv‡e Ges G‡R›U wn‡m‡e 

KvW©wenxb Pvwl‡`i ZvgvK wK‡b †ewk g~‡j¨ †Kv¤úvwbi Kv‡Q 

wewµ Ki‡Z cvi‡e| Z‡e  ev¯ÍeZv n‡jv †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv Gfv‡e 

†KŠk‡j eQ‡ii ci eQi cÖwZ‡hvwMZv ˆZwii gva¨‡g 

ZvgvKPvl evovq wKš‘ Kv‡W©i msL¨v Hfv‡e evovq bv| 

 Total collection by the 
company

Card holding farmers

Sole production 
by the card 

holding farmers

Production by the 
non-card holders 
(from residence)

Production by the 
non-card holders 

(from market place)

Tobacco Leaf Collection Technique of Tobacco Company
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Nevertheless, the farmers are not frustrated as 
tobacco farming is still financially a profitable 
business for them. They said that the present loss 
and profit is the key reality for them. So, they do not 
want to bother about any long run negative impact 
even any near future perils at all. In the discussions, 
almost all the farmers told that after farming 
Virginia tobacco on the lands, paddy cannot grow 
well. The roots of Virginia tobacco is taller and 
absorbs lands energy. But being Virginia financially 
profitable than other crops, they grow it on their 
lands. Thousands of farmers in villages of 
Lalmonirhat district are engaged into tobacco 
farming.  It is almost impossible and also expensive 
to monitor the farming by deploying company’s 
own staff across the district. So, they are raising 
skills of the card holding farmers so that they could 
also train the non-card holding farmers at free of 
cost. The rural farmers are also happy as they get 
any kind of advices related to tobacco farming when 
needed. The card holding agents distribute their 
knowledge among the poor farmers to increase their 
profit. They turn free advisor for the tobacco farmers 
in villages. The motto is to produce more quality 
tobacco, and make more profit. 

According to the local farmers, the tobacco 
companies have distributed cards among 20% of the 
farmers and all of them are solvent. Some of them

ZviciI GjvKvi mvaviY K…l‡Kiv Drmvn nviv‡”Q bv KviY 

Ab¨vb¨ dm‡ji Zzjbvq ZvgvKPvl GL‡bv Zv‡`i Kv‡Q 

Avw_©Kfv‡e jvfRbK| ZvgvKPvwl‡`i mv‡_ Av‡jvPbv K‡i 

Rvbv hvq, eZ©gv‡bi jvf-‡jvKmvbB Zv‡`i Rb¨ Avmj 

ev¯ÍeZv| `xN©‡gqv‡` GgbwK wbKU fwel¨‡Z wK ai‡bi jvf 

ev ÿqÿwZ n‡e Zv Zviv we‡ePbv Ki‡Z Pvq bv| Av‡jvPbvq 

AskMÖnYKvix cÖvq cÖwZwU K…lKB e‡j‡Q ZvgvKPvl fvj bv, 

ÿwZKi| Zv‡`i g‡Z, †Kvb Rwg‡Z fvwR©wbqv ZvgvK Avev` 

K‡i cieZ©x‡Z avb Avev` Ki‡j av‡bi djb A‡a©K K‡g 

hvq| fvwR©wbqv Zvgv‡Ki wkKo A‡bK j¤^v e‡j Zv gvwUi im 

ï‡l †bq| wKš‘ †h‡nZz GUv Ab¨vb¨ dm‡ji Zzjbvq  

Avw_©Kfv‡e jvfRbK, ZvB Zviv fvwR©wbqv ZvgvK Avev` 

K‡i| jvjgwbinv‡U  MÖv‡gi ci MÖvg, nvRvi nvRvi K…lK GLb 

ZvgvK Pvl Ki‡Q| ¸wU K‡qK †Kv¤úvwbi c‡ÿ gvV ch©v‡q 

†jvKej wb‡qvM K‡i Zvgv‡Ki ¸YMZ gvb wbwðZ Kiv 

ixwZgZ KwVb Ges e¨qeûj| †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv †KŠk‡j †Kej 

KvW©avix K…lK‡`i `ÿZv evwo‡q, Zv‡`i gva¨‡gB webv Li‡P 

MÖv‡gi KvW©wenxb K…lK‡`i ZvgvKPv‡l cÖwkwÿZ K‡i  P‡j‡Q| 

MÖv‡gi mvaviY K…lKI Lywk, nv‡Zi bvMv‡jB cv‡”Q ZvgvKPvl 

msµvšÍ †h‡Kvb civgk©| KvW©avix Avi Hme G‡R›U K…lKiv 

wb‡R‡`i AwaK gybvdv wbwðZ Ki‡Z ZvgvKPv‡l Zv‡`i 

we‡klvwqZ Ávb mvaviY K…lK‡`i gv‡S wewj‡q P‡j‡Q| 

MÖv‡gi ci MÖv‡g webv cqmvi K…wl civgk©K| hZ fv‡jv 

ZvgvK, ZZ †ewk gybvdv!

ZvgvKPvwl‡`i g‡Z, †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv eo‡Rvo 20 fvM 

ZvgvKPvwl‡K KvW© w`‡q‡Q, hv‡`i cÖvq mevB abx|  †KD †KD 

Aek¨ mvgvwRK I ivR‰bwZK we‡ePbvqI Kv‡W©i gvwjK 

n‡q‡Q| Zv‡`i g‡Z abx I cÖfvekvjx Pvwliv mvaviYZ 5-10  
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GKi Rwg‡Z ZvgvK Pvl Kivi Rb¨ †Kv¤úvwbi Kv‡Q 

cÖwZkÖæwZe× nq| wKš‘ wVK †h cwigvY Rwg‡Z ZvgvK Pvl 

Ki‡e e‡j Zviv †Kv¤úvwbi Kv‡Q cÖwZkÖæwZe× nq, †klch©šÍ 

†mB cwigvY Rwg‡Z ZvgvK Pvl K‡i bv| †hgb: 5 GK‡ii 

RvqMvq 1 GKi ev 2 GKi Rwg‡Z ZvgvK Pvl K‡i| A_©vr 

cÖwZkÖæZ cwigvY Rwg‡Z Zviv KL‡bvB ZvgvKPvl K‡i bv| 

Dciš‘, †Kv¤úvwbi mieivnK…Z K…wl DcKiY Ab¨vb¨ dmj 

Drcv`‡b e¨envi K‡i A_ev †ewk `v‡g wewµ K‡i †`q| 

Avev` †k‡l Zviv KvW©wenxb K…l‡Ki  KvQ †_‡K Kg`v‡g 

ZvgvK µq K‡i cÖwZkÖæZ †KvUv c~iY K‡i Ges G¸‡jv 

†ewk`v‡g †Kv¤úvwbi Kv‡Q wewµ K‡i| KvW©wenxb Pvwliv 

Rvbvb, MZ †gŠmy‡g Zviv KvW©avix K…lK‡`i Kv‡Q cÖwZ gY 

ZvgvK wewµ K‡i‡Q M‡o 2,500 UvKvq| A_P KvW©avix 

K…lKiv cieZ©x‡Z H ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi Kv‡Q wewµ K‡i‡Q gY 

cÖwZ 3,800- 4,000 UvKvq| A_©vr cÖwZ gY Zvgv‡K Zviv 

M‡o jvf K‡i‡Q 1,300-1,500 UvKv| ZvgvKPvl K‡i GB 

nv‡i jvf cvIqv m¤¢e bq| Ab¨w`‡K ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi jvf 

n‡”Q, †Kvb cÖKvi `vq-`vwqZ¡ QvovB ¸wUK‡qK cÖfvekvjx 

KvW©avix G‡R›U e¨envi K‡i ZvgvK msMÖn Ki‡Z cvi‡Q 

w`‡bi ci w`b| mvaviY ZvgvKPvwliv wbR `vwq‡Z¡ miKv‡ii 

fZ©zwK g~‡j¨i mvi, we`y¨r Ges †Kvb †Kvb †ÿ‡Î we‡kl fZ©zwK 

g~‡j¨I (e‡i›`ª/weGwWwm) †mP myweav e¨envi K‡i †Kv¤úvwbi 

Rb¨ ZvgvK Drcv`b K‡i hv‡”Q| GKBmv‡_ Drcv`b cÖwµqvq 

g~jab wewb‡qvM †_‡K ïiæ K‡i evRviRvZKiY ch©šÍ mg¯Í 

SzuwKB enb Ki‡Q Zviv|

¯’vbxq RbMY, mvsevw`K, KvW©avix I KvW©wenxb K…lK‡`i 

mv‡_ Av‡jvPbv †_‡K ¯úó †h ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv mvaviY 

ZvgvK Pvwl‡`i (cÖvq 80% ZvgvKPvwl) FY myweav ev Ab¨ 

†Kvb cÖKvi my‡hvM-myweav cÖ`vb K‡i bv| Gme Pvwl‡`i KvQ 

†_‡K mivmwi †Kvb ZvgvKI µq K‡i bv Zviv| me ZvgvK 

KvW©avix/G‡R›U K…l‡Ki gva¨‡g msMÖn K‡i _v‡K| 

cÎ-cwÎKv I †emiKvwi ms¯’vi Z_¨g‡Z †`‡ki cve©Z¨ 

GjvKvmn †ekwKQz †Rjvq ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi †e‡ua †`Iqv 

`v‡gB me ZvgvKPvwl †Kv¤úvwbi ¸`v‡g ZvgvK †cŠu‡Q w`‡Z 

eva¨| ZvgvK wewµi Avjv`v nvU-evRviI †bB †mme 

GjvKvq| jvjgwbinvU †Rjv (†`‡ki cÖvq 40% ZvgvK 

Drcvw`Z nq) G‡ÿ‡Î e¨wZµg| GLv‡b †Kv¤úvwbi 

K~U‡KŠkj GKUz Avjv`v| ïay M„n¯’vwj ch©vq †_‡K bq, ZvgvK 

†gŠmy‡g cÖfvekvjx KvW©avix K…lK‡`i e¨envi K‡i mvgwqK 

nvU-evRvi ˆZwi K‡i †mLvb †_‡K cÖ‡qvRbxq ZvgvK msMÖn 

Ki‡Q Zviv|

got cards on their social and political grounds as 
well. They alleged that the card holding farmers 
usually commit to farm tobacco on five or 10 acres 
of lands. But, they do not actually farm tobacco on 
the agreed lands. They usually grow tobacco on one 
or two acres of lands. Moreover, they sell the 
agro-inputs supplied by tobacco companies at a 
higher rate to the other farmers or use them in 
growing other crops. After the cultivation finishes, 
they buy tobacco from the non-card holder farmers 
to meet their quota and sell at a good price. In the 
last season, said the non-card holding farmers, they 
had to sell tobacco by Tk 2500 per mound to the 
card-holding farmers. However, the card-holding 
farmers sold that tobacco at a good profit, from Tk 
3800 to 4000 per mound. It refers that they have 
profited Tk 1300- 1500 on average per mound. This 
amount of profit is impossible by cultivating 
tobacco. On the other side, the tobacco companies 
are also gaining profit without having any 
responsibility rather than using some of the 
card-holding agents. The non-cardholders, the 
larger section tobacco growers, are using the 
subsidized facilities like fertilizers, electricity and 
in some cases they are also applying subsidized 

irrigation of the government to 
grow tobacco for Company. 
Briefly, they take all 
responsibilities from investment 
to marketing. 

The Local people, journalists, 
card holder and non-card holder 
farmers have opined that the 
tobacco companies do not 
provide any facilities to majority 
of the farmers/ non-cardholders 
(about 80% of the farmers). They 
do not collect tobacco from those 
farmers directly. They buy 

tobacco through the card-holding farmers or agents. 
According to newspaper reports and information 
from other sources, the farmers of the Hill tract and 
some other areas are to sell tobacco leaves on the 
prices fixed by the tobacco companies. Since there 
is no specific marketplace for tobacco trading in 
most areas, the farmers are to supply the produced 
at tobacco company storehouses. But the scenario 
is different in case of Lalmonirhat district that 
shares around 40% produces of all the tobacco 
leaves of the country. The ill tactics of the tobacco 
companies is different here. Not only from 
domestic level, temporary marketplaces are created 
in the district through influential card-holding 
farmers and the tobacco companies collect 
necessary tobacco from there.
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Tobacco Leaves Market: Monopoly and Large Trap

From April to June every year around 13 – 16 
educational institution premises are used twice a 
week as marketplace for tobacco leaves in 
Lalmonirhat district. Card-holding farmers or agents 
buy tobacco from there for Tobacco Company. 
Besides, bidi companies are also prominent buyer of 
the markets to buy low grade tobacco. Although all 
of the traders are from Lalmonirhat district, buyers 
belong to different parts of the country including 
Dhaka, Khulna, Kushtia, and Chittagong. Usually, 
Motihar, Jati and Virginia tobaccos are found at the 
markets. Around 350 tobacco farmers/ sellers and 
about 60 tobacco company agents actively 
participate in such markets. A farmer sells five – 20 
mounds of tobacco in every market day. Locals said 
that among the all tobacco leaves that arrive in the 
market, 60% of them belong to Matihar & Jati, and 
40% of them belong to Virginia. They also said that 
about 60% of the Virginia tobacco is bought by 
British American Tobacco agents or rich farmers 
and the remaining is bought by Dhaka tobacco and 
other companies. To be noted that, a part of the 
Virginia tobacco is bought by the agents from 
villages. Information from newspapers and local 
tobacco farmer reveals that the illegal marketplaces 
are run by some local influential farmers or agents. 
They are associates of the multinational and 
domestic tobacco companies and commonly known 
as agents. Most of them are involved in tobacco 

ZvgvKcvZvi nvU: GK cÖKvi g‡bvcwj, eo duv`

GwcÖj †_‡K Ryb ch©šÍ jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi 13-16wU wkÿv 

cÖwZôvb PZ¡‡i mßv‡n `yB w`b Zvgv‡Ki nvU e‡m| Gme nvU 

†_‡K wewfbœ ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi G‡R›U/KvW©avix K…lK 

†Kv¤úvwbi Rb¨ ZvgvK µq K‡i| GQvov wewo †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv 

g~jZ Gme nvU †_‡KB wbgœgv‡bi ZvgvK µq K‡i _v‡K| 

†µZv‡`i GKUv  Ask †`‡ki Ab¨vb¨ GjvKv we‡kl K‡i 

XvKv, Lyjbv, PÆMÖvg Ges Kzwóqv AÂj †_‡KI Av‡m| Z‡e 

we‡µZviv mevB jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi ZvgvKPvwl| Pvwliv 

mvaviYZ gwZnvi, RvwZ I fvwR©wbqv cÖRvwZi ZvgvKcvZv 

evRviRvZ K‡i _v‡K| nvU¸‡jv‡Z mvaviYZ cÖwZw`b 

300-350 Rb ZvgvKPvwl/ we‡µZv Ges 50-60 Rb wewfbœ 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi G‡R›U †Kbv-‡ePvq AskMÖnY K‡i| 

cÖwZnv‡U GKRb ZvgvK Pvwl 5-20 gY ch©šÍ ZvgvK wewµ 

K‡i _v‡K| ¯’vbxq‡`i g‡Z nv‡U Avmv †gvU Zvgv‡Ki 60 

kZvsk gwZnvi I RvwZ Ges 40 kZvsk fvwR©wbqv cÖRvwZi 

ZvgvK| Z‡e fvwR©wbqvi AbycvZ w`b w`b evo‡Q|  Zv‡`i 

g‡Z fvwR©wbqv cvZvi 60 kZvskB µq K‡i _v‡K weªwUk 

Av‡gwiKvb †Uve¨v‡Kv †Kv¤úvwbi G‡R›U/abx K…lK Ges 

ev`evwKUv µq K‡i XvKv †Uve¨v‡Kv †Kv¤úvwbmn Ab¨vb¨ wKQz 

†Kv¤úvwb| D‡jøL¨ fvwR©wbqv Zvgv‡Ki GKUv D‡jøL‡hvM¨ Ask 

†Kv¤úvwbi G‡R›U MÖvg ch©v‡q mvaviY K…lK‡Ki KvQ †_‡K 

µq K‡i _v‡K| cÎ-cwÎKvi Lei I ¯’vbxq ZvgvK Pvwl‡`i 

mv‡_ Av‡jvPbv †_‡K Rvbv †M‡Q, Gme A‰ea ZvgvK nvU¸wj 

cwiPvwjZ n‡”Q ¯’vbxq cÖfvekvjx K…lK/G‡R›U Øviv| Gme 

cÖfvekvjxiv AvšÍR©vwZK Ges †`kxq †Uve¨v‡Kv BÛvw÷ªÕi 

Nwbô mn‡hvMx Ges ¯’vbxqfv‡e  †Uve¨v‡Kv BÛvw÷ªÕi ÔG‡R›UÕ 

wn‡m‡e cwiwPZ| G‡`i AwaKvskB ZvgvK Pv‡li mv‡_ hy³ 

Ges ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi KvW©avix Pvwl| mvaviY K…lK‡`i mv‡_ 

Av‡jvPbv †_‡K †evSv hvq, hw`I Zviv nv‡U ZvgvK wewµ

The ground of Saptibari High School in Aditmari upazila under Lalmonirhat district remains virtually off limits to students as 
unscrupulous people are using it for selling tobacco. The callous act, disturbing classes and posing health hazards for students and 
teachers, is likely to continue for three months. Source: The Daily Star
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farming and are card-holding farmers. The common 
farmers said that though they are selling tobacco on 
marketplace, they do not have chances for 
bargaining with the price. It is a kind of monopoly 
and a trap for them. They term such marketplace as 
company Hats (markets of companies’). About eight 
to nine years ago, the marketplaces held in three or 
four school premises and now it is gradually 
increasing in the area and reached current condition. 
One of the card holding farmer said that if there is 
market for food crops, there should be also markets 
for tobacco leaves. The tobacco farmers have 
nowhere to go to sell their products. Tobacco 
Industry Watch BD could not satisfy them with 
answers of such queries. Someday the food crops 
market will turn tobacco trading hub by this way 
with association of the tobacco companies. 

Government and Farmers (card-less) Bears Cost, 
Companies Get the Cream

Exploiting the government facilities in Lalmonirhat 
district like subsidized fertilizers, irrigation, and 
using the card holding farmers as agents, the tobacco 
companies are benefitting themselves in different 
ways. The scenario for using subsidized fertilizers 
(Urea and TSP) is terrible. According to the district 
agri-office, around 50,000 hectares of lands have 
been used for tobacco cultivation in the current 
season. To grow tobacco, per 33 decimals of lands 
need 60KG Urea and 100KG TSP on average. On 
that outline, in the current season, around 598, 000, 
00 KG fertilizers (Urea 22425232 KG and TSP 
37375300 KG) have been used for tobacco 
cultivation in the district. The government is 
currently subsidizing Tk 24 for per KG Urea and Tk 
18 for per KG TSP96. The government has 
subsidized over Tk 121 crore on the stated 598, 000, 
00 KG fertilizers (Tk 53.82 crore for Urea and Tk 
67.27 crore for TSP). However, the tobacco 
companies provide fertilizer to the card-holding 
farmers only by their own initiative. The locals are 
on doubt that whether the fertilizers actually belong 
to the company or not. At times there were 
newspaper reports over the issue. Nonetheless, the 
government 

Ki‡Q, `iKlvKwli Lye GKUv my‡hvM †bB| GK cÖKvi 

g‡bvcwj, eo duv`| Zv‡`i fvlvq G¸‡jv †Kv¤úvwbi nvU| 

8/9 eQi Av‡M GjvKvi 3/4wU ¯‹z‡j nvU emv ïiæ nq Ges 

eQi eQi evo‡Z evo‡Z eZ©gvb Ae¯’vq †cŠu‡Q‡Q| GKRb 

KvW©avix K…lK Rvbv‡jb, avb-Pv‡ji evRvi _vK‡j 

ZvgvKcvZvi evRvi _vK‡e bv †Kb? K…lK ZvgvKcvZv wewµi 

Rb¨ †Kv_vq hv‡e? Gme cÖ‡kœi Lye GKUv m`yËi †`Iqv m¤¢e 

nqwb †Uve¨v‡KvBÛvw÷ªIqvPwewW wU‡gi c‡ÿ| nqZ GUv 

†Kv¤úvwbiB †KŠkj, avb-Pv‡ji nvU¸‡jv‡KI µgvš^‡q 

ZvgvKcvZvi nvU evwb‡q †djv|

Drcv`b LiP ivóª I K…l‡Ki (KvW©wenxb), gybvdv †Kv¤úvwbi

jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi K…wl Lv‡Z cÖ`Ë ivóªxq my‡hvM-myweav 

(fZ©zwK g~‡j¨ mvi, †mP BZ¨vw`) Kv‡R jvwM‡q Ges KvW©avix 

K…lK‡`i Xvj/G‡R›U wn‡m‡e e¨envi K‡i gybvdv  jy‡U wb‡”Q 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv| 2014 †gŠmy‡g jvjgwbinvU †Rjvq wK 

cwigvY fZ©zwK g~‡j¨i mvi (BDwiqv I wUGmwc) ZvgvK Pv‡l 

e¨envi Kiv n‡q‡Q Ggb cÖ‡kœi DËi LyuR‡Z D‡V Av‡m GK 

fqsKi wPÎ| †Rjv K…wl m¤úªmviY Awd‡mi Z_¨ Abyhvqx 

2014 mv‡j jvjgwbinv‡U cÖvq 50 nvRvi †n±i Rwg‡Z 

Zvgv‡Ki Avev` n‡q‡Q| ZvgvKPv‡l cÖwZ 33 kZvsk Rwgi 

Rb¨ M‡o 60 †KwR BDwiqv I 100 †KwR wUGmwc jv‡M| †m 

wn‡me D³ †gŠmy‡g cÖvq 5 †KvwU 98 jvL †KwR 

(BDwiqv-22425232 †KwR, wUGmwc-37375300 †KwR) 

mvi ZvgvK Pv‡l e¨envi Kiv n‡q‡Q| miKvi eZ©gv‡b cÖwZ 

†KwR BDwiqv‡Z 24, wUGmwc‡Z 18 UvKv nv‡i fZ©zwK w`‡q 

Avm‡Q|

96

 D‡jøwLZ 5 †KvwU 98 jvL †KwR mv‡i 121 †KvwU 

UvKviI (BDwiqv‡Z-53 †KvwU 82 jvL, wUGmwc‡Z-67 †KvwU 

27 jvL) †ewk fZ©zwK w`‡q‡Q miKvi| Z‡e †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv 

KvW©avix K…lK‡`i mvaviYZ Zv‡`i wbR¯^ mvi mieivn K‡i 

_v‡K| hw`I Gme mvi †Kv¤úvwbi wbR¯^ bv fZ©zwKK…Z Zv 

wb‡q e¨vcK mskq i‡q‡Q GjvKvevmxi g‡a¨| cÎ-cwÎKvqI  

Gi mZ¨Zv wb‡q wewfbœ mg‡q †jLv‡jwL †Pv‡L c‡o‡Q| 

has subsidized 
over Tk 91 
crore in the 
current season 
even if 25% of 
the subsidy is  
d e d u c t e d 
cons ider ing 
20%   of    the 
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card-holding farmers use fertilizers provided by 
company. The huge subsidy provided by the 
government is being used for tobacco cultivation that 
is harmful for public health. But this is the scenario 
for Lalmonirhat district only. The countrywide 
scenario is more terrible. In the country 1, 08, 000 
hectares of lands have been used for tobacco 
cultivation and accordingly 129, 100, 000 KG 
fertilizers (Urea 48438502 KG and TSP 80730800 
KG) have been used. The government has subsidized 
millions of TK for the fertilizers. Tobacco companies 
are grabbing their profits every year by these ways. It 
is leading the country to food shortage. However, the 
tobacco companies will not take any responsibility 
for providing capital and other agro-inputs as long 
they are exploiting such options.

Prey Everyone, Company Benefitted 

Due to tobacco farming, Lalmonrhat district is also 
experiencing different socio-economic, environmental, 
climatic, health and educational damages like the 
other areas. Apart from poisonous emissions of 
tobacco furnaces, tobacco leaves are found 
everywhere in the localities of the district and even 
yards, bedrooms, walls, cowsheds, kitchens, 
gardens, roads etc. are being used to dry tobacco 
leaves. There is hardly any place where you can 
breathe fresh air. Besides, the agents have prepared 

GjvKvi 20 fvM KvW©avix K…lK †Kv¤úvwbi mvi e¨envi K‡i 

a‡i wb‡q hw` †gvU UvKv n‡Z 25 fvM UvKvI ev` †`Iqv nq, 

Zvn‡jI miKvi 2014 mv‡j G eve` cÖvq 91 †KvwU UvKvi 

†ewk  fZ©zwK w`‡q‡Q| miKvi ev RbM‡Yi †`Iqv GB  wecyj  

cwigvY UvKv Rb¯^v‡¯’¨i Rb¨ ÿwZKi ZvgvK Pv‡l e¨q Kiv 

n‡”Q| Z‡e GwU ïay jvjgwbinv‡Ui wPÎ| mgMÖ †`‡ki 

cwimsL¨vb AviI fqven| 2014 mv‡j evsjv‡`‡k 1 jÿ 8 

nvRvi †n±i Rwg‡Z Zvgv‡Ki Avev` n‡q‡Q Ges †m Abyhvqx 

12 †KvwU 91 jvL †KwR (BDwiqv-4,84,38,502 †KwR, 

wUGmwc-8,07,30,800 †KwR) mvi e¨envi Kiv n‡q‡Q| 

Gme mvi eve` †KvwU †KvwU UvKv fZ©zwK w`‡q‡Q miKvi| 

Gfv‡e eQ‡ii ci eQi ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb ivóªxq myweav e¨envi 

K‡i gybvdv jy‡U wb‡”Q|  †`k‡K wbgw¾Z Ki‡Q Lv`¨ NvUwZi 

AZj MnŸ‡i| Aek¨ Gfv‡e gv‡Qi †Zj w`‡q gvQ †f‡R cvi 

†c‡q †M‡j, †KbB ev Zviv Pvwl‡`i mvi, †mP I g~jab 

mieivn Kivi `vwqZ¡ wb‡e|

ÿwZ mevi, jvf †Kv¤úvwbi

ZvgvK Pvlfy³ Ab¨vb¨ GjvKvi gZ jvjgwbinvU †Rjv‡ZI 

ZvgvK Pv‡li d‡j bvbvwea Av_©-mvgvwRK, cwi‡ek, cÖwZ‡ek, 

wkÿv I ¯^v¯’¨ msµvšÍ ÿq-ÿwZ mvwaZ n‡”Q| GLv‡bI i‡q‡Q 

Pzwjøi welv³ †auvqv, i‡q‡Q evwoi DVvb †_‡K ïiæ K‡i N‡ii 

†eov, Miæi †Mvqvj, ivbœvNi, evMvb, iv¯Ívi `yBcvk me©ÎB 

ZvgvK cvZv ïKv‡bvi Kvh©µg| cvZvi weKU M‡Ü †Kv_vI 

GKUz wbg©j evZvm cvIqvi my‡hvM †bB| GQvov G‡R›U 

K…lKiv ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi mnvqZvq ZvgvKcvZv ïKv‡bvi Rb¨ 

we‡kl ai‡bi Ni wbg©vY K‡i‡Q wewfbœ miKvwi Rwg‡Z| ¯‹zj 

gvV GgbwK cÖv_©bvjq PZ¡iI ev` c‡owb G ZvwjKv †_‡K| 

How Tobacco Farming DamagesZvgvKPvl ÿwZ Ki‡Q †hfv‡e
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special rooms in government lands with the help of 
tobacco companies. They also use school fields and 
even the premises of religious establishments. 
Tobacco farming reduces lands fertility, threat for 
food security, poses health hazards, inspire child 
labours, decreases education and more. Some of the 
damages are described concisely.

Child Labour

The Locals and school teachers of Lalmonirhat 
district have opined that children are being used in 
all of the steps of tobacco farming including planting 
to marketing. Most of the children are to involve into 
tobacco processing as part of their familial business. 
Investigations in Saptibari under Aditmari upazilla 
and Khuniagachh under Lalmonirhat district have 
found that tobacco farming has taken an expanded 
shape in the areas. Each and every of the houses are 
filled with tobacco leaves and even the surrounding 
places are also loaded with tobacco bunches. Sharp 
stench hits suddenly after entering into the villages. 
The stench spreads everywhere after the sun turns 
hot. In this stinky environment, children are found 
collecting tobacco leaves, sorting and pinning them 
on sticks to be dried on sun. Teachers, according to 
a report on the Daily Star on April 02, 2014, said that 
those children who work with tobacco processing 
are different from the common children regarding 
their health and shape. There is no result in 
forbidding them for working in tobacco 
processing97. The school goers are gradually getting 
involved with tobacco processing. They sort, bundle 
and place the leaves for drying under sun. Mostly 
they are seen working before and after their school 
and in the non-working days. They get a poor wage 

Rwgi De©iZv bó, Lv`¨ wbivcËvq ûgwK, ¯^v¯’¨SuzwK, wkïkÖg, 

wkÿvmn cÖf…wZ †ÿ‡Î e¨vcK ÿwZKi cÖfve‡Zv i‡q‡QB| 

ms‡ÿ‡c Gme ÿq-ÿwZ I cÖfvemg~n Zz‡j aiv n‡jv:

wkïkÖg

¯’vbxq ¯‹zj wkÿK‡`i g‡Z, jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi me©Î 

ZvgvKPviv †ivcY †_‡K ïiæ K‡i cÖwµqvRvZKiY I 

evRviRvZKiY ch©šÍ cÖwZwU av‡cB e¨vcKfv‡e wkïkÖg 

e¨envi Kiv n‡”Q| ZvgvK †gŠmy‡g cÖvq me wkïB cvwievwiK 

kÖ‡gi Ask 

wn‡m‡e eva¨ n‡qB 

Zvgv‡Ki Kv‡R 

Rwo‡q c‡o| 

j v j g w b i n v U 

†Rjvi Avw`Zgvix 

D c ‡ R j v i 

mvwÞevwo Ges 

j v j g w b i n v U 

m`‡ii LywbqvMvQ 

G j v K v q 

m‡iRwg‡b Ny‡i 

†`Lv †M‡Q GBme 

GjvKvq ZvgvK 

Pv‡li e¨vwß 

GZUvB †h cÖwZwU 

evwoi Avbv‡P-Kvbv‡P evu‡ki ˆZwi gvPvi Dci ev Mv‡Qi Wv‡j 

ZvgvK cvZvi mvwi mvwi jvBb Avi myk„•Lj ̄ Í~c| MÖv‡gi †fZi 

XzK‡jB Pvwiw`K †_‡K Zvgv‡Ki DrKU MÜ bv‡K G‡m jv‡M| 

†iv‡`i Zvc hZ evo‡Z _v‡K DrKU M‡Üi ZxeªZvI ZZ 

Pvwiw`K †_‡K Qov‡Z _v‡K| ZvgvK cvZvi GB Zxeª MÜhy³ 

cwi‡e‡kB wkïiv ZvgvK cvZv msMÖn, evQvB Ges Zv jvwVi 

mv‡_ †Mu‡_ w`‡”Q G‡Ki ci GK †iv‡` ïKv‡bvi Rb¨| 

GjvKvi wkÿK‡`i g‡Z †hme wkïiv Zvgv‡Ki †ÿ‡Z KvR 

K‡i Zv‡`i Mob Ab¨ wkï‡`i Zzjbvq nvjKv Ges †ivMv| 

wkÿKiv Gme †KvgjgwZ wkï‡`i ZvgvK †ÿ‡Z KvR Ki‡Z 

children in school uniforms processing tobacco leaves at Aditmari upazila in Lalmonirhat.
Source: The daily Dhaka Tribune
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for their work, only Tk 30 – 40 for a day from the 
local tobacco traders. Tobacco Industry BD Watch 
Team, during its field investigation, has found that 
the students of religious institutions are taking 
tobacco leaves as donations. It indicates that the 
children are passing their childhood amid higher 
health and environmental risks. Tobacco aggression 
prevails from their home to educational institutions. 
Is there any future for them?

Damaging Lands Fertility and Hampering Food Security 

Indiscriminate use of fertilizers and insecticides on 
Lalmonirhat lands is reducing fertility. Lands 
productivity is reducing gradually. Food shortage is 
a prominent issue now as the paddy growing lands 
are under tobacco clutch. Besides, tobacco farming 
needs three times more fertilizers than paddy which 
frequently creates fertilizer shortage in the district. 
Local farmers are aware of the negative impacts of 
tobacco on lands. They opined that paddy 
cultivation reduces on the lands if that was used for 
tobacco cultivation. But they also opined that 
growing Virginia for once a year is sufficient for 
them. It brings more profit for them than growing 
crops twice a year. In this way, our innocent farmers 
have been entrapping by the illusion of temporary 
profit offered by the tobacco companies. Lands 
fertility is being degraded. 

Tobacco Oven Smoke Endangers Rural Environment

Though the tobacco companies do not use woods as 
fuel, they are making a kind of furnace using hay 
and other local materials as fuel to bake tobacco 
leaves. Locals said that smokes are created from the 
furnaces for around 30/ 40 minutes to bake tobacco 
leaves. Women and children of farmers’ families are 
mostly used for the baking process, said participants 

wb‡la Ki‡jI †Kvb dj nq bv|

97

 ¯‹zjMvgx Gme wkïiv 

µgea©gvb nv‡i ZvgvK cvZv cÖwµqvRvZKiY A_©vr †iv‡` 

ïKv‡bv, evQvB I evwÛj evavi Kv‡R Rwo‡q co‡Q| ¯‹zj 

PjvKvjxb mg‡q ¯‹z‡ji Av‡M-c‡i Ges QzwUi w`b¸wj‡Z 

w`be¨vcx wkïiv Gme KvR K‡i Ges wewbg‡q ¯’vbxq 

e¨emvqx‡`i KvQ †_‡K w`‡b 30-40 UvKv cvq Zviv| 

†Uve¨v‡KvBÛvw÷ªIqvPwewW wUg gvV ch©v‡q KvR Kivi mgq 

Aíeqmx gv`ªvmv QvÎ‡`i `vb-LqivZ wn‡m‡e ZvgvK cvZv 

msMÖn Ki‡Z †`‡L‡Q| A_©vr GjvKvi wkïiv fqven ¯^v¯’¨, 

wkÿv I cwi‡ekMZ SuywKi g‡a¨ w`‡q Zv‡`i ˆkke cvi 

Ki‡Q| evwo †_‡K ïiæ K‡i we`¨vjq ch©šÍ Zvgv‡Ki †Qvej| 

cÖkœ Rv‡M, Gme wkïi fwelr wK?

Rwgi De©iZv bó I Lv`¨ wbivcËv wewNœZ

mvi I ivmvqwbK KxUbvk‡Ki h‡_”Q e¨envi jvjgwbinvU 

†Rjvi K…wl Rwgi ¯^v¯’¨ bó Ki‡Q| K‡g Avm‡Q Rwgi 

Drcv`bkxjZv| av‡bi Rwg‡Z ZvgvK Pvl nIqvq Lv`¨ 

wbivcËv wewNœZ nIqvi Avk¼v evo‡Q| Ab¨w`‡K Zvgv‡K 

av‡bi †P‡q 3 ̧ Y †ewk mvi jvMvq, †Rjvq gv‡S g‡a¨B av‡bi 

Rb¨ cÖ‡qvRbxq mv‡ii msKU †`Lv †`q| ¯’vbxq K…lKiv ÿwZ 

†R‡bI ZvgvKPvl Ki‡Q| Zv‡`i g‡Z Zvgv‡Ki Rwg‡Z avb 

Avev` Ki‡j djb A‡a©‡K †b‡g Av‡m| wKš‘ Zv‡`i H GKB 

K_v, mviv eQ‡i GKevi fvwR©wbqv Avev` Ki‡jB h‡_ó| 

eQ‡i `yB dm‡ji †P‡q GK dmjB †ewk jvf _v‡K| Gfv‡e 

†Kv¤úvwbi cÖ‡jvf‡b mvgwqK jv‡fi duv‡` AvUKv co‡Q 

Avgv‡`i K…lK| bó n‡”Q Avgv‡`i gvwUi De©iZv|

ZvgvKPwzjøi †avuqvq MÖvgxY cwi‡ek ûgwKi gy‡L

KvV cywo‡q eb aŸsm bv Ki‡jI ¯’vbxq R¡vjvwb Z_v Lo-wePzwj 

e¨envi K‡i GK ai‡bi Pzwjø evwb‡q ZvgvK cvZv ïKv‡bvi 

KvR Ae¨vnZ †i‡L‡Q ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv| ¯’vbxq‡`i g‡Z, 

G ai‡bi Pzwjøi gva¨‡g mvaviYZ 30/40 wgwbwU a‡i ZvgvK 

cvZv Pzwjø‡Z †i‡L g~jZ †avuqv m„wói gva¨‡g ZvgvK cvZv 

ïKv‡bvi KvR Kiv nq| ¸YMZ M‡elYvq AskMÖnYKvix K…lK, 

MY¨gvb¨ e¨w³ Ges MYgva¨gKg©x‡`i mv‡_ Avjvc K‡i Rvbv 

†M‡Q †h, GB GjvKvq ZvgvK cvZv ïKv‡bvi Kv‡R me‡P‡q 

†ewk e¨eüZ nq cwiev‡ii bvix I wkï| †avuqv me©¯^ Gme 

Pzwjøi Kvj‡P †avuqvq MÖvgxY GjvKvi cwi‡ek ûgwKi g‡a¨ 

cwZZ n‡”Q| ZvgvK Pv‡li AfqvkÖg jvjgwbinvU †Rjvi 

wZbwU Dc‡Rjvi wewfbœ MÖv‡g ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi Avw_©K 

mnvqZvq ¯’vwcZ n‡q‡Q cÖvq 200-250wU ZvgvK Pzwjø| 
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of the qualitative survey including farmers, local 
elites and mass media activists. The rural 
environment is being threatened for the smokes of 
such furnaces. In different villages of Lalmonirhat 
district around 200- 250 furnaces have been built 
with the sponsorship of tobacco companies.
 
Health Hazards

The locals who are engaged with tobacco farming are 
suffering from different physical disorder. The people 
are getting affected with asthma, bronchitis, cancer 
and other fatal diseases for their close interaction with 
tobacco and tobacco leaves, opined local doctors. The 
children are the easy prey of such diseases being the 
most vulnerable part of the society. Besides, there are 
also numbers of damages for tobacco cultivation 
happens and needs to be addressed through proper 
researches. If the damage severity and level is 
unknown, prevention is not possible.

Recommendations 
 
Tobacco cultivation has been increasing 
indiscriminately. Any government body, organization, 
ministry or the ministries altogether cannot get rid of 
the problem overnight. So, to stop the ill tactics of the 
tobacco companies, all the sufferers of tobacco 
farming should work together. Policy formulation and 
implementation by Health and Law Ministry is barely 
enough to control tobacco farming. In line with the 
policies formulated by Health Ministry, some 
researches should also be conducted for enlisting the 
other damages caused by tobacco cultivation. Types 
of aggressions by the tobacco companies and the 
victims should be identified. Besides, it should also be 
considered that if the existing law is sufficient to 
prevent the aggressions and protect the sufferers. 
Regarding new law and policy formulation, such 
issues should carefully be considered, listed and 
implemented. Some recommendations over 
preventing tobacco aggression, damages of 
cultivation, potential authority and policies to prevent 
the aggression etc. are pointed out:

¯^v¯’¨SzuwK 

ZvgvK Pv‡li d‡j GjvKvi K…lKiv we‡kl K‡i bvix I wkïiv 

bvbvwea kvixwiK mgm¨vq fzM‡Q| ¯’vbxq Wv³viiv ej‡Qb, 

ZvgvK cvZvi weKU MÜ I G †_‡K wbM©Z wb‡KvwUb gvbe‡`‡n 

cÖ‡e‡ki d‡j G¨vRgv, eªsKvBwUm, K¨vÝvimn Ab¨vb¨ †iv‡M 

AvµvšÍ n‡”Q GLvbKvi gvbyl| Avi Gme †iv‡M eo‡`i †P‡q 

wkïiv AvµvšÍ n‡”Q †ewk| GQvovI ZvgvKPv‡li d‡j 

nvRv‡iv ai‡bi ÿq-ÿwZ n‡”Q †m¸‡jv M‡elYvi gva¨‡g †ei 

Kiv LyeB Riæwi| ÿwZi msL¨v, gvÎv I ZxeªZv bv Rvbv _vK‡j 

mgvav‡bi jÿ¨w¯’i Kiv m¤¢e bq|

mycvwik

ZvgvKPvl †hfv‡e evo‡Q Zv‡Z GKKfv‡e †Kvb miKvwi 

ms¯’v ev gš¿Yvjq GgbwK miKv‡ii mKj gš¿Yvjq 

GK‡hv‡M KvR Ki‡jI mnmv GB AvMÖvmb †_‡K gyw³ cvIqv 

KwVb| Kv‡RB ZvgvKPv‡li d‡j ÿwZMÖ¯Í mswkøó mevB‡K 

GK‡hv‡M KvR Ki‡Z n‡e, bB‡j kw³ai ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb¸‡jvi Ac‡KŠkj eÜ Kiv hv‡e bv| †Kej ̄ ^v¯’¨ ev 

AvBb gš¿Yvjq D‡`¨vMx n‡q GKwU bxwZgvjv cÖYqb I 

ev¯Íevq‡bi †Póv Ki‡j ZvgvKPvl wbqš¿‡Y Avbv m¤¢e bq| 

¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq KZ…©K M„nxZ bxwZgvjvi cvkvcvwk M‡elYvi 

gva¨‡g ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi AvMÖvmbRwbZ ÿq-ÿwZi ZvwjKv 

cÖ¯‘Z Ki‡Z n‡e| †`L‡Z n‡e KZ ai‡bi AvMÖvmb Pvjv‡”Q 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb Ges Gm‡ei fz³‡fvMx Kviv| GKBmv‡_ 

†`L‡Z n‡e cÖPwjZ AvBb Øviv †Kv¤úvwbi AvMÖvmb 

†gvKv‡ejv m¤¢e wKbv ev fz³‡fvMx‡`i myiÿv †`qv m¤¢e 

n‡”Q wKbv| bZzb AvBb ev bxwZgvjv cÖYqb I ev¯Íevq‡bi 

†ÿ‡Î Gme welq ¸iæZ¡mnKv‡i we‡ePbvc~e©K AšÍf©z³ I 

Kvh©Ki Ki‡Z n‡e| wb‡P ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi AvMÖvmb/Pv‡li 

ÿwZ, AvMÖvmb †gvKv‡ejv ev myiÿvcÖ`vbKvix m¤¢ve¨ KZ…©cÿ 

Ges AvMÖvmb †gvKv‡ejvi m¤¢ve¨ bxwZ †KŠkj m¤ú©‡K wKQz 

mycvwik Zz‡j aiv n‡jv:
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Potential policy
m¤¢ve¨ bxwZ †KŠkj

Forest Ministry and Ministry for Hill Tracts could 
formulate law banning tobacco cultivation in Hill Tracts 
as tobacco farming destroys forest resources. 

Forest and trees are useful for the coastal areas to prevent 
natural disasters. So the Ministry for Disaster could pass 
law banning tobacco cultivation in coastal areas. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts is an attractive tourist spot. 
Identifying tobacco processing as a barrier for the tourist 
industry, a law could be passed banning tobacco farming 
in the localities.  

ZvgvKPvl ebRm¤ú` aŸsm K‡i ZvB cvnvo I eb GjvKvq 

ZvgvKPvl wbwl× g‡g© eb I cwi‡ek gš¿Yvjq Ges cve©Z¨ PÆMÖvg 

welqK gš¿Yvjq AvBb cÖYqb Ki‡Z cv‡i|

eb I MvQ-MvQvwj So, R‡jv”Q¡vm cÖf…wZ cÖvK„wZK `y‡h©vM 

†gvKv‡ejvi Rb¨ Riæwi we‡kl K‡i DcK~jeZ©x GjvKvi Rb¨| ÎvY 

I `y‡h©vM gš¿Yvjq DcK~jeZ©x †Rjvq ZvgvKPvl wbwl× K‡i AvBb 

cvk Ki‡Z cv‡i|

cve©Z¨ †Rjvmg~n ch©UK‡`i Rb¨I GKwU AvKl©Yxq ¯’vb| ZvgvKPvl 

I cÖwµqvRvZKiY ch©Ub wk‡íi evav wn‡m‡e wPwýZ K‡i Gme 

GjvKvq ZvgvKPvl wbwl× g‡g© AvBb cvk Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i|  

Authorities
KZ…©cÿmg~n

Aggression/Damages
AvMÖvmb/ÿwZmg~n

Environment and Forest 
Ministry, Ministry for 
Chittagong and Hill Tracts 
Affairs, Misintry of Civil 
Aviation and Tourism, 
Ministry of Disaster 
Management and Relief

cwi‡ek I eb gš¿Yvjq, cve©Z¨ 

PÆMÖvg welqK gš¿Yvjq, 

†emvgwiK wegvb cwienY I 

ch©Ub gš¿Yvjq, `y‡h©vM 

e¨e¯’vcbv I ÎvY gš¿Yvjq 

Deforestation and other 
related damages

eb DRvo Ges Gi d‡j ebR 

m¤ú` I Rxe-‰ewPÎ¨ aŸsmmn 

bvbvwea ÿwZ 

Gradually banning of tobacco farming in the Northern 
part, Jessore, Kushtia and other important spots after 
declaring them as Food Production Zone.

Ministries for Industry and Commerce could ban fertilizer 
production, import and marketing for tobacco cultivation. 
BCIC could mark words on each fertilizer sacks like ‘Not 
for Tobacco Farming’ etc. 

Electricity connection could be cut if any public or private 
irrigation facilities used for tobacco farming. The farming 
could be banned on BADC irrigation projects. 

Export duties for tobacco products should be raised 
gradually to discourage on production.     

DËie½, h‡kvi, Kzwóqvmn †`‡ki ¸iæZ¡c~Y© Lv`¨ Drcv`b 

AÂjmg~n‡K Lv`¨ Drcv`b †Rvb †NvlYv K‡i Hme GjvKvq 

ZvgvKPvl wbwl× Kiv/ch©vqµ‡g Kwg‡q Avbv †h‡Z cv‡i|

wkí I evwYR¨ gš¿Yvjq ZvgvKPv‡li Rb¨ mv‡ii Drcv`b I 

Avg`vwb Ges wecYb wbwl× Ki‡Z cv‡i| wewmAvBwm cÖwZwU mv‡ii 

e¯Ívq wj‡L w`‡Z cv‡i  ÔZvgvKPv‡li Rb¨ b‡nÕ BZ¨vw`|

we`y¨rPvwjZ miKvwi I e¨w³ gvwjKvbvaxb †mPcÖK‡í ZvgvKPvl 

n‡j we`y¨r ms‡hvM ¯’wMZ Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i| weGwWwm cwiPvwjZ 

†mPcÖK‡í ZvgvKPvl wbwl× Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i|

ZvgvKRvZxq c‡Y¨i ißvwbïé µgvš^‡q evwo‡q ch©vqµ‡g Drcv`b 

wbiærmvwnZ Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i|

Agriculture Ministry, Food 
Ministry, Finance Ministry, 
Ministry for Industries and 
Commerce Ministry.

K…wl gš¿Yvjq, Lv`¨ gš¿Yvjq, 

A_© gš¿Yvjq, wkí gš¿Yvjq I 

evwYR¨ gš¿Yvjq

Use of subsidized 
agro-inputs (fertilizer, 
irrigation, electricity) and 
croplands for tobacco 
farming, risk of food 
shortage

fZ©ywKK…Z K…wlDcKiY (mvi, 

†mP, we`y¨r) I Lv`¨ Drcv`‡bi 

Rwg ZvgvKPv‡l e¨envi Ges  

Lv`¨ NvUwZi Avk¼v



But, only the government cannot formulate or 
implement the mentioned rules and policies alone. 
Anti-tobacco organizations, mass media, civil 
society, root level private organizations should also 
come forward to solve the problem. Anti-tobacco 
attitude should be created among the farmers through 
research, meetings, evidence based advocacy. They 
should also be inspired on alternative crop 
cultivation and marketing of their produces through 
proper policy formulation and implementation. 

Cautions 

Weak and twisted information cannot be used for 

Z‡e Gme bxwZ †KŠkj MÖnY I ev¯Íevq‡bi `vqfvi ïay 

miKv‡ii Dci Pvcv‡j n‡e bv| ZvgvK we‡ivax msMVb, 

MYgva¨g, myykxj mgvR, Z…Yg~j msMVbmn †emiKvwi 

ms¯’vmg~n‡K Gm‡ei †ÿ‡Î AMÖYx f~wgKv cvjb Ki‡Z n‡e| 

M‡elYv, mfv-‡mwgbvi, Z_¨wfwËK GW‡fv‡Kwm, MYgva¨‡g 

ZvgvKPvl we‡ivax cÖPvi-cÖPviYv, K…lK‡`i g‡a¨ 

ZvgvKwe‡ivax g‡bvfve ˆZwi, weKí dmj Avev` I 

evRviRvZKi‡Yi w`Kwb‡`©kbv cÖf…wZi gva¨‡g mswkøó‡`i 

h_vh_ bxwZ †KŠkj MÖnY I ev¯Íevq‡b mnvqZv Ki‡Z n‡e|

mZ©KZv

`ye©j I AmZ¨ Z_¨-DcvË e¨envi K‡i GW‡fv‡Kwm Kiv hv‡ebv,
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Potential policy
m¤¢ve¨ bxwZ †KŠkj

Tobacco farming reduces lands fertility. So, to discourage 
tobacco farming, a set of short and long run polices could 
be formulated and implemented.
 
ZvgvKPvl f~wgi De©iZv bó K‡i ZvB me©Î ZvgvKPvl 

wbiærmvwnZKi‡Yi Rb¨ ¯^í I `xN©‡gqvw` wewfbœ cwiKíbv wfwËK 

bxwZgvjv cÖYqb I ev¯Íevqb Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i|

Authorities
KZ…©cÿmg~n

Aggression/Damages
AvMÖvmb/ÿwZmg~n

Land Ministry, Forest and 
Environment Ministry, 
Ministry of Fisheries and 
Livestock
 
f~wg gš¿Yvjq, cwi‡ek I eb 

gš¿Yvjq, grm¨ I cÖvYx m¤ú` 

gš¿Yvjq

Lands fertility reduction, 
hills, river banks and 
fallow-lands used for 
tobacco cultivation

f~wgi De©iZv bó, cvnvo, 

b`-b`xi ZxieZ©x miKvwi Lvm 

Rwg ZvgvKPv‡l e¨envi

Considering the backward, ignored and dependent 
population, respective Ministries may formulate and 
implement policies declaring their use in tobacco farming 
hazardous.   

AbMÖmi, Ae‡nwjZ I wbf©ikxj Rb‡Mvôxi K_v we‡ePbv K‡i 

ZvgvKPv‡l G‡`i e¨envi SuywKc~Y© †NvlYv K‡i mswkøó gš¿Yvjqmg~n 

G welqK bxwZgvjv cÖYqb I ev¯Íevqb Ki‡Z cv‡i|

Health and family Welfare 
Ministry, Ministry of 
Women and Children Affairs
  
¯^v¯’¨ I cwievi Kj¨vY gš¿Yvjq, 

gwnjv I wkï welqK gš¿Yvjq 

Health hazards, particularly 
for women and children  

¯^v¯’¨ ÿwZ we‡klZ bvix I 

wkï¯^v¯’¨ 

Ban of child labour in tobacco farming. Discuraging 
tobacco export by declaring that child labour is 
prevailing in tobacco farming.

ZvgvKPv‡l wkïkÖg e¨envi wbwl× Kiv| ZvgvKPv‡l wkïkÖg e¨eüZ 

n‡”Q g‡g© †NvlYv w`‡q ZvgvK ißvwb wbiærmvwnZ Kiv|

Ministry for Education, Law 
Ministry, Ministry for 
Women and Children 
Affairs

wk¶v gš¿Yvjq, AvBb, wePvi I 

msm` welqK gš¿Yvjq, gwnjv I 

wkï welqK gš¿Yvjq

Child labour and child 
education

wkïkÖg I wkï wkÿv

All forms of advertisements, confusing research, CSR 
activities should be banned.

ZvgvK Pv‡li c‡ÿ meai‡bi cÖPviYv, weåvwšÍKi M‡elYv, 

wmGmAvi cÖf…wZ Kg©KvÐ wbwl× Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i|

Ministry for Information

Z_¨ gš¿Yvjq

Pro-tobacco propaganda 
and mass confusion 
(research, CSR and media)

ZvgvK Pv‡li c‡ÿ †cÖvcvMvÛv I 

Rbg‡b weåvšÍ ˆZwi ( M‡elYv, 

wmGmAvi, wgwWqv)

Decisions should be taken on the research results

M‡elYvi djvd‡ji wfwË‡Z wm×všÍ MÖnY Ki‡Z n‡e

Should be identified through 
research

M‡elYvi gva¨‡g wbY©q Ki‡Z 

n‡e

Authenticity of the above 
aggressions/damage levels 
and other damages (if any)

Dc‡iv³ AvMÖvmb/ÿwZi mZ¨Zv I 

gvÎv Ges Ab¨vb¨ ÿwZ (hw` _v‡K)
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mwVK I M‡elYvjä Z_¨-DcvË e¨envi Ki‡Z n‡e|  †hgb:

wewfbœ mgq ZvgvK Pv‡li d‡j eb DRvo nIqvi weåvšÍg~jK 

Z_¨ Dcv¯’vcb Ki‡Z †`Lv hvq †hgb;  aiv hvK 1 †g. Ub 

ZvgvKcvZv ïKv‡Z 

1/2 

†g. Ub KvV jv‡M, PjwZ eQ‡i 1 jvL 

†g. Ub ZvgvK †cvov‡Z KvV aŸsm n‡q‡Q 50 nvRvi †g. Ub| 

GiKg mij I AmZ¨ wnmve w`‡q GW‡fv‡Kwm Ki‡j Zv e¨_© 

n‡Z eva¨| KviY †`‡k Drcvw`Z Zvgv‡Ki cÖvq A‡a©K cwigvY 

ZvgvK ïKv‡Z KvV †cvov‡Z nq bv, †iv‡`/we‡kl Ni evwb‡q 

ïKv‡bv nq|

ZvgvKPv‡li d‡j †Kvb GjvKvq bvix wbh©vZb, al©Y cÖf…wZ 

†e‡o †M‡Q Gai‡bi e³e¨ Lye mZK©Zvi mv‡_ w`‡Z n‡e| 

†hgb: AwaKvi bv‡gi GKwU gvbevwaKvi msMV‡bi Z_¨g‡Z 

(2007), evsjv‡`‡k me‡P‡q al©Y I GwmW wb‡ÿc msNwUZ 

†Rjv¸‡jv n‡jv wmivRMÄ, mvZÿxiv, Lyjbv I ewikvj|
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A_P Gme GjvKvq ZvgvK Pvl nq bv ej‡jB P‡j|

ZvgvKPv‡li d‡j wewfbœ cÖRvwZi †`wk gvQ wejyß n‡”Q/ K‡g 

hv‡”Q, welqwU weÁvbm¤§Z M‡elYvi `vwe iv‡L| ZvgvKPvl 

nq bv Ggb GjvKv‡ZI hw` Hme cÖRvwZi gv‡Qi wejyß cÖvq 

Ae¯’v weivR K‡i Zvn‡j eyS‡Z n‡e Ab¨vb¨ Kvi‡Y Gme 

NU‡Q|  

K…lK‡`i Rb¨ ZvgvKPvl ¯^í‡gqv‡` Avw_©Kfv‡e jvfRbK 

GUv mZ¨, ZvgvKPvwl‡K w`‡q †Rvi K‡i D‡ëvUv ejv‡bvi 

`iKvi †bB| eis weKí jvfRbK dmj Drcv`b I 

evRviRvZKi‡Yi Rb¨ K„lK‡`i M‡elYvjä Z‡_¨i Av‡jv‡K 

c_ †`Lv‡bv Ges †m Abyhvqx mswkøó mKj‡K (miKvi, `vZv 

Ab¨vb¨) ivwR Kiv‡Z n‡e|

AÂj‡f‡` ZvgvKPv‡li ÿq-ÿwZi aib I gvÎvq ZviZg¨ 

i‡q‡Q| XvjvI fv‡e mviv †`‡ki Rb¨ GKB ai‡bi bxwZ 

†KŠkj MÖn‡Yi `vwe‡Z GW‡fv‡Kwm Kiv hv‡e bv|

advocacy rather research based information should 
be used, such as: 

Frequently, confusing information is found that 
tobacco farming causes deforestation. For instance, 
one (01) metric ton tobacco leaves baking needs ½ 
metric ton woods. In the current season, 100,000 
metric ton tobacco leaves baking destroyed 50,000 
metric ton of woods as fuel. Such simple calculation 
will certainly jeopardize the ongoing advocacies 
against tobacco farming because half of the 
produced tobacco in the country does not need any 
fuel woods to be baked. Those are mostly dried 
under sun or heat in a special type of room. 

Statements like ‘Violence on women has increased 
for tobacco cultivation’ should carefully be 
delivered. Barisal, Khulna and Sirajganj is the areas 
where violence on women take place more than any 
other district, according to information (2007) of 
Adhikar, a humanitarian organization98. But in these 
areas, there is almost no tobacco cultivation found. 

The gradual extinction of domestic fish species 
demands a scientific study. If the domestic fish 
species of non tobacco producing area extinct, there 
are some other causes behind the happening. 

In the short run, tobacco farming is financially 
profitable and it is unnecessary to create an opposite 
scenario using the farmers. Rather they should be 
directed to alternative crop production and 
marketing, and the respective all including the donor 
agencies and the government should be convinced 
on executing the directives. 

The level and intensity of damage caused by 
tobacco cultivation is regionally different. So, 
advocacy cannot say to adopt the same action plans 
in general across the country.



Unveiling and combating tobacco industry ill tactics 
to control tobacco use is a proven tool across the 
world. Mass media of Bangladesh, especially over 
400 members Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance 
(ATMA)* have been playing a strong and stringent 
role here. ATMA has proved in the last half decade 
that tobacco companies are the key culprits to 
hamper the tobacco control law formulation and 
implementation and they are mostly responsible for 
tobacco-related deaths and damages. 

Analysing the ill tactics and interference of tobacco 
companies in Bangladesh shows that they have 
influenced to formulate incomplete tobacco control 
law (2005), delaying the approval of amended 
tobacco control law (2013), discarding some of the 
important sections from the final amendment 
including DSA, halting the Rules (2015) for the 
amended tobacco control law for 24 months, 
weakening the graphical health warning 
implementation, preventing an effective taxation on 
tobacco products, hampering on the formulation of 
National Tobacco Control Policy and Tobacco 
Farming Control Policy and overall hampering the 
implementation of the existing tobacco control law 
or undermining the outcomes of the law and still they 
are continuing such steps. Although the mass media 
has proved its success to unveil the tobacco company 
interference, there are less success in combating with 
these issues. However, for the proactive approach of 
mass media, two of the most promotional activities
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Bangladeshi Mass Media to Unveil and Combat Tobacco Company Ill Tactics
ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi K‚U‡KŠkj D‡b¥vPb I †gvKv‡ejvq evsjv‡`‡ki MYgva¨g

ZvgvK wbqš¿‡Y ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi K‚U‡KŠkj D‡b¥vPb I 

†gvKv‡ejv GKwU ¯^xK…wZ c`‡ÿc| evsjv‡`‡ki MYgva¨g 

we‡kl K‡i Gw›U †Uvev‡Kv wgwWqv Gjv‡qÝ-AvZ¥v

∗
 Gi Pvi 

kZvwaK m`m¨ G‡ÿ‡Î AZ¨šÍ mwµq I kw³kvjx f~wgKv 

cvjb Ki‡Q| weMZ Aa©`k‡K AvZ¥v cÖgvY Ki‡Z mÿg n‡q‡Q 

†h ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbB evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvKwe‡ivax AvBb cÖYqb 

I ev¯Íevq‡b eo evav wn‡m‡e KvR Ki‡Q Ges ZvgvKRwbZ 

g„Zz¨ I ÿqÿwZi Rb¨ g~j `vqx ZvivB| 

evsjv‡`‡k ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi K~U‡KŠkj I n¯Í‡ÿc we‡kølY 

Ki‡j †`Lv hvq Am¤ú~Y© ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb cÖYqb 

(2005), ms‡kvwaZ (2013) ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb cvk 

cÖjw¤^Z Kiv I P~ovšÍ ms‡kvabx †_‡K wWGmGmn †ekwKQz 

¸iæZ¡c~Y© aviv ev` †`Iqv, ms‡kvaxZ AvB‡bi wewagvjv 

(2015) 24 gvm AvU‡K ivLv, Qwehy³ ¯^v¯’¨ mZ©KevYx 

ev¯Íevqb `ye©j Kiv, Zvgv‡K Kvh©Ki Kie„w× cÖwZnZ Kiv, 

RvZxq ZvgvK wbqš¿Y bxwZgvjv I ZvgvKPvl wbqš¿Y bxvZgvjv 

cÖYq‡b evavm„wó Kiv Ges m‡e©vcwi we`¨gvb ZvgvKwbqš¿Y 

AvBb ev¯Íevq‡bi cÖfve/djvdj Lv‡Uv Ki‡Z ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwb bvbvwea K~U‡KŠkj Aej¤^b Ae¨vnZ †i‡L‡Q| 

MYgva¨g K~U‡KŠkj D‡b¥vP‡b †ek mvdj¨ †`Lv‡jI, Gme 

†gvK‡ejvq †Zgb GKUv mvdj¨ †`Lv‡Z cv‡iwb| Z‡e 

MYgva¨‡gi Ae¨vnZ BwZevPK cÖ‡Póvi Kvi‡Y ̀ yBwU eûRvwZK 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi eo `yBwU cÖPviYvg~jK Abyôvb eÜ Kiv 

m¤¢e nq| evsjv‡`‡ki MYgva¨‡gi GB mvdj¨ wb‡P †Km 

†÷vwi AvKv‡i Zz‡j aiv n‡jv:

†Km †÷vwi 1: Kbmv‡U©i gva¨‡g wek¦we`¨vjq co–qv ZiæY- 

ZiæYx‡`i gv‡S ZvgvKc‡Y¨i cÖPviYv ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi 

∗ 
ZvgvK wbqš¿Y Kg©Kv‡Ð MYgva¨‡gi wbweo m¤ú„³Zv evov‡Z 2010 mvj †_‡K ïiæ nq MYgva¨g Kg©x‡`i cÖwkÿY Kg©kvjv| Kg©kvjv¸‡jv‡Z 

AskMÖnYKvix MYgva¨g Kg©x‡`i civgk© Abymv‡i ZvgvK wbqš¿Y Kg©Kv‡Ð mgwš^Zfv‡e KvR Kivi j‡ÿ¨ 2011 mv‡j GKwU wgwWqv †bUIqvK© MVb Kiv 

nq| Anti Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA)-AvZ¥v bv‡g ïiæ nq GB †bUIqv‡K©i c_Pjv| ZvgvKgy³ evsjv‡`k M‡o †Zvjvi D‡Ï‡k¨ MYgva¨‡gi 

Kvh©Ki f~wgKv wbwðZ KivB AvZ¥vÕi cÖavb jÿ¨|

* To increase intense involvement of mass media, journalist training workshops on tobacco control began in 2010. 
Recommendations from the workshop participants for a coordinated effort for tobacco control resulted in the media network in 
2011. It started journey naming – Anti Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA). Primarily it aims ensuring effective role of mass media to 
create a tobacco-free Bangladesh.    

eÜ nj ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi KbmvU© 



of two multinational tobacco companies were 
stopped. This particular success of mass media in 
Bangladesh is pointed as a caste story below:

Case story 1: Promoting tobacco products among the 
university youths through concert is a common tool 
of tobacco industry. Multinational tobacco giant, 
Philip Morris started for a continuous concert 
competition in April of 2014 and as part of this 
event, on November 7, 2014 organized for a 
stunning rock city concert – Road to Rock Nation at 
a hotel in Dhaka. At the event, a few girls were 
selling Marlboro cigarettes from a counter that was 
decorated resembling the red Marlboro cigarette 
while the buyers were gifted a red-colored lighter 
logoed with Philip Morris. Both the male and female 
youths were smoking inside the closed room with 
songs. In fact, the event aimed at advertising Phillip 
Morris. When the anti-tobacco organization, 
PROGGA (knowledge for progress), sent an alert on 
its Industry Watch Team BD facebook page on 
October 09, 201499, the ATMA members and other 
mass media started publishing continuous reports on 
this issue in particular which got highlighted 
massively100, 101. The following date to hold the event 
was on November 14, 2014. However, as the reports 
were published about the event, which was being 
organizing by violating the law, the organizers 
published a note on their faebook page on November 

13, 2014 declaring to postpone 
the event102.Basically, for the 
strict anti-tobacco approach 
from the mass media 
compelled Philip Morris 
International, one of the largest 
and strongest tobacco 
company over the globe, to 
stop its illegal promotional 
activities in the country103.  
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†Kv¤úvwbi GKwU ¯^xK…Z †KŠkj| eûRvwZK ZvgvK 

†Kv¤úvwbwdwjc gwim 2014 mv‡ji GwcÖj gv‡m GKwU 

avivevwnK KbmvU© cÖwZ‡hvwMZv ïiæ K‡i Ges GB 

cÖwZ‡hvwMZvi Ask wn‡m‡e 07 b‡f¤^i 2014 Zvwi‡L XvKvi 

GKwU †nv‡U‡j  RgKv‡jv iK wmwU KbmvU© Ô†ivW Uy iK †bkbÕ 

Av‡qvRb K‡i| Abyôvb¯’‡j Marlboro Av`‡j ˆZwi 

wmMv‡iU KvD›Uvi †_‡K K‡qKRb ZiæYx Marlboro 

wmMv‡iU weµq Ki‡Q mv‡_ †µZv‡`i Rb¨ wMd&U wn‡m‡e 

i‡q‡Q wdwjc gwim Gi †jv‡Mv m¤^wjZ jvj is Gi jvBUvi| 

e× N‡i Mv‡bi mv‡_ mv‡_ Pj‡Q ZiæY ZiæYx‡`i a~gcvb| 

KbmvU© Av‡qvR‡bi bv‡g wdwjc gwim Gi weÁvcb cÖPviB 

AbyôbwUi Avmj D‡Ïk¨| welqwU wb‡q ZvgvKwe‡ivax msMVb 

cÖÁvÕi (cÖMwZi Rb¨ Ávb) BÛvw÷ªIqvPwewW wUg †dmeyK 

†cB‡R 09 A‡±vei 2014 Zvwi‡L GKwU D‡ØM evZ©v cÖKvk 

Ki‡j

99

 Gw›U †Uve¨v‡Kv wgwWqv Gjv‡qÝ- AvZ¥vÕi m`m¨mn 

wewfbœ MYgva¨g AwZ ¸iæZ¡mnKv‡i avivevwnKfv‡e msev` 

cÖKvk Ki‡Z _v‡K|

100, 101

 wdwjc gwi‡mi mn‡hvwMZvq 

Av‡qvwRZ GB Kbmv‡U©i cieZ©x ce© AbywôZ nIqvi ZvwiL 

wQj 14 b‡f¤^i 2014| Z‡e MYgva¨‡g ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb 

Agvb¨ K‡i Abyôvb Av‡qvR‡bi Lei cÖKvwkZ nIqvq 

Av‡qvRK cÖwZôvbmg~‡ni cÿ †_‡K 13 b‡f¤^i 2014 

Zvwi‡L Zv‡`i †dmeyK †cB‡R mg¯Í Abyôvb ¯’wMZ Kivi 

†NvlYv †`q

102

| g~jZ MYgva¨‡gi kw³kvjx Ae¯’v‡bi 

Kvi‡YB c„w_exi Ab¨Zg e„nr Ges kw³kvjx ZvgvK †K¤úvwb 

wdwjc gwim evsjv‡`‡k c‡Y¨i cÖmv‡i GB ai‡bi A‰ea 

Kg©KvÐ eÜ Ki‡Z eva¨ nq|
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evsjv‡`‡ki ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb Abyhvqx †h‡Kvb Dcv‡q ZvgvKRvZ c‡Y¨i weÁvcb I cÖPviYv wbwl×| AvB‡bi 5 bs avivi 

Dcaviv 1 Gi `dv (M) Abyhvqx ÔZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i weÁvcb cÖPvi ev Dnvi e¨envi DrmvwnZ Kwievi D‡Ï‡k¨ †Kvb Abyôv‡bi 

Av‡qvRb ev e¨qfvi enb m¤ú~Y© †eAvBwb I kvw¯Í‡hvM¨ Aciva|Õ wdwjc gwim I weGwUwe †KŠk‡j Abyôvb Av‡qvR‡bi gva¨‡g 

Zv‡`i cY¨ cÖPv‡ii †Póv Pvjv‡j evsjv‡`‡ki MYgva¨g Zv mdjfv‡e D‡b¥vPb I †gvKv‡ejv K‡i|

Following the tobacco control law, all sorts of advertisement and promotion of tobacco products is 
completely prohibited. After the section 5, Sub-section 1 (c) of the law, ‘to arrange or sponsor any 

events to advertise or promote tobacco use is completely illegal and punishable offence’. When Philip 
Morris International and British American Tobacco Bangladesh tried to arrange the event 

strategically, the mass media in Bangladesh successfully unveiled and battled against the events. 

Stopped Tobacco Company Concert 
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Case Story 2: Multinational tobacco company, 
British American Tobacco Bangladesh (BATB) 
organized a concert in 2014 for the students of six 
renowned private University. Some of the designated 
sales representatives from BATB had discussion 
with the young cigarette buyers in famous chain 
shops and restaurants over smoking and filled up a 
form by the young buyers. Later, based on the 
university category, invitation SMSs were sent on the 
mobile number of the selected youths to attend the 
concert. The key aim to organize the six-day long 
concert (from September 19 – September 24, 2014) 
was to introduce and promote Fine Cut, a new brand 
of BATB. The students from North South University 
and American International University attended the 
concerts on September 19 and 20 respectively. The 
students of BRAC University were invited on 
September 21, the third day. However, the Industry 
Watch Team informs the issue to ATMA members 
and they appeared on the event spot with the other 
mass media representatives to gather detailed 
information. They found that the entire concert venue 
was decorated with the resemblance of the cigarette 
packets which is completely violation of the tobacco 
control law. The mass media activists reached the 
organizers several times and the organizers stopped 
the entire event without showing any further excuses. 
The strong anti-tobacco stance of ATMA and other 
mass media activists have played an important role to 
stop the ill tactics of a powerful multinational 
tobacco company like BATB104. 

†Km †÷vwi 2: eûRvwZK ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwb weªwUk Av‡gwiKvb 

†Uve¨v‡Kv evsjv‡`k (weGwUwe) 2014 mv‡j †`‡ki QqwU bvwg 

†emiKvwi wek¦we`¨vj‡qi wkÿv_©x‡`i Rb¨ KbmvU© Av‡qvRb 

K‡i| Gj‡ÿ¨ XvKvi wewfbœ bvwg-`vwg †PBb kc Ges 

†i‡¯Íviv¸‡jv‡Z ZiæY †µZv‡`i mv‡_ weGwUwe g‡bvbxZ 

weµq Kg©xiv a~gcvb wel‡q Avjvc K‡i Ges GKwU dg© cyiY 

K‡i †bq| cieZ©x‡Z wewfbœ wek¦we`¨vjq Abyhvqx Avjv`v K‡i 

Gme ZiæY wkÿv_©x‡`i †gvevBj GmGgG‡mi gva¨‡g 

Kbmv‡U© AskM«n‡Yi Avgš¿Y Rvbv‡bv nq| 19 †m‡Þ¤^i †_‡K 

24 †m‡Þ¤^i 2014 ch©šÍ Qq w`be¨vcx GB KbmvU© 

Av‡qvR‡bi g~j D‡Ïk¨ wQj evsjv‡`‡ki evRv‡i we«wUk 

Av‡gwiKvb †Uve¨v‡Kv weGwUweÕi bZyb wmMv‡iU e«vÛ ÔdvBb 

KvUÕ (Fine Cut) Gi cÖPvi-cÖPviYv Pvjv‡bv| Kbmv‡U© 19 

Ges 20 †m‡Þ¤^i b_© mvD_ wek¦we`¨vjq Ges Av‡gwiKvb 

B›Uvib¨vkbvj BDwbfvwm©wU-evsjv‡`k Gi wk¶v_©xe„›` 

AskMÖnY K‡i| 21 †m‡Þ¤^i Kbmv‡U©i Z…Zxq w`b Avgš¿Y 

Rvbv‡bv nq eª¨vK wek¦we`¨vj‡qi wkÿv_©x‡`i| Z‡e 

BÛvw÷ªIqvPwewW wUg GB Kbmv‡U©i LeiwU Gw›U †Uve¨v‡Kv 

wgwWqv Gjv‡qÝ- AvZ¥vÕi m`m¨‡`i Rvwb‡q †`q| AvZ¥vÕi 

m`m¨mn wewfbœ MYgva¨g Kg©xiv Ge¨vcv‡i we¯ÍvwiZ Lei 

msMÖ‡ni Rb¨ Abyôvb¯’‡j Dcw¯’Z nq| †mLv‡b Zviv †`L‡Z 

cvq weGwUwe Zv‡`i bZzb wmMv‡i‡Ui eªvÛ cÖPv‡ii Rb¨ 

Abyôvb¯’j wmMv‡i‡Ui c¨v‡K‡Ui Av`‡j mvRv‡bv n‡q‡Q hv 

evsjv‡`‡ki ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi m¤ú~Y© jsNb| welqwU 

wb‡q MYgva¨g Kg©xiv Av‡qvRK cÖwZôv‡bi mv‡_ GKvwaKevi 

†hvMv‡hvM K‡i Ges †kl ch©šÍ Av‡qvRK KwgwU †Kv‡bv we‡kl 

KviY `k©v‡bv QvovB mg¯Í Abyôvb ¯’wMZ †NvlYv K‡i| Gw›U 

†Uve¨v‡Kv wgwWqv Gjv‡qÝ- AvZ¥vmn wewfbœ MYgva¨gKg©x‡`i 

kw³kvjx Ae¯’vbB †mw`b weGwUweÕi gZ ÿgZvai eûRvwZK 

ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi G ai‡bi K‚U‡KŠkj iæL‡Z ¸iæZ¡c~Y© 

Ae`vb †i‡L‡Q|

104
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